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The Eminent Monk Wuzhun Shifan in the history of Japanese Zen

Jiang Jing

Abstract

The eminent monk Wuzhun Shifan(1177-1249) in the Southern Song Dynasty exerted
a great influence on the early development of Japanese Zen as one third of the 24
Sects were created by his disciples. Over a long period of presiding over the Wushan
Zen temple, his teaching became the mainstream in the Japanese Zen world. In the
tale of Totou Tenjin appeared in the middle ages, Wuzhun Shifan was said to have
bestowed the rope to Tenjin Sugawara Michizane. This paper based on Gozan
Literature and the lineage of Linji Zen Sect, examines the recognition and importance
of Wuzhun Shifan as the founder in the history of Japanese Zen.
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