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Contact Information

Programme Director

Prof. LAI Chi Tim

Tel: 3943 7395

Email: laichitim@cuhk.edu.hk

Meeting by appointment (via Ms. Crystal Wong)

General Office

MA in Religious Studies,

Department of Cultural and Religious Studies

Ms. Crystal WONG

Tel: 3943 6508

Email: mars@cuhk.edu.hk

Address: Room 301, Leung Kau Kui Building, CUHK
Office hours: Tue Thur Fri 0900-1300, Wed 1300-1830

Graduate School Office
Tel: 3943 8976
Email: gradschool@cuhk.edu.hk
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MA in Religious Studies
Student Manual 2023-24

Before commencing your study

Checklist

Complete online registration

Submit student visa application (for non-local students only)

Submit documents to fulfil admission condition(s), if any

Perform course registration in Aug

Receive V-code and activate MyCUHK account

Complete online documents verification (for non-local students only)

Collect your CU Link (Student ID Card)

For details, please visit: https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/admissions/registration/how-
to-register

Orientation

Orientation Session for Newly Admitted MARS students

Date: 9 Sep 2023 (Sat)
Time: 14:30 (roughly 1-1.5 hrs)
Venue: Wu Ho Man Yuen Building (WMY_306), CUHK

MARS Academic Writing Workshop (Compulsory for new students)

Date: 14 Oct 2023 (Sat)

Time: 14:30-16:30

Venue: Wu Ho Man Yuen Building (WMY_406), CUHK

Content: Knowledge and skills for writing a good academic paper

Orientation Programme and Guides by Office of Student Affairs

Since Mid-July, the Office of Student Affairs have been posting orientation
programme and guides for new postgraduate students. Information can be
found as below:

https://lces.osa.cuhk.edu.hk/pgso/
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Learning and Cultural Enhancement Section (LCES) for non-local students

To facilitate non-local students’ study and adjustment in CUHK, the Learning
and Cultural Enhancement Section (LCES) put together Tips for Incoming
Students and set up a one-stop platform SharePoint to disseminate important
announcement and information to non-local students. In addition,
information related to off-campus accommodation is made available for non-
local students.

https://Ices.osa.cuhk.edu.hk/non-local-services/overview

Compass for Non-Local Students 2023-24

https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/osa/lces/OrientationLibrary/Compass(Eng) 2023
0807.pdf

3. Learning Guidelines

Programme Information

The most updated programme information such as Course List (Appendix 1),
Study Scheme (Appendix 2), 2023-24 Course Offering (Appendix 3) and
Course Outlines are available for download at the Programme website:

https://www2.crs.cuhk.edu.hk/mars/course-list

https://www2.crs.cuhk.edu.hk/mars/study-scheme

https://www.crs.cuhk.edu.hk/download/CourseOffering/CourseOffering-
MARS-2023-24.pdf

https://www2.crs.cuhk.edu.hk/programmes-courses/course-outlines

University Almanac

University Calendar 2023-24 (Appendix 4)
For full version, please visit:

https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/download/UniversityAlmanac202324.pdf

*No class will be scheduled during university holidays and Lunar New Year vacation.

*There is no reading week for Postgraduate Programme.

Term Dates

First term 4 September 2023 (Mon) — 2 December 2023 (Sat)

Second term 8 January 2024 (Mon) — 20 April 2024 (Sat)
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iv.  Add/ Drop Period

Students can enroll and withdraw courses during Add/Drop Periods:

First term Add / Drop

4 September 2023 (Mon) — 18 September 2023 (Mon)

Second term Add / Drop

8 January 2024 (Mon) — 22 January 2024 (Mon)

*Enrolment priority is given to (i) final year part-time students, or (ii) full-time students in

MARS

v.  Academic Honesty

The University places very high importance on honesty in academic work
submitted by students and adopts a policy of zero tolerance on academic
dishonesty. Any related offence will lead to disciplinary action including
termination of studies at the University. Students should read the content of
this website and avoid any practice that would not be acceptable.

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/

All assignments should be submitted to VeriGuide for checking and
accompanied by a signed declaration statement when submitting to

teachers.

