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Over the years, many have asked the question "What is
Mathematics?" No definitive answer has so far been given.
Perhaps there is no answer at all. In the same vein, one might
ask: "What is the purpose of university math education?” Is it to
nurture future mathematicians, to boost one's potential to land
high-paying jobs......7

According to the Physics Nobel Laureate Carl Wieman, only a
handful of Physics graduates manage to eventually find
employment as scientists. Likewise, it is unrealistic to expect that
all undergraduates who major in mathematics would go on to
become full-time research mathematicians, or even work in a field
which directly employs their mathematical knowledge and skills.

These are important concerns that require continued
deliberation by society at large, and their resolutions (or lack
thereof) have concrete ramifications beyond the purely
academic. Regrettably, a full discussion of these issues
would--with apologies to the great Pierre de Fermat--be too vast
to fit in the margins of this newsletter. Instead, we present our
interviews here with four individuals who have studied
Mathematics in university, and who then embarked upon career
paths which have wvarying degrees of relation to their
mathematical backgrounds.

The Road Not Taken
by Robert Frost

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both

And be one traveler, long | stood

And looked down one as far as | could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning egually lay

In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, | kept the first for another day!

Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if | should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and | —
| took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

We hope that these interviews will provide our readers with fresh  ZCHLNGIE Contents'H &k

insights regarding the role of Mathematics education in one's
life, whether as a form of vocational training or, no less
importantly, a source of higher inspiration.
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