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Mission

To push forward the frontiers of computer science and engineering, and to advance the information technology (IT) 
industry in Hong Kong and mainland China through quality education and high-impact, world-class research.

Illustrious History

The Department of Computer Science and Engineering (CSE) at The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) was 
the first computer science department to be established in Hong Kong. Our long history bears witness not only to the 
Department’s pioneering role in the computer science and engineering education fields, but also to our sustained passion 
for nurturing society’s computer science and engineering elite. 

CUHK started offering computer courses since 1968. As the demand for trained computer personnel increased, the 
Department of Computer Science was then established, initially in the Science Faculty, in the academic year of 1973/74. 
Since its founding, the Department has expanded rapidly in terms of both the quality and quantity of our enrolment, 
curriculum, staff, equipment, research and service to the community. The Department launched its first undergraduate 
major programme in Computer Science leading to the BSc degree in 1978. The Postgraduate Division was established in 
1982. In 1983, the Computer Science major programme became the first one outside the United Kingdom to be accredited 
by the British Computer Society (BCS). When the Faculty of Engineering was founded in 1991, the Department joined 
the new Faculty and started to offer an undergraduate major programme in Computer Engineering leading to the BEng 
degree. The name of the Department was changed to Department of Computer Science and Engineering in 1995.

Currently, the Department offers programmes leading to BSc, BEng, MSc, MPhil and PhD degrees. The Department has 
the most advanced computing equipment and cloud infrastructure for both Computer Science and Computer Engineering 
research. With a diverse body of students and talents from around the world, the Department strives to create an inclusive 
environment that fosters academic excellence and interdisciplinary exchange. Graduates from the Department have 
distinguished themselves in industrial and academic societies in Hong Kong as well as all over the world.
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Admission Requirements

Note that the AIST programme aims to admit high caliber students who demonstrate outstanding abilities in English, 
mathematics and science subjects. Excellent academic backgrounds, together with a problem-solving mindset, will be 
essential to comprehend the knowledge and tackle future challenges with AI.

1. JUPAS Admission (JUPAS Code: JS4468) 

HKDSE Subject Minimum Level Subject Weighting

HKDSE Core Subjects

English 4 1.25

Chinese 3 1.25

Mathematics (Compulsory Part) 5^ 1.75

Citizenship and Social Development A (Attained) -

HKDSE Elective Subjects

Any two subjects 3 #

^ Applicants with level 4 in Mathematics (Compulsory Part) and good results in other HKDSE subjects will be exceptionally 
considered on a case-by-case basis.

# The AIST programme accepts any subject as elective. Preferred subjects include Mathematics Extended Module 1 or 
2, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and Information and Communication Technology. Subject weighting of 1.75 is given to 
Mathematics Extended Module 1 or 2; 1.5 is given to other preferred subjects; and 1 is given to any other subjects.

Selection is based on the Best 5 HKDSE subjects with subject weighting applied. Bonus points will be awarded to the 6th 

and 7th subjects, if any.

Note: No penalty will be imposed for applicants with more than one sitting of HKDSE results.
AIST will NOT accept Category B (Applied Learning) Subjects as extra electives.

2. Non-JUPAS (Local) / International Student Admission
Applicants with other qualifications can apply through non-JUPAS admission schemes. These qualifications include 
Associate Degree / Higher Diploma, HKALE, GCE AL, IB, SAT/AP and other overseas qualifications for university 
admission. Applications will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. Please refer to the website of Office of Admissions and 
Financial Aid (http://admission.cuhk.edu.hk/) for further information.

Applicants will be considered on the basis of their education background and academic achievements. To make the 
applications more competitive, applicants are expected to demonstrate outstanding abilities in English, mathematics and 
science subjects.
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Admission Requirements

4-Year Curriculum:

1. JUPAS Admission (JUPAS Code: JS4412) 

HKDSE Subject Minimum Level Subject Weighting

HKDSE Core Subjects

English 3 1

Chinese 3 1

Mathematics (Compulsory Part) 4 1.5

Citizenship and Social Development A (Attained) -

HKDSE Elective Subjects

Any one science subject^ 3
M1/M2: 1.75

Other science subjects: 1.5

Any one subject 3
M1/M2: 1.75

Other preferred subjects: 1.5#
Any other subjects: 1

^ Science subjects include Biology / Chemistry / Physics / Mathematics Extended Module 1 or 2 / Information and 
Communication Technology.

