PHIL 3111
Pre-Qin Confucian Philosophy
Tuesday 9:30-12:15; ERB 408

Outline (Tentative)

Instructor: Professor Huang Yong Tutor:

I Outline (as stated in CUSIS)

This course explores Confucian philosophy and its development in the Pre-Qin period by examining such
Confucian classics as The Analects, The Mencius, and The Xunzi. Focus will be on their philosophical
significance to the contemporary world

I1. Learning Outcome (as listed in CUSIS)

1. Have a grasp of the major ideas and theories of Pre-Qin Confucian philosophy.

2. Read and interpret the texts covered in the course.

3. Reflect the modern relevance of Pre-Qin Confucian philosophy.

4. Be able to engage in critical discussion, to put forward and defend their own ideas concerning Confucian
philosophy.

III. Topics
See below, “VII. Schedule”

IV. Learning Activities

1.

w

Read the assigned readings before the class;

Attend the weekly class meeting from the beginning to the end and actively participate at classroom
discussion;

Attend and actively participate at each of the three discussion sessions and make 2 presentations.
Write three papers, on the Analects, the Mencius, and the Xunzi respectively: [a] Each paper should
have at least 2000 English words or 3000 Chinese characters; [b] The paper must be on one of the
topics discussed in class [papers on topics not discussed in class are not accepted]; [c] it must
critically engage at least two assigned secondary readings, in addition to the primary text
(mandatory) and secondary literature outside the assigned reading list (optional); [d] the paper may
start with a summary of the readings, both primary and secondary, but it must develop/defend
something unique of its own; [e] the paper is due one week after the discussion on the text is
finished [the paper on the Analects is due in the class of the 6" week; the paper on the Mencius is
due in the class of the 10™ week; the paper on the Xunzi is due to my office/mailbox one week from
the last class meeting); Later papers within a week of the deadline are accepted for a discounted
grade (for example, an “A” grade will become “A-", and no papers more than a week later are
accepted; (f) the paper can be based on and/or expanded from the presentation.

V. Assessment Scheme

Items Explanation Ratio
Two Presentations 15%
Three papers 70 %
Preparation for and

Participation at class 15%
discussion

VI. Learning Resources

A. Primary Texts (and Their English Translations)
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Lau, D.C., trans., The Analects. New York: Penguin, 1979.
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Lau, D.C., trans, The Mencius, Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1970
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Knoblock, John, trans., Xunzi: A Translation and Study of the Complete Works, 3 vols., Stanford: Stanford
University Press, 1988-1990.
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http://easysearch.lib.cuhk.edu.hk/primo_library/libweb/action/display.do?frbrVersion=3&tabs=detailsTab&ct=display&fn=search&doc=TN_mla1998070689&indx=148&recIds=TN_mla1998070689&recIdxs=7&elementId=7&renderMode=poppedOut&displayMode=full&frbrVersion=3&fctN=facet_creationdate&fctN=facet_rtype&fctN=facet_lang&dscnt=0&rfnGrp=3&rfnGrp=2&rfnGrp=1&fctV=%5B1970+TO+2014%5D&fctV=articles&fctV=eng&tab=article_tab&dstmp=1406626108808&mode=Basic&rfnGrpCounter=3&vl(freeText0)=mencius&vid=CUHK

VIL

Schedule (subject to change at the instructor’s discretion)

Note: Reading materials listed for each week below are secondary literatures; for weeks 2-5, the
Analects [in Chinese original or in its English translation; same below] is the primary reading; for
weeks 6-9, the Mencius is the primary reading; and for weeks 10-13, the Xunzi is the primary reading.

Week Topic Readings Tutorial | Notes
1 Introduction: Pre-Confucius
] 7 Confucianism, Confucianism in
anuary Pre-Qin Philosophy, the later
development of Confucianism
2 The Analects 1 Analects; Huang 2013: ch.
2; [Cua 1977; Ivanhoe 1990;
January 14 r?;%ht we turn the other cheek or Van Norden 2002a:
’ Olberding 2012: ch. 4;
Raphals 2014]
3 The Analects 11 Analects; Huang 2013: ch.
. 3; [Chong 1998; Olberding
?
January 21 Why Be Virtuous? 2013; Tu 1987; Van Norden
2007: ch. 2; Wilson 2002;
Yu 2007: chs. 1 & 2]
4 The Analects IV Analects; Huang 2013: ch.
February 4 | Filial Piety: When your parents i; Huang _201;; [ 200; '
commit wrongdoing gl 2010 ] b 2011 5 SR
B 2014 ; 222012 » E
2013 » 5EFIFS 2013]
5
February 11 | Discussion Session 1: Confucius
6 The Mencius 1: Lee Minghuei 2013; Im
February 18 | The Nature of Mencius’s Ethics: 2011; Huang 2024
Deontological, Consequential, or
Virtual Ethical?
The first
Paper Due
7 The Mencius 11: Wong 1991; Wong 1991a;
S Wong 2002; Thara 1991,
February 25 | Moral Reason and Motivation: Kim 2014; [Chong 2007:
ch. 4; McRae 2011; Cua
2005: ch. 15; Shun 1989;
Van Norden 1991; Im 1999;
Ivanhoe 2002;]
8 The Mencius 111: Liu 2002, Liu 2002a,
., . Ivanhoe 2011; Lebkuecher
March 11 Mencius’s Metaethics 2024; Huang forthcoming




(Shun 1997: 94-112; Finlay
2012; Rosati 2006);

9 Discussion Session II: Mencius
March 18
10 The Xunzi 1 The Xunzi 23,1.8,5.9;9.19;
A Dilemma in Xunzi’s View of 2B7f7; 'Nlivzli)(())l(l) 1_91%.621.;
Human Nature? ehunia ., od; NIVISon
March 25 ’ 2000, Behuniak 2000b;
[Chong 2008; Cua 2005: 3-
38; Fung 2012; Hutton
2000; Lau 2000; Munro
1996]
The 274
paper due
11 The Xunzi 11 The Xunzi 2, 19, 21; Van
. TP Norden 2000, Wong 2000,
April 1 l(\}/lorzl Motivation: Origin of the Kline IIT 2000, Li 2011 [Cua
oodness 2005: 39-72 & 160-190;
Goldin 2000: ch. 1; Hagen
2011; Ivanhoe 2000; Yearley
2014]
12 The Xunzi 111 The Xunzi 19, 21,22, 17.7,
. . . 20.3, 21.1 ; Ivanhoe 1991a,
April | The Rature of Xunzi’s Bihics: 2000; Goldin 2000: ch. 3;
Calistm or Lonstructivism: Hagen 2000, Wong 2006:
37-41, 211-220 [Benson
2014; Hagen 2003, 2007:
ch. 4; Kline IIT 2004; Lee
2004: ch. 5; Kupperman
2000]
13
April 15 Discussion Session I1I: Xunzi
April 22
The 3%
paper due
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IX. Contacts

Professor

Name HUANG Yong

Office 421 Fung King Hey Building
Tel. 3943 9678

E-mail yonghuang@cuhk.edu.hk

TA

Name David Chung

Office

Tel.

E-mail CKMDavid@link.cuhk.edu.hk

X. Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the disciplinary
guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations. Details may be found at
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware of these
policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the same group should
be asked to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and
submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon
students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be graded
by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.



http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/
http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/p10.htm

