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1. Spirit-Writing and Salvation — the
Development of the Ming-Qing
Daoist Spirit-Writing Cults of Liizu
and Related Literati Altars
Prof. Lai Chi Tim
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Imperiled Destinies: The Daoist Quest for Deliverance in Medieval China
(BB LM E - BHiERD ) > B REEE

3. Alain Arrault, 4 History of Cultic Images in China: The Domestic Statuary of Hunan (Hong

Kong: The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press, 2020).

4.  Robert Ford Campany, The Chinese Dreamscape, 300 BCE-800 CE (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Asia Center, 2020).

5. Livia Kohn, The Zhong-Lii System of Internal Alchemy (St. Petersburg, FL: Three Pines
Press, 2020).

6. J.E.E. Pettit and Chao-jan Chang, 4 Library of Clouds: The Scripture of The Immaculate
Numen and the Rewriting of Daoist Texts (Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 2020).
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Knotting the Banner:
Ritual and Relationship in Daoist Practice
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Ritual and Relationship in Daocist Practice
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In the hills of China’s central Hunan province, an anxious young apprentice officiates over a Daoist ritual known
as the Banner Rite to Summon Sire Yin. Before a crowd of masters, relatives, and villagers—and the entire
pantheon of gods and deceased masters ritually invited to witness the event—he seeks to summon Celestial Lord
Yin Jiao, the ferocious deity who supplies the exorcistic power to protect and heal bodies and spaces from illness
and misfortune. If the apprentice cannot bring forth the deity, the rite is considered a failure and the ordination
suspended: His entire professional career hangs in the balance before it even begins.

This richly textured study asks how the Banner Rite works or fails to work in its own terms. How do the
cosmological, theological, and anthropological assumptions ensconced in the ritual itself account for its own
efficacy or inefficacy? Weaving together ethnography, textual analysis, photography, and film, David J. Mozina
invites readers into the religious world of ritual masters in today’s south China. He shows that the efficacy
of rituals like the Banner Rite is driven by the ability of a ritual master to form an intimate relationship with
exorcistic deities like Yin Jiao, which is far from guaranteed. Mozina reveals the ways in which such ritual
claims are rooted in the great liturgical movements of the Song and Yuan dynasties (960—1368) and how they are
performed these days amid the social and economic pressures of rural life in the post-Mao era.

Written for students and scholars of Daoism and Chinese religion, Knotting the Banner will also appeal to
anthropologists and comparative religionists, especially those working on ritual.
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Heavenly Masters:
Two Thousand Years of the Daoist State
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The origins of modern Daoism can be traced to the Church of the Heavenly Master (Tianshidao), reputedly
established by the formidable Zhang Daoling. In 142 CE, according to Daoist tradition, Zhang was visited by the
Lord on High, who named him his vicar on Earth with the title Heavenly Master. The dispensation articulated an
eschatological vision of saving initiates — the pure, those destined to become immortals — by enforcing a strict
moral code. Under evolving forms, Tianshidao has remained central to Chinese society, and Daoist priests have
upheld their spiritual allegiance to Zhang, their now divinized founder. This book tells the story of the longue
durée evolution of the Heavenly Master leadership and institution.

Later hagiography credits Zhang Daoling’s great-grandson, putatively the fourth Heavenly Master, with
settling the family at Longhushan (Dragon and Tiger Mountain); in time his descendants — down to the present
contested sixty-fifth Heavenly Master living in Taiwan — made the extraordinary claim of being able to transmit
hereditarily the function of the Heavenly Master and the power to grant salvation. Over the next twelve centuries,
the Zhangs turned Longhushan into a major holy site and a household name in the Chinese world and constructed a
large administrative center for the bureaucratic management of Chinese society. They gradually built the Heavenly
Master institution, which included a sacred site; a patriarchal line of successive Heavenly Masters wielding vast
monopolistic powers to ordain humans and gods; a Zhang lineage that nurtured talent and accumulated wealth;
and a bureaucratic apparatus comprised of temples, training centers, and a clerical hierarchy. So well-designed
was this institution that it remained stable for more than a millennium, far outlasting the longest dynasties, and
had ramifications for every city and village in imperial China.

In this ambitious work, Vincent Goossaert traces the Heavenly Master bureaucracy from medieval times to
the modern Chinese nation-state as well as its expansion. His in-depth portraits of influential Heavenly Masters
are skillfully embedded in a large-scale analysis of the institution and its rules, ideology, and vision of society.
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New Daoist Studies % FWF 7€ E: iy i 55 (9% 3C)

In order to advance the academic research and
publication on Daoist studies, the Centre has entered
into an agreement with the University of Hawai’i
Press and The Chinese University Press to publish
the “New Daoist Studies” series. This series will be
in English and is projected to release each year.

The scope of the series is broadly defined as all social
sciences and humanities to the study of Daoism. We
call for submissions of English book manuscripts
of original scholarship, which explore Daoism in
its social and historical contexts, from pre-modern
to contemporary period. Submissions will be peer-
reviewed and be endorsed by an academic advisory
board.

Please send submissions to: daoist@cuhk.edu.hk
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