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Ancient Pengcheng and Early Chinese Buddhism

Yu Huaijin

Abstract

Ancient Pengcheng is not only a historical and cultural city on the Land Silk Road, but
also a major city along the Maritime Silk Road, which left behind many significant
Buddhist relics. The prince Liu Ying of Chu in the Eastern Han dynasty was the first
Buddhist in Chinese historical records, and he was said to have built the earliest Chinese
Buddhist temple Asoka Temple in Pengcheng, which evidently was the birthplace of
Chinese Buddhism. Fa Xian in Eastern Jin dynasty was the first monk going on a
pilgrimage to India by land and coming back by sea successfully. He was said to have
built the earliest Indian style temple Longhua Temple in Pengcheng. Jing Jian from
Pengcheng was the first Bhiksuni in China. Her deeds exerted appreciable influence on
many other female Buddhists. This paper is aimed at clarifying the early history of
Buddhism in Pengcheng by carefully analyzing historical documents as well as
archeaological discoeries, and by fieldwork investigation to explore the contribution of
ancient Pengcheng to the early development of Buddhism in China.
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