VeriGuide:

https://academic.veriguide.org/academic/

VeriGuide User Manual:

http://phil.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/~phidept/MA/Veriguide for Students.pdf

vi. Graduation Process

Graduation assessment will be conducted when students are about to reach
the expected graduation date. For details, please visit:

https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/page/Graduation

4. Learning Support

i. Centre for Learning Enhancement And Research (CLEAR)

The Centre organised related short courses to help postgraduate students
do their research. These modules are collectively referred to as the
Improving Postgraduate Learning (IPL) programme.
https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clear/prodev/ipl.html#brief
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Independent Learning Centre (ILC)

The Postgraduate Corner consolidates valuable academic resources to
facilitate your study at the CUHK. It offers a useful starting point to help you
learn critical areas in your PG journey independently. For individual help from
our ILC teachers with the preparation of your written or oral work, you can
book a consultation session via their website. They also offer workshops
specifically for PG students.

PG Corner @ ILC - The one stop resource platform for CUHK postgraduates:

https://www.ilc.cuhk.edu.hk/Workshop/PGCorner/

Workshops: https://www.ilc.cuhk.edu.hk/EN/workshops.aspx

Consultations: https://www.ilc.cuhk.edu.hk/EN/consultation.aspx

Multi-media Laboratory

Location Room 310, Leung Kau Kui Building, CUHK

Opening Hours | Mon —Fri 9:00am —5:00pm
(Closed on public holidays and university holidays)

*The Multi-media Laboratory is open to the students of the Department
only. All users must follow the Rules and Regulations posted in the lab.

5. University Guidelines

Postgraduate Student Handbook

The Postgraduate Student Handbook includes information related to your
course and program (same as MARS programme website), university general
information, support facilities and services, rules and regulation. All students
should read the Handbook carefully and study especially those parts related
to your studies, various rules and regulations.

The complete Postgraduate Student Handbook 2023-24 is posted on the
Graduate School website:

https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/page/PostgraduateStudentHandbook

Highlights:
a. General Regulations Governing Postgraduate Studies
All students should read the Regulations, applicable to all postgraduate

students, carefully and in details.
https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/download/General Regulations Pg.pdf
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b. Code of Practice and Graduate Attributes

Rules, policies, and procedures regarding postgraduate studies are set out
in the Code of Practice at the Graduate School website:

https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/page/CodeofPracticeTPg

c. Typhoon and adverse weather arrangement

In case of adverse weather, classes might be suspended, and students
are advised to stay in safe area. The programme will make the following
arrangements when Tropical Cyclone Signal No. 8 or above, or an
“Extreme Condition” announcement or a black rainstorm warning signal
is issued.

https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/download/IX-C.pdf

6. Useful Platforms

i.  Quick IT guide for new students
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https://www.itsc.cuhk.edu.hk/user-trainings/i-want-to/quick-guide-for-new-

students/
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vi.

vii.

viii.

ITSC Service Desk

Student can contact ITSC for IT support and services through ITSC Service Desk:

Online Service Desk: http://cuhk.service-now.com

In-person contact: User Areas, room 109A, 1/F, Pi Chiu Building
Learning Commons, 6/F, Wu Ho Man Yuen Building

Hotline: 3943 8845 (office hours)

Email

The Department, Graduate School and other units of the University will send
announcements and notices to you via the official email. Please check your CUHK
mailbox regularly. Otherwise, you may miss important information, e.g., course
registers, student fee reminders, graduation information etc.

MyCUHK and CUSIS

You can access different information related to the University and study via
MyCUHK (https://portal.cuhk.edu.hk/). You can update your contact information,
perform course registration, check academic results and other study related
matters via CUSIS in MyCUHK. For further guidelines, please visit:
http://www.res.cuhk.edu.hk/en-gb/cusis

CU elLearning System

You may download the course materials and conduct online discussion of each
course via CU eLearning System — Blackboard: https://elearn.cuhk.edu.hk/

CUHK Mobile App

The App includes information such as News, Events, Calendar, Map, School bus
and so on.

https://campusapps.itsc.cuhk.edu.hk/store/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fstore

Graduate School Platform — Student

You may login the GS Platform (Students) by using your Student ID and OnePass
password at https://www.gradsch.cuhk.edu.hk/pgstudent/. Various forms are
available for download, such as Leave of Absence, Request for Transcripts, etc.

Graduate School Website — General Announcement (sent to students via email
as well)
https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/general announcements
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vi.

Vii.

Student ID Card (CU Link)

If you have fulfilled all admission condition(s) and completed your online registration, you may
collect your Student ID Card from the CU Link Card Centre located at Room 804, 8/F, Wu Ho
Man Yuen (WMY) Building.

Student Fee

Notification e-mails will be sent to students two weeks prior to the payment due date.
Students have to check their @link mailbox and login CUSIS to enquire the details of the fee
debit notes.