# Preferred subjects include Biology / Chemistry / Physics / Information and Communication Technology / Design and 
Applied Technology / Mathematics Extended Module 1 or 2.

Selection is based on the Best 5 HKDSE subjects with subject weighting applied. Bonus points will be awarded to the 6th 
and 7th subjects, if any.

2. Non-JUPAS (Local) / International Student Admission
Applicants with other qualifications can apply through non-JUPAS admission schemes. These qualifications include 
Associate Degree / Higher Diploma, HKALE, GCE AL, IB, SAT/AP and other overseas qualifications for university 
admission. Applications will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. Please refer to the website of the Office of Admissions 
and Financial Aid (http://admission.cuhk.edu.hk/) for further information.

2-Year Curriculum (Senior Year Entry):

Students with a Higher Diploma / Associate Degree from local institutions can apply for senior year admission to 
Computer Engineering or Computer Science. Please refer to the website of the Office of Admissions and Financial Aid  
(https://admission.cuhk.edu.hk/application/hong-kong-sub-degree/overview/) for further information.
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Admission Requirements

1. JUPAS Admission (JUPAS Code: JS4416) 

HKDSE Subject Minimum Level Subject Weighting

HKDSE Core Subjects

English 4 1

Chinese 3 1

Mathematics (Compulsory Part) 4 2

Citizenship and Social Development A (Attained) -

HKDSE Elective Subjects

Two Elective Subjects 3 #

# The CDAS programme accepts any subject as elective, with a subject weighting of:
• 2 for Mathematics Extended Module 1 or 2; 
• 1.5 for Economics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Information and Communication Technology; 
• 1 for any other subjects. 

Selection is based on the Best 5 HKDSE subjects with subject weighting applied.

2. Non-JUPAS (Local) / International Student Admission
Applicants with other qualifications can apply through non-JUPAS admission schemes. These qualifications include 
Associate Degree / Higher Diploma, HKALE, GCE AL, IB, SAT/AP and other overseas qualifications for university 
admission. Applications will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. Please refer to the website of Office of Admissions and 
Financial Aid (http://admission.cuhk.edu.hk/) for further information.
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Engineering Leadership, Innovation, Technology and 
Entrepreneurship Stream (ELITE Stream)

The ELITE Stream is offered by the Faculty of Engineering to 
students with excellent academic performance. Its aims are 
to nurture outstanding engineering students and to develop 
their potentials through additional challenging coursework and 
invaluable extra-curricular activities. Any student who meets the 
entrance requirements is eligible for the Stream. The award of the 
ELITE Stream to qualified students will be officially recorded on 
the academic transcript.

A series of stimulating and inspiring courses will be offered exclusively 
for ELITE students. There will be a student society, special exchange 
opportunities, social and scholarly events specially organized for 
ELITE students.

Details of the entrance and coursework requirements and the 
declaration procedures for the ELITE Stream can be viewed at:  
www.erg.cuhk.edu.hk/erg/elite.

Undergraduate Summer Research Internship

The Faculty Undergraduate Summer Research Internship 
programme is launched to offer CUHK engineering undergraduate 
students with funding support to undertake a research project 
under the supervision of professors in the summer.  The 
objectives are to give students exposure to research environment 
and groom them for graduate studies and overseas summer 
research schemes.

Details of the Scheme can be viewed at: 
https://www.erg.cuhk.edu.hk/erg/
SummerResearchInternship.

