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The Buddhist Public Welfare:
The Role of Thai Monks in the Situation of the Covid-19
Pandemic
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Abstract

This article describes the example of a community health system management under the
concept of Buddhist way public welfare of Wat Suthiwararam temple in Bangkok. In the
past three years due to the Covid-19 pandemic situation has widely affected the way of life,
economic and social systems, with more than 250 million people infected worldwide, and
above 5.0 million deaths. While in Thailand there was more than 1.5 million infected
people with approximately 10,000 deaths above, which enormously affected the country's
public health system. Different places and communities in the country were put into
lockdown to control the outspread of Covid-19, which affected people and communities a
lot. Thai Sangha and temples in Bangkok, therefore, applied the principles of public welfare
according to the Buddhist way to support the society by establishing a community isolation
centers, free cremation, promoting volunteerism and the development of community health
care systems to enable people to live sufficiently amidst of the health crisis occurring in
Thai society and around the world.
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