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1. Spirit-Writing and Salvation — the Development
of the Ming—Qing Daoist Spirit-Writing Cults of
Liizu and Related Literati Altars
Prof. Lai Chi Tim

Mg (BR (EBAE2E) B

The cult to Liizu has an important place in the
history of modern Daoism, so that one may say that
it became a new chapter in the history of Daoist
traditions after the mid-Ming. However, past
historical research on Daoism tended to overtly
rely, both in methodological and empirical terms,
on the Zhengtong Daozang, thus overemphasizing
the unidirectionality of the relationship between
Quanzhen and Liizu, many scholars ignored the
great quantity of Daoist scriptures revealed by
Liizu via spirit-writing in the period from the
Wanli reign to the mid-Qing period. Gathering
the available Daoist scriptures revealed in
various spirit-writing altars to Liizu during these
centuries, the present study will organize and
analyze, from a broad perspective, the historical
development of the Ming—Qing cult to Liizu as
well as related communities of spirit-writing
altars run by literati. Also, by researching how
various spirit-writing altars to Liizu contributed
to an incessant remodeling of Liizu’s planchette
writing, it will discuss how the immortal’s position
in the divine hierarchy as well as his theological
meaning deepended and expanded in the process
of development of spirit-writing altars between
the Wanli and Jiaging periods. It is important to
mention that the materials dlscussed in this part
include 19 Proclamations of Liizu (s E#%), which

B R EBE  (Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient) S 1EH WA CGEAWF L 2% ~ L
BLALEr) 55 AR o A SIS B TR R SO BN TR
L%&%%Aii 5 B A A B -
» i ARHEA AR B 3R S RIS A5 AR BT -

A o A S ] 1 2 AL LA A 1 3 e %
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the author gathered from various editions of the
Liizu quanshu =H23. Finally, this study will
discuss the background leadmg to Liizu’s official
canonization as “Xieyuan Za un Chunyang
Yanzheng Jlnghua Fuyou Dijun” % 718 4 4115
IEFH A in 1840 (9™ year of the Jiaqing reign
period), the official cult to Liizu as well as the
local cults to Liizu in all provinces of the realm,
as stipulated by the Ministry of Rites, reaching
the following conclusion: the adoption of Liizu’s
cult both on the official and local levels was
a consequence of the effervescence of Liizu’s
planchette writing in the period stretching from
the Wanli through the Jiaqing reigns.
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Knotting the Banner:
Ritual and Relationship in Daoist Practice
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In the hills of China's central Hunan province, an anxious young apprentice officiates over a Daoist ritual known
as the Banner Rite to Summon Sire Yin. Before a crowd of masters, relatives, and villagers--and the entire
pantheon of gods and deceased masters ritually invited to witness the event--he seeks to summon Celestial Lord
Yin Jiao, the ferocious deity who supplies the exorcistic power to protect and heal bodies and spaces from illness
and misfortune. If the apprentice cannot bring forth the deity, the rite is considered a failure and the ordination
suspended: His entire professional career hangs in the balance before it even begins.

This richly textured study asks how the Banner Rite works or fails to work in its own terms. How do the
cosmological, theological, and anthropological assumptions ensconced in the ritual itself account for its own
efficacy or inefficacy? Weaving together ethnography, textual analysis, photography, and film, David J. Mozina
invites readers into the religious world of ritual masters in today's south China. He shows that the efficacy
of rituals like the Banner Rite is driven by the ability of a ritual master to form an intimate relationship with
exorcistic deities like Yin Jiao, which is far from guaranteed. Mozina reveals the ways in which such ritual
claims are rooted in the great liturgical movements of the Song and Yuan dynasties (960-1368) and how they are
performed these days amid the social and economic pressures of rural life in the post-Mao era.

Written for students and scholars of Daoism and Chinese religion, Knotting the Banner will also appeal to
anthropologists and comparative religionists, especially those working on ritual.
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New Daoist Studies % FWF 7€ B bl i 55 (9% 3C)

In order to advance the academic research and
publication on Daoist studies, the Centre has entered
into an agreement with the University of Hawai’i
Press and The Chinese University Press to publish
the “New Daoist Studies” series. This series will be
in English and is projected to release each year.

The scope of the series is broadly defined as all social
sciences and humanities to the study of Daoism. We
call for submissions of English book manuscripts
of original scholarship, which explore Daoism in
its social and historical contexts, from pre-modern
to contemporary period. Submissions will be peer-
reviewed and be endorsed by an academic advisory
board.

Please send submissions to: daoist@cuhk.edu.hk
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