Investigation of Exported Canton Enameled Copper Wares of Qing
Dynasty
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Abstract: Although Canton painted enamel on metal was not among the main commodities of
Guangdong’s export, its trade was extended far away to Europe, North America, West Asia and Southeast
Asia. In response to the different market demands and cultural habits of the destinations, canton enamels
exported to the above regions differed in terms of style, decoration, function and usage. The majority of
the canton enamel products sold to the Western and the Islamic world were used as daily necessities,
while those sold to Europe and the United States were more delicate in shape and decoration. In the early
and middle of the 18th century, family crests and western-style designs were popular, and the techniques
of painting were superb. In the late 18th century, especially in the 19th century, with the expansion of the
consumer groups, the Cantonese enamel painting became rough in style, vulgar in color, and luxuriant
in patterns. Canton enamels exported to Thailand were partly related to religion, in that yellow and red
colors as well as the Phanom and Kinnari patterns were frequently used, reflecting local characteristics.
Canton enamels to the Islamic world also presented prominent features of Islamic art through the use of
Islamic metal ware and the combination of dark blue and golden colors.
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