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Exhibition Catalogue: 7he Studio and the Altar: Daoist Art in China

A fully illustrated catalogue has been compiled to complement the exhibition, “The Studio and the Altar: Daoist Art in
China”, which was jointly organized by the Centre for the Studies of Daoist Culture and the Art Museum of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Taoist Association.

The catalogue features almost a hundred Daoist art items, all of which are accompanied by full-color illustrations and
detailed descriptions in English and Chinese. The catalogue represents a significant reference work on Daoist art with the
inclusion of two scholarly research articles contributed by Professor Lai Chi Tim, Director of the Centre for the Studies of
Daoist Culture of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, and Professor Kristofer Schipper, Director of the International
Sinological Institute of Fuzhou University, as well as cited references and selected bibliography.

Recent Activities -

The exhibition catalogue comes in hardcover with 234 pages, priced at HK$250 - per copy and is available at both the
Art Museum and the Centre for the Studies of Daooist Culture, the Chinese University of Hong Kong. A special price of
HK$200 - per copy is offered during the exhibition period (February 23 — May 11, 2008). Mail order is also available (see the
attached mail order form).

Public Lecture: “Dao(ism) and Chinese Art”

A public lecture on “Dao(ism) and Chinese Art” given by Professor Kristofer Schipper,
Director of the International Sinological Institute of Fuzhou University, a key event that came
with the exhibition “The Studio and the Altar: Daoist Art in China”, was held on February 23,
2008 at the Lecture Hall of the Hong Kong Museum of Art.

According to Professor Schipper, among other forms of religious art, Daoist art was the
least understood. He said the definition, proposed by the Daoist Art Exhibition held in
Chicago in 2000, that Daoist art worked in the service of Daoism was far from satisfactory.
He said the vitality of Daoist art lay in its arena for self-cultivation. He remarked that the
interactions between the literati and the Dao in the form of self cultivation that was required
in many Chinese art forms could well be observed. One of the examples he brought up was
the Boshan incense burner (exhibit 111:01), which represented the sacred mountains
inhabited by immortals, worked not only as a visual aid for the practitioner’'s contemplation,
but it also had a significant bearing on Chinese landscape painting.

In answering one of the questions raised by the audience on the difference between  The Boshan Incense Burner (I11:01)
“Daojiao” and “Daojia”, Professor Schipper said the differentiation was tainted by prejudice
and had no taxonomic value. Professor Lai Chi Tim, facilitator of the lecture, added that the assumption of jiao as “religion”
and jia, “philosophy” was arbitrary. Professor Schipper said that Daoism itself never made such distinction and that we might
as well respect it as such.

The lecture was very well received with a full attendance. Professor Archie Lee, Dean of the Faculty of Arts of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong, presented a souvenir to Professor Schipper at the end of the event.

Publication of Collected Essays on Modern Development of Daoism

A collection of essays exploring modern development of Dacism was published in March this year. The publication was
a result of the 2nd Summer Intensive Program in “Daoist Culture and Management” with essays contributed by the students
of the program who were all Daoist priests from Mainland China.

To reflect on and to take up the challenges brought about by today’s rapid social changes, the essays focus on four main
areas namely: “Modern Management for Daoist Temples”, “Perspectives on the Evangelization of Daoism”, “Models of
Communication in Evangelism”, and “Daoist Education and Modern Society”.

The book is not for sale. Those who are interested may request for a copy of the book by downloading a requisition form
from our website.
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