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A Study on the Narrative Structure of the Lotus
Sutra under the Supportive Condition of Self-
reference

Kang Jinchao

Abstract

Self-reference in the Lotus Sutra refers to the sutra discussing itself through words such
as “the Lotus Sutra” and “this sutra”, etc., in relation to its specific content. From the
perspective of Self-reference, examining the nested narrative structure of the sutra
shows not only a form of the structure, but also the nested cognitive framework formed
by the recipient under the influence of the structure. Furthermore, it reveals the
cognitive experience of the recipient being absorbed into the world created by the Lotus
Sutra through the interaction of the first two conclusions.
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