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Also, those who are ill are not allowed to take medicine during daytime so they may
have to put up with pain and discomfort. Tufail sees this extra suffering as among the
tougher challenges that Allah (the Muslim name for God) has prepared. He believes that
believers will earn great blessings if they persist.

Meanwhile, Muslims who live in the New Territories may find it hard to get to a mosque

because the city’'s five major mosques are all located either in Kowloon or on Hong Kong
Island.

This explains why some Muslims have rented residential flats in some districts and
turned them into prayer rooms. “Many Pakistanis, especially those living in Tuen Mun,
rent a flat and turn it into a prayer room to serve fellow Muslims living nearby,” says
Kasim Ma Fung-wai, a local Chinese Muslim and chairman of the Islamic Union Da’ Wah
Committee.

According to Ma, there are currently a total of eight such flats in Hong Kong. Elders,
instead of imams, serve at these flats and teach the Koran to children.

Muslims are required to pray, facing the direction of Mecca in Saudi Arabia, five times

a day but local Muslims may have problems finding a suitable place to pray at work or
in school.

MimiJamilah Mahya, a teacher of the Masjid Ammarand Osman Ramju Sadick Islamic

Centre in Wan Chai, squeezes her hands together and swallows hard when she

mentions some of the unpleasant experiences some female Muslims go through.

“Some of the employers do not understand their (female Muslims’) religion.
They have to pray in the toilet,” says Mahya.

Mahya comforts her “sisters” and encourages them not to give up
maintaining a good relationship with Allah.
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Madrasah (refers to a certain type
of educational institution in Arabic),
not tutorial school, is where Muslim
children go after school. Every day,
they would spend three hours studying

Koran and learning Arabic.
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In contrast, Mahya brightens up when she mentions some cases
of good employers, who may be Muslims themselves, who respect
the women and even offer them holidays to go on pilgrimage, or
hajj, to Mecca. If conditions allow, visiting Mecca at least once in
their lifetime is a religious duty that every Muslim should fulfill.

In general, Mahya is happy with the government’s support for
the Muslim community. However, she hopes to see more prayer
rooms in Hong Kong. As many Indonesian domestic helpers gather
on the streets and parks on Sundays, she suggests the government
should consider building a prayer room, especially in Central and
Causeway Bay.

“We need only a room for praying and a toilet for ablution,” says
Mahya.