International Exchange

The University has exchange agreements with over 280 higher 
education institutions in over 35 countries/regions covering 
Asia, Australia, Europe and the Americas, including the world’s 
top universities: the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
(USA), Stanford University (USA), the California Institute of 
Technology (Cal Tech) (USA), the University of Toronto (Canada), 
the University of Liverpool (UK), the Technical University of 
Denmark (Denmark), the National University of Singapore 
(Singapore), the Nanyang Technological University (Singapore), 
the University of New South Wales (Australia), Osaka University 
(Japan), Seoul National University (Korea), Tsinghua University 
(China), Peking University (China), etc.

Placement and Internship Programme (PIP)

To assist students in fostering their future career development, 
the Faculty has initiated the Placement and Internship Progamme 
(PIP) since 1975. Many students take the option of a one-year 
industrial full-time placement before they continue final year 
of study. They can be involved in a supervised training in an 
organization normally for a period of twelve months, during which 
they will be exposed to the real industrial working environment 
and will take part in practical projects working together with 
experienced engineering professionals. The comprehensive and 
intensive training can provide the students with valuable work 
experience.

The Faculty also collaborates with companies to hold recruitment 
talks, technology seminars and workshops periodically such that 
students can keep abreast of the industrial trend.

For more information, please visit https://pip.erg.cuhk.edu.
hk.

Local and International Competitions

A variety of non-classroom activities throughout the school year 
will be arranged. In particular, students will have opportunities 
to join international or regional programming and engineering 
competitions, including the ACM-ICPC International Collegiate 
Programming Contest, the Intel Cup Undergraduate Electronic 
Design Contest – Embedded System Design Invitational Contest, 
the “Challenge Cup” Extracurricular Academic Science and 
Technology Works Competition, the Asia Student Supercomputer 
Challenge (ASC), the Robocon Hong Kong Contest, etc. and 
also supercomputing contests such as Knowledge Discovery 
and Data Mining Cup, Microsoft Imagine Cup, etc. Through 
the competitions, students will learn how to address real-world 
problems with computer science and engineering. Both the 
hands-on experience and ranking from the competitions will be a 
huge plus for students’ future job search and career development.

Diverse Learning Experience and 
Enhancement Programmes
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Alumni’s Words

During my enriching journey at CUHK, I have created cherished memories 
and embraced numerous opportunities that have profoundly shaped me. As a 
member of the pioneering batch of the AIST program, my fellow classmates and 
I encountered uncertainties, yet we discovered abundant pathways for personal 
and academic growth. The close-knit community within our major fostered 
strong bonds with classmates and underclassmen, enabling us to forge lasting 
connections. 

Thanks to the invaluable connections and knowledge I have gained at CUHK, I 
have been able to apply my academic expertise in AIST to successfully launch 
and operate my own startup with some CSE friends I met in the programme. 
This university has played a pivotal role in shaping my career path and creating 
opportunities for personal growth. The resources provided by CUHK, especially 
the PI Centre and EPIN, have contributed significantly in our achievements. With 
support from CUHK, we have been able to transform our aspirations into reality. I 
will be forever grateful for the transformative experience and lifelong connections 
I have gained during my time at CUHK.

Studying Computer Science at CUHK has been an incredible journey filled 
with challenges. Most of my time at CUHK was spent on the CUHK ICPC 
Programming Team, operated under the CSE Department. Throughout the years, 
we spent hours every day discussing algorithms and practicing our skills through 
contests. Thanks to the Department’s support, we could travel and compete with 
world-class Asian programmers. I’m proud of our team’s achievements, including 
winning Gold Awards at multiple regionals and the continental final. It shows that 
Hong Kong can nurture talents whose abilities are on par with the best in the 
world.

What I liked about the Computer Science curriculum is the emphasis on 
theoretical knowledge, taught through courses like Data Structures, Formal 
Languages and Automata Theory, and Principles of Programming Languages. 
The importance of these courses is often overlooked by many as they seem too 
abstract and impractical. However, they have been fundamental in building my 
understanding of how computers work. I think that is what differentiates studying 
Computer Science from solely trying to land a job as a Software Engineer.

Henry Chiu
(2023 AIST Graduate, 

Start-Up Founder, OAO Limited)

Ethen Yuen
(2024 CSCI Graduate, 

Software Engineer, Nex Team Inc.)
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