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The Medical Pluralism of Infertility: Assisted Reproductive 
Technologies, Traditional Chinese Medicine, and Sacred Treatments

This presentation focuses on infertility and utilizes the theory of medical pluralism and its framework to discuss
pluralistic medical strategies and their relationships to the local infertile women in Guangxi, China. The social
and cultural environment has created a local fertility culture, in which fertility not only ensures the continuation
of the family line but also defines a woman’s role and life meaning. Infertility is considered as "different", which
leads to women having low self-esteem, having damaged social relationships, and living in a precarious marriage.
As a result, pursuing reproductive success becomes the center of the infertile women’s lives. In the medical
pluralism of the local infertile women, Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ARTs) occupy a core position, and
Traditional Chinese Medicine and Sacred Treatments are important supplements to ARTs. ARTs repair the body’s
“obstacles”, Traditional Chinese Medicine regulates the body’s balance, and Sacred Treatments relieve
psychological anxiety. Indeed, they complement each other, giving infertile women the confidence they need to
continue treatment and contributing to reproductive success.
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