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An Analysis of Chan Master Sanshan Denglai’s ‘Three
Meanings of Yunmen’

Zhang Ailin

Abstract

Despite its prosperity during the North Song dynasty, the Yunmen Sect of Chan School
diminished after the Song dynasty had perished. However, the essence of the sect,
embodied by Three Meanings of Yunmen (3Z["] —41]5%), was passed on to others. For
instance, Chan master Chuiwan Guanzhen ("X & & E.) created the Juyun Sect, which
belonged to the Linji Chan of Dahui Zonggao (K= —). The Chan path of master
Guangzhen is mainly inherited from Linjin while also absorbing the paths of Yunmen,
Weiyang, and Fayan. Meanwhile, master Sanshan Denglai (= LI 2K), who belonged
to the Juyun Sect, explained the Three Meanings of Yunmen through the means of Gatha.
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