Putonghua Sound Structure: Lesson One

FE B

Initials and Simple Finals
=R E B ~F

The syllable is generally regarded as the major phonetic unit in Chinese. It is

made up of an initial, a final and a tone.
REHEFEERAETT  FFGEE  HE - FHAK
1. Initial # &

The consonant that begins a syllable is called an initial. There are 21 in
all. (International Phonetic Alphabet{IPA) equivalents are in

parentheses.)
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Syllables without beginning consonants are called zero initial consonants.

E.g.,a, ou,en, é.
%%,&ﬁ#ﬁ%‘ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?pblg%ﬂ%iﬁ e ’f;’]‘ﬁﬂ : a, ou, en, a8,
2. Single vowel finals ¥ 49 #F

What follows the initial is called the final. Finals with but one vowel are

called simple finals, and there are seven of them:



—NEF R F AR RN o RA— A E R %
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alal

olo) ela) éle) iM ulw uly

Spelling conventions (1)

BrE AN (1)

The standard spelling (romanization) of Putonghua is called pinyin. (See

complete table at pronunciation lesson 8.)

(1) Wheni, u or U stand alone as syllables, they are written yi, wu and

(2)

yu:

iU U BRFETE  EER i whyu - B

| — i

u—wu

U—vyu

Note additional examples'in this category in pronunciation Lesson
2at 3.2

When U appears after j, g or %, the umlaut or double dot diacritic

over the'U is not written.

GHBE] g xEEE » ZREEEHNHE 0 S
ju—ju

qu — qu

XU — XU

1. Read these initials. Note that your instructor or the tape will add vowels

in each case. This is the standard manner in which these initials are read

in China.



EEH—R FEREHE 3

B
b(o) p m f
dle) t n |
z(i) ¢ S

j(i) g X
gle) k h
2. Read the following finals:
T & e A &
&
(1) a e, e a 'Q“
@b
(2) a o, 0 a .gé\ QQ
FO
(3) e 0, 0 e GES
R R " <&
4) e é, é Q< &
NURS

. SO

(5) l u, u 4©§%|QQ
S
©6) i 4, VOMIRSY
_ ) x@%ei QQ
7) u Lhcfy G u
3. Read the following syllables:

ETFROET

bo po mo fo

de te ne le

ge ke he
ji qi Xi
yi wu yu
4. Distinguish between the following consonants:

IRTEEAFFGEE



E @ s
| g [X
4 e s
zh ch [ sh
i g {X
zh ch sh

5. Read and practice spelling the items below:

BETR
a 0 e i u u

b ba bo bi bu

P Pa pPo pi pu

m ma mo mi mu

f fa fo fu

d da de di du

t ta te ti tu

n na ne ni nu nu
I la ie I lu IV
z za ze zU

G cAa ce cu

S sa se su

zh zha zhe zhu

ch cha che chu

sh sha she shu

r re ru

] ji ju
q of qu
X Xi XU
g ga ge gu

K ka ke ku

h ha he hu






