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Comparative Approaches to the Study of Chinese Intellectual History:
Reflections on the Work of Yu Ying-shih
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Moderator / Professor Cheung Hiu-yu
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Date / 2 November 2023 (Thursday)

R/ FROEELE

Time / 4:00 p.m.

WE/ BEPXARBREBTHEM THES

Venue / Cho Yiu Conference Hall, G/F, University Administration Building, CUHK
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Culture and History: Yu Ying-shih, Weber, and Approaches to
Comparative History

EF/ MKBEE
Moderator / Professor Puk Wing-kin
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Date / 5 November 2023 (Sunday)

BfE / FHE=RIE
Time / 3:00 p.m.

E / BEBRELEYEL N EER
Venue / Lecture Hall, G/F, Hong Kong Museum of History
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The lectures will be conducted in English
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Comparative Approaches to the Study of Chinese
Intellectual History: Reflections on the Work of Yu Ying-shih

Throughout his career, Yu Ying-shih worked to place the history
of China within a larger word-historical framework. Although the field of
global history has continued to develop since Yu Ying-shih’s ground-
breaking work, intellectual, cultural, and religious history have figured
much less prominently in this scholarship than they did in Yu Ying-shih’s
arguments. The goal of this talk will be to ask what happens if we follow
Yu Ying-shih’s lead in taking intellectual, cultural, and religious history
seriously when we explore world history.
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Culture and History: Yu Ying-shih, Weber, and Approaches to
Comparative History

Yu Ying-shih’s response to Weber’'s arguments concerning capitalism
in China involved a significant attempt to re-think not only the Weberian
framework but also basic assumptions in how to approach world history.
My goal in this talk will be to discuss the larger implications of Yu
Ying-shih’s arguments about how we might approach the inter-relations of
Chinese religious and economic history from a comparative perspective.
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Biography of Professor Michael Puett

Professor Michael Puett is the Walter C. Klein Professor of Chinese
History and Anthropology at Harvard University. His interests are focused
on the inter-relations between religion, philosophy, anthropology, and
history, with the hope of bringing the study of China into larger historical
and comparative frameworks. He is the author of The Ambivalence of
Creation: Debates Concerning Innovation and Artifice in Early China and
To Become a God: Cosmology, Sacrifice, and Self-Divinization in Early
China, as well as the co-author, with Adam Seligman, Robert Weller, and
Bennett Simon, of Ritual and its Consequences: An Essay on the Limits
of Sincerity.
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Monographs by Professor Michael Puett

. After Wisdom: Sapiential Traditions and Ancient Scholarship in

Comparative Perspective. Co-edited with Glenn W. Most. (Leiden:
Brill, 2023.)

The Huainanzi and Textual Production in Early China. Co-edited
with Sarah A. Queen. (Leiden: Brill, 2014.)

Ritual and its Consequences: An Essay on the Limits of Sincerity.
Co-authored with Robert Weller, Adam Seligman, and Bennett Simon.
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008.)

To Become a God: Cosmology, Sacrifice, and Self-Divinization in
Early China. (Cambridge: Harvard University Asia Center, 2002.)

The Ambivalence of Creation: Debates Concerning Innovation
and Artifice in Early China. (Stanford: Stanford University Press,
2001.)
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In 2007, CUHK New Asia College and Chung Chi College came
together to establish the Yu Ying-shih Lecture in History, which is co-
organised with CUHK Department of History. A distinguished historian
is invited each year to deliver lectures and seminars on interested
topics in History. This year marks its 14" edition. Among the leading
scholars invited to deliver the lecture have been Professor Hsu
Cho-yun of the University of Pittsburgh; Professor Wang Gung-wu of the
National University of Singapore; Professor Chang Hao of The Ohio State
University; Professor Wang Fan-sen of the Academia Sinica, Taiwan;
Professor Luo Zhitian of the Peking University and Sichuan University;
Professor Huang Chin-shing of the Institute of History and Philology,
Academia Sinica; Professor Yeh Wen-hsin of the University of California
at Berkeley; Professor Hoyt Tillman of the Arizona State University;
Professor Chen Jo-shui of the National Taiwan University; Professor
Michael Nylan of the University of California at Berkeley; Professor He
Jun of the Fudan University; Professor David Faure of The Chinese
University of Hong Kong; and Professor Xu Guoqi of The University of
Hong Kong. The lecture is currently sponsored by the Austin-Eminence
Charitable Foundation.
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Infroduction of New Asia College
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