If you have any questions about payment of student fees, please Vvisit
https://www.fno.cuhk.edu.hk/student/student-fees/fag/ or contact the respective unit of the

Finance Office at dpu@cuhk.edu.hk.

Useful Links

Campus Map

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/english/campus/cuhk-campus-map.html

Classroom Location & Building Abbreviations
https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/page/buildingabbreviation

Campus Transportation (Transport Office)

https://transport.cuhk.edu.hk/

Campus Facilities
https://www.osa.cuhk.edu.hk/tc/joiningcuhk/campus-life/amenities-sport-facilities-
facilities-booking/

Office of Student Affairs

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/osa/

CU Job Link

https://cpdc.osa.cuhk.edu.hk/student/login

Postgraduate/Part-time Student Application for Pre-paid Parking Coupon
https://www.scu.cuhk.edu.hk/index.php/en/campus-parking-labels-coupons-passes

10. Appendix

Appendix 1 - Course List

Appendix 2 - Study Scheme

Appendix 3 - 2023-24 Course Offering
Appendix 4 — University Calendar
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Course List

Code

Core Course

RELS5005

Course Title

Theories of Religious Studies

Area 1: Religions, Heritage and Context

RELS5118
RELS5121
RELS5123
RELS5219
RELS5300
RELS5312
RELS5316
THEOS5226
THEOS5906
THEOS910

Studies on Chinese Buddhism

Popular Religion in China

Taoist Thought

The Hebrew Bible in Contexts

The Study of Islam

Hindu Visions of Divinity

Studies of Humanistic Buddhism

Theology and Feminism

Methods and Paradigms of Christian Studies

New Testament in Contexts

Area 2: Religion, Society and Culture

RELS5129
RELS5143
RELS5273
RELS5314
RELS5325
RELS5326
THEOS5221
THEOS5926

Taoism and Chinese Culture

Contemporary Issues in Ethics, Society & Religion

Catholic Social Ethics

Buddhism and Culture
Christianity in Chinese Literature
Chinese Religion and Literature
Protestantism in Reform China

Christianity and Chinese Culture

Area 3: Religion, Life and Wisdom

RELS5146
RELS5323
RELS5327
RELS5328
RELS5329
RELS5335

Religious Education and Personal Growth
Life and Death in World Religions

Wisdom in Religious Classic

Taoism, Health and Nourishing of Life
Buddhism, Right Mindfulness and Meditation
Understanding Religion through Film

Area 4: Special Topics in Religious Studies

RELS5322
RELS5331
RELS5332
RELS5333

Research Paper in Religious Studies
Special Topics in Religious Studies |
Special Topics in Religious Studies Il

Field Studies of Religious Culture

Appendix 1 - Course List
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Appendix 2 - Study Scheme

Study Scheme*

(Applicable to students admitted in 2022-23 and thereafter)

1. Coursework Requirement

Students are required to complete a minimum of 24 units of courses for graduation.
Out of the 24 units, at least 18 units must be RELS-coded courses.

(i)

(ii)

Required course:
RELS5005
Elective courses:

Any Seven courses from the Four Areas prescribed in the course list with at
least TWO Areas chosen from Area 1, 2 and 3.

2. Other Requirements

(@)

(b)

(€)

Students must fulfill the Term Assessment Requirement of the Graduate
School. For details, please refer to Clause 13.0 "Unsatisfactory Performance
and Discontinuation of Studies" of the General Regulations Governing
Postgraduate Studies which can be accessed from the Graduate School
Homepage: httR://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk.

Students must take at least one course per term throughout the normative
study period stipulated in the "General Regulations Governing Postgraduate
Studies".

A student must achieve a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of at least 2.0
in order to fulfill the graduation requirement, unless special approval is granted
by the Graduate Council.

*Students should consult the student handbook from the Graduate School for details
of programme requirements.



Appendix 3 - 2023-24 Course Offering

THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG
Department of Cultural and Religious Studies
MA in Religious Studies (2023-24)

Course Offering List

Points to Note:

(Updated on 14 July 2023)

1. Students are required to complete a minimum of 24 units of courses for graduation. Qut of the 24 units, at least 18 units must be REL S-coded courses.

2. Students should complete 1 core course and any 7 elective courses from the Four Areas prescribed in the course list with at least TWO Areas chosen

from Area 1, 2 and 3. Area 1 (Religion, Heritage and Context) / Area 2 (Religion, Society and Culture) / Area 3 (Religion, Life and Wisdom) / Area 4

(Special Topics in Religious Studies).

