What is Fetal Morphology Scan?

Every pregnant woman, regardless of age and
background, has 2-3% chance of having a baby
with severe congenital abnormality. Ultrasound
scan is one of the methods used to detect
congenital structural abnormality.

Fetal morph scan is an ultrasound
exami tlon pe ormed at around 20 weeks of
gestation to examine the fetal structures in detail

structural

for the detectlon of
abnormalities.

congenital

Why is it performed at 20 weeks?

If the fetus is too small, it would be difficult to see
the fetal structures clearly. On the other hand, if
the gestation is too advanced, the calcified fetal
bones would blur the ultrasound images.

Therefore, 20 weeks is the best time for fetal
morphology scan.

How accurate is Fetal Morphology Scan?

Most fetuses look normal on fetal morphology
scans, but it does not guarantee that there is no
congenital defect. Functional defects (e.g. mental
restriction, blindness, deafness), small defects
(e.g. small septal defect, cleft palate) and defects
without obvious ultrasound characteristics (e.g.
Down syndrome, imperforated anus) cannot be
detected by fetal morphology scan. Some defects
(e.g. intestinal obstruction, dwarfism) would only
manifest in late gestation or after delivery and
therefore would escape detection at 20 weeks.
Moreover, maternal obesity, oligohydramnios and
unfavourable fetal position will also affect the
accuracy of diagnosis. In general, fetal
morphology scan can detect about 80% of severe
congenital structural abnormalities.

What would be done if the fetus is abnormal?

Some congenital defects can be diagnosed
directly by the ultrasound examination (e.g.
anencephaly). However, some structural defects
may  require  further examlnatli (e.g.
amniocentesis) to exclude more serious condition
(e.g. chromosomal abnormalities). '

If the fetus is found to have congenital structural
defects, we would arrange follow up ultrasound
examinations. In addition, we would liaise with
relevant specialists (e.g. neonatologist, paediatric
surgeon) to discuss issues and make
arrangements so that the baby would receive
appropriate treatment after birth.

If the fetus is found to have lethal condition, it is
lawful to undergo termination of pregnancy before
24 weeks of gestation.
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Our department reserves the right to amend any information in
this pamphlet without prior notification.

FRPIURE BEMNER RABEE

Fetal Medicine Unit
Department of Obstetrics & Gynaecology
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

https://www.fetalmedicine.hk/common/oscarbooking.asp
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How to make an appointment:

1. In person: The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Fetal Medicine Unit Office, Room 30, 2/F, Li Ka
Shing Specialist Out-patient Clinic South Wing,
Prince of Wales Hospital

2. By phone: Call The Chinese University of Hong
Kong Fetal Medicine Unit Office at 3505-4219
(Please leave your name, telephone number and
specify your request)

3. By fax: Complete the following form and fax it to
The Chinese University of Hong Kong Fetal
Medicine Unit at 2632-5065

4. Online: Visit the following web pages and book
online

https://www.fetalmedicine.hk/common/oscarbooking.asp
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