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Abstract

After the abolition of the Japanese National Cultural Policy for the Tang dynasty by the
Japanese scholar Sugawarano Michizane (845-903), the study of the Song, Yuan, and
Ming dynasty rather was rather developed more widely and effective. The economic
trade between Japan and the Song dynasty formed a Maritime Silk Road between
Hakata, Kyushu and Mingzhou. This road has not only produced a large number of
outstanding Zen monks for Japan, but also provided a way for Japanese Zen monks to
bring back a lot of precious classic books. The Zen monks studying in the Song dynasty
such as Myouan Eisai, the Zen monks studying in the Song dynasty such as Enni Benen,
and the Zen monk studying in the Ming dynasty such as Zekkai Tyuuxin, are the
outstanding representatives. Their unremitting efforts have created two brilliant eras of
Gozan literature for Japan, and melted Zen brought back from China into Japanese
culture, greatly deepening and optimizing Japanese culture and Japanese Zen. This
article conducts a general survey of their merits with the aim to prove that the Maritime
Silk Road has played a huge role in the emergence and development of Japanese Zen.
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