3. Full-time students are suggested to take four courses per term and part-time students are suggested to take_two courses per term. For the details of the

course selection and add/drop, please refer to https://www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/page/CourseSelectionandAddDrop

Course outline can be downloaded at: https://www?2.crs.cuhk.edu.hk/programmes-courses/course-outlines

Term 1 (4 September 2023 — 2 December 2023)

HE AT 7 A BHIE

(7:00 - 9:30pm)

Area |Course Code Course Lecturer Day & Time Venue Language
. .. . Week 1-13
Core | RELS5005 Theor'eiggg';%ﬁswd'es Prof. GUO Ting Wednesday ELB_401 P&E
AT L (7:00 - 9:30pm)
Week 1-4, 6-7, 9-13
1 RELS5121 | Popular Religion in China 5 R 52 Prof. YAU Chi On Monday ELB_307 C&P
(7:00 - 9:30pm)
. Week 1-13
1 | RELS5123 Ta‘g%; E“E,O;Eg“t Prof. LAI Chi Tim Thursday HYS GO5 | C&P
e (7:00 - 9:30pm)
. . Week 1-13
3 | RELS5146 Re"g'ousid%?%gg?f%?a' Growth Dr. CHOW Wai Yin Tuesday HYS G04 | C&E
IR < (7:00 - 9:30pm)
_ . . Week 1-4, 6-7, 9-13
1| THEOS906 | Methods and Paradigms of Christian Studies | -, e v cheuk Yin Colten Monday ELB_405 C&E

Page 1
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THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

Department of Cultural and Religious Studies
MA in Religious Studies (2023-24)

Term 2 (8 January 2024 — 20 April 2024)

Course Offering List

(Updated on 14 July 2023)

RNy

(7:00 - 9:30pm)

Area |Course Code Course Lecturer Day & Time Venue Language
Week 19-23, 25-30, 32-33
1 | RELS5300 Tr};ﬁ}%%%ﬂfm Prof. James D FRANKEL Thursday ELB 308 E
TR (7:00 — 9:30pm)
: Week 19-22, 24-29, 31-33
2 | RELS5314 B“ddh'smﬁai”d Culture Dr. TONG Sau Lin Friday ELB_403 C#P
HEELI AL . .
(7:00 — 9:30pm)
— : Week 19-23, 25-33
4 | RELS5322 Research Pg%;ﬂ 2‘:;’}9'0;7? Studies Dr. CHOW Wai Yin Wednesday YIA_403 C&E
AT (7:00 — 9:30pm)
Wisdom in Religious Classics Week 19-23, 25-33
3 | RELS5327 BT i T \ A Dr. CHOW Wai Yin Tuesday ELB 307 C&E
(7:00 — 9:30pm)
Special Topics in Religious Studies I: Week 19-23, 25-30, 32-33
4 RELS5331 Religion and Global Politics Prof. GUO Ting Monday ELB_206 P&E
TR ER-(): FEERIKEUA (7:00 - 9:30pm)
_ Week 19-23, 25-33
1 | THEO5910 New Testament In Contexts TBC Tuesday ELB_403 C&E

Language Explanatory Notes:

C=Cantonese; E=English; P=Putonghua;
&=Both the first and the second languages are used;
#=The first language will be used but will change to the second language when there is any student who does not know the first language.

Building Abbreviations:

ELB=Esther Lee Building FI| &5 4 EE {8

HY S=Hui Yeung Shing Building & :Z 5%

Page 2

YIA=Yasumoto International Academic Park 54 5 f& £ fiig =]




University Almanac for Academic Year 2023-2024
Full-time and Part-time Postgraduate Programmes

