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In August 2018, | took up the Chairmanship of the Mathematics Department. It is my
great honor and pleasure to serve this Department with a strong academic reputation

and a group of extremely devoted and supportive colleagues.

During the past year, various important events have taken place in the Department.
The climax is definitely CUHK Mathematics Alumni Conference cum Banquet in June
2019 in honor of our beloved alumnus, our long-time colleague and one of the
greatest mathematicians of our generation, Professor Shing-Tung Yau, on the
occasion of his 70™" birthday. Many alumni from various societal sectors and different
parts of the world took part in this warm and cozy event. Surely they will remember
this reunion in many years to come.
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most devoted service and truly unbelievable achievements, and took up a new
challenging position, the founding deanship of the College of Science at City
University of Hong Kong.

Another item of note is our Department’s achievements in various rankings in 2019.
Our department placed 31st in the Best Global Universities Ranking for Mathematics
by U.S. News and placed 28th in Mathematics in the QS World University Rankings.
We are very proud in view of the fact that we are among the smallest mathematics

departments in the world, with only 16 regular faculty members.

| feel also very privileged and grateful in the past year to see the financial support by
various donors for our Department. We received a very generous donation of
HK$6.87 million from a local charitable trust to support the Department in
mathematical education and promotion. A car company donated HK$1 million to
support our students’ research and overseas exchange activities. Our respected
colleague Prof. Kung Fu NG donated HK$ 450,000 to support the Department and
the Institute of Mathematical Sciences.

Moving onto the topic of academic excellence, there have been some exciting
success stories among the younger generation of fledgling mathematicians. A group
of our undergraduates won first place in the Simon Marais Mathematics Competition
2018. Another undergraduate student, teamed up with two CUHK engineering
students, won a bronze medal at the 43rd Annual World Finals of the International
Collegiate Programming Contest (ICPC) held in Portugal. We are very delighted to
see our new 2019 admission results that have proved again that we are the most
popular mathematics department among all those local secondary school students

with great enthusiasm and talent in mathematics.

This issue of the newsletter will present several encouraging and interesting personal
accounts of our young alumni working in various fields. Those featured include an IT
startup developer in the Silicon Valley (p.3), a tuition school partner (p.6) as well as an

alumnus working in the entertainment industry (p.7).
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They somehow already know what you truly want to become.

Everything else is secondary. ; )
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Coming Events

Enrichment Programme for Young Mathematics Talents (EPYMT) 2020
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http://epymt.math.cuhk.edu.hk/index.html

New Wave Mathematics 2020
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AEtEEEE:
http://www.math.cuhk.edu.hk/community-outreach/new-wave-mathematics

Personalia — New Facuity

Professor Xuhua HE
Choh-Ming Li Professor of Mathematics

Prof. Xuhua HE’s research areas include Arithmetic Geometry, Algebraic
Groups, and Representation Theory.

Prof. He obtained his BSc degree from Peking University in 2001, and his
PhD degree from Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 2005.
Subsequently, Prof. He has worked as a von Neumann Fellow at the
Institute for Advanced Study, and as a full professor at the University of
Maryland, before joining our Department as the Choh-Ming Li Professor of
Mathematics this year.

Prof. He was awarded the 37th International Mathematical Olympiad First
Prize in 1996, and Morningside Gold Medal of Mathematics in 2013. Prof.
He was also an invited speaker at the International Congress of
Mathematicians in 2018.

Professor Xiaolu TAN
Associate Professor

Prof. Xiaolu TAN's research areas include Stochastic Optimal Control,
Martingale Optimal Transport, Optimal Control Problems, and Financial
| Mathematics.

Prof. Tan obtained his BSc degree from Peking University in 2005, and
both his MSc and PhD degrees from Ecole Polytechnique, Paris, in 2011,
Prof. Tan worked as an Assistant Professor at University of Paris-Dauphine
before joining our Department as an Associate Professor this year.




