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From Yellow Flowers to Prajna: On the Utilization of “Xing”
in Chan Literature

Zhang Junru

Abstract

As a special rhetorical way, "Xing" has the function of circling up and drawing
analogies in addition to its original metaphorical meaning. These qualities defined its
ability to serve not only as a literary creation technique but also as a means of
understanding the world. Both of these characteristics are reflected in the state of mind
and literary practice of Chan Buddhism, and are ultimately presented in an ultimately
state of poetic wisdom.
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