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PHIL 4532  
Seminar on Western Philosophy 

Moral Realism 
2024-25 Term 2 

Provisional Course Outline 
 
 
Time：Mon 1:30PM - 4:15PM 

Location：ERB 408 

Medium of Instruction：Cantonese and English 

Instructor：Dr. Frank Yun-chak Chong (Department of Philosophy) 

Email：yunchak@gmail.com 

Tutor：TBA 
 
Course Overview: 
This course explores Moral Realism and its challenges through reading Shelly Kagan's latest book, 
Answering Moral Skepticism (Oxford, 2023), and relevant articles. It addresses key metaethical questions 
such as: 

• Are there irreducible normative truths? 
• Are substantive moral sentences truth-apt? 
• How could we know normative facts? 
• How do moral values motivate us to act? 

 
Advisory to Majors: to be taken in year 3 or above, and have taken PHIL3000 Ethics 
 
Learning Outcomes:  

• Identify and characterize the central questions and positions in metaethical debates related to 
moral realism. 

• Develop skills to read philosophical texts and follow the debates in metaethics. 
• Reflect upon the nature of morality. 
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Course Schedule: 
 

Week Date Lecture Topic Required Reading Assessment 

1 Jan 6 Introduction  AMS. pp. 8-41  
2 Jan 13 Nihilism AMS. pp. 42-64; 65-78  
3 Jan 20 Noncognitivism  AMS. pp. 79-103   
4 Jan 27 Disagreement  AMS. pp. 104-125    
5 Feb 3 Public holiday 
6 Feb 10 Relativism AMS. pp. 129-157  
7 Feb 17 Knowledge AMS. pp. 158-191   
8 Feb 24 Evolution AMS. pp. 192- 224 Midterm Essay – 1st Draft 
9 Mar 3 Reading week  
10 Mar 10  Explanation  AMS. pp. 225-247 &  
11 Mar 17 Motivation AMS. pp. 248-276 Midterm Essay – 2ndDraft 
12 Mar 24 Reasons AMS. pp. 277-308  
13 Mar 31 Reductionism  AMS. pp. 308-341  
14 Apr 7 Realism  AMS. pp. 342-363 &  

AMS. pp.364-372 
 

15 Apr 14 Summary   
    Final Essay 

 
Course Textbook: 

• Kagan, Shelly. Answering Moral Skepticism. Oxford, 2023. (or AMS) 
 
Additional Readings: TBA 
 
Assessments: 
In-class Participation: 10%  
In-class Group Presentation: 20% 
Midterm Essay: 30% 
Final Essay: 40% 
 
Grade Descriptor: 
http://phil.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/~phidept/UG/Grade_descriptors.pdf 
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Feedback for evaluation: 

a. Course and teaching evaluation survey will be conducted in the second last week of the course.  
Students are reminded of their responsibility and right to give feedback to facilitate 
enhancement of the course. 

b. Students are welcome to give feedbacks to the course teacher at any time in person or through 
emails. 

 
Academic honesty and plagiarism: 
Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the 
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may 
be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/  .  
With each assignment, students are required to submit a signed declaration (attachment 1) that they are 
aware of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the 
same group should be asked to sign the declaration.  
For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and 
submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon 
students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be 
graded by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide. 
 