Month | Mon | Tue | Wed | Thu Fri Sat | Sun
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 August 2023 (Tue) - 4 August 2023 (Fri): Course registration
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Aug-23 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31
1 2 3 2-term Programmes - First term: 4 September 2023 (Mon) - 2 December 2023 (Sat)
4 3 6 7 9 10
Sep-23 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 3-term Programmes - First term (Type B): 4 September 2023 (Mon) - 2 December 2023 (Sat)
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 [30] 4 Sep - 18 Sep: Add/Drop Period for 1st term (2-term/3-term (Types A & B)/4-term Programmes)
30 Sep: The second day following the Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival
[1] 1 Oct: National Day
[2] 3 4 5 6 7 8 2 Oct: The second day following the National Day
Oct-23 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 23 Oct: Chung Yeung Festival
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
[23] 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 @ 10 11 12 9 Nov: The Congregation
Nov-23 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 13 Nov - 27 Nov: Add/Drop Period for 2nd term (4-term Programmes)
21 22 23 24 25 26 20 Nov: Grade submission deadline for 1st term (4-term Programmes)
27 28 29 30
1 2 3 3-term Programmes - Second term (Type B): 4 December 2023 (Mon) - 2 March 2024 (Sat)
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 4 Dec - 18 Dec: Add/Drop Period for 2nd term (3-term (Type B) Programmes)
Dec-23 @ 12 13 14 15 16 17 11 Dec: Grade submission deadline for 1st term (3-term (Type B) Programmes)
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Dec: Christmas Day
[25] [26] 27 28 29 30 31 26 Dec: The first weekday after Christmas Day
[1] 2 3 4 @ 6 7 1 Jan: The first day of January
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 Jan: Grade submission deadline for 1st term (2-term/3-term (Type A) Programmes)
Jan-24 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 2-term Programmes - Second term: 8 January 2024 (Mon) - 20 April 2024 (Sat)
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31 8 Jan - 22 Jan: Add/Drop Period for 2nd Term (2-term/3-term (Type A) Programmes)
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 [10] 11 9 Feb - 15 Feb: Lunar New Year Vacation
[12] [13] 14 15 16 17 18 10 Feb: Lunar New Year's Day
Feb-24 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 12 Feb: The thrid day of Lunar New Year
27 28 29 13 Feb: The fourth day of Lunar New Year
19 Feb - 4 Mar: Add/Drop Period for 3rd term (4-term Programmes)
26 Feb: Grade submission deadline for 2nd term (4-term Programmes)
1 2 3 3-term Programmes - Third term (Type B): 4 March 2024 (Mon) - 15 June 2024 (Sat)
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 4 Mar - 18 Mar: Add/Drop Period for 3rd term (3-term (Type B) Programmes)
Mar-24 @ 12 13 14 15 16 17 11 Mar: Grade submission deadline for 2nd term (3-term (Type B) Programmes)
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 29 Mar: Good Friday
25 26 27 28 [29] [30] 31 30 Mar: The day following Good Friday
[1] 2 3 [4] 5 6 7 1 Apr: Easter Monday
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 4 Apr: Ching Ming Festival
Apr24 | 15 16 QD 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 8 Apr - 22 Apr: Add/Drop Period for 3rd term (3-term (Type A) Programmes)
29 30 17 Apr: Grade submission deadline for 2nd term (3-term (Type A) Programmes)
[1] 2 3 4 5 1 May: Labour Day
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 2-term Programmes - Summer term: 13 May 2024 (Mon) - 28 June 2024 (Fri)
13 14 [15] 16 17 18 19
May-24 21 22 @ 24 25 26 13 May - 27 May: Add/Drop Period for Summer term (2-term Programmes)[]
27 28 29 30 31 13 May - 27 May: Add/Drop Period for 4th term (4-term Programmes)(]
15 May: The Birthday of the Buddha
20 May: Grade submission deadline for 3rd term (4-term Programmes)
23 May: Grade submission deadline for 2nd term (2-term Programmes)
1 2 10 Jun: Tuen Ng Festival
3 4 5 6 7 9
Jun-24 [10] 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Jun - 1 Jul: Add/Drop Period for Summer term (3-term Programmes)
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Jun: Grade submission deadline for 3rd term (3-term Programmes)
25 26 27 28 29 30
[1] 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 Jul: Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Establishment Day
8 9 10 @ 12 13 14 11 Jul: Grade submission deadline for Summer term (2-term Programmes)
Jul-24 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31
1 2 3 4 5 Aug: Grade submission deadline for Summer term (3-term Programmes)
@ 6 7 8 9 10 11 5 Aug: Grade submission deadline for 4th term (4-term Programmes)
Aug-24 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

[ ] General Holiday
Course registration
OGrade submission deadline

Add/Drop Period
Lunar New Year Vacation
<> The Congregation
Thesis/Portfolio Submission Deadline (Doctoral and Research Master's students)
Degree Conferment 31-Mar 31-Jul 15-Oct
Corresponding deadline 28-Feb 30-Jun 31-Aug
Notes:

1.  No class will be scheduled during University holidays and Lunar New Year Vacation i.e. 9 February 2024 (Fri) - 15 February 2024 (Thu).
2. The above is University standard teaching term dates applicable for most postgraduate programmes. Please refer to the Graduate School website (www.gs.cuhk.edu.hk/) for
programme-specific information.

16 May 2023
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