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Directors’ Preface

Hong Kong remains a privileged place of encounter between
China and the rest of the world, and not least in the area of academic
research. Perhaps, this is why the Chinese University of Hong Kong
(CUHK) is committed to the promotion of the exchanges between
Eastern and Western cultures. In 2005, with a generous donation
from the Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong, the CUHK Centre for
Catholic Studies (CCS) was established at the Department of
Cultural and Religious Studies, to further develop Catholic Studies
at the University.

From conceiving to implementing, the CCS has grown steadily
in the past five years. Among our works, there are satisfactory
achievements especially in research on local church history, spiritual
education, field study and teaching. While we are happy to see this,
we are aware of the great responsibility in continuing our work,
especially scholarly exchanges among scholars of Catholic Studies
worldwide, international conferences and publications. These are the

works that need to be strengthened.

To enhance this academic exchange and bridge the worlds of
China and international scholarship, in a domain concerning
Catholicism in Hong Kong, China and the worldwide
Chinese-speaking community, the Hong Kong Journal of Catholic
Studies will be a bilingual publication that will welcome
contributions in Chinese as well as in English, with an abstract in the
other language. Occasional book reviews and news on the activities
of the Centre will also be included. We will publish one issue per

year, in both paper (only the two first issues) and electronic formats.
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We encourage our readers and authors to regard our journal as a
forum of interactive debate and welcome all comments and

suggestions.

The Hong Kong Journal of Catholic Studies is a peer-reviewed
publication aiming at the highest professional standards. The scope
of the journal is broadly defined as humanities as well as scientific
approaches to Catholicism and the Chinese world, with an emphasis
on research based on documentary sources and field study. Our
inaugural issue reflects this range of topical breadth, with
contributions that explore the spirit of the Second Vatican Council
and its implementation in the local churches of Asia, China and
Hong Kong. Our warm thanks go to our sponsor Aid to the Church
in Need (ACN), Germany and the guest-editors and editorial staff for
making this publication possible, and to our readers and authors for

the interest and support they bring to this new venture.

Patrick Taveirne Ha Keloon, Louis
Director, Research Fellow

Centre for Catholic Studies, Department of Cultural and Religious Studies,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

October, 2010
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Submission Guidelines

Please visit our website for details:

http://catholic.crs.cuhk.edu.hk/downloads/guideline e.doc

All submissions should be sent to: catholic@cuhk.edu.hk

Call for Papers

Submissions will be reviewed by external referees on a
double-blind basis. Evaluation is based on scholarly quality and
originality. Both individual submissions and projects for
guest-edited issues are welcome. Our next guest-edited issue is on

Chinese Bible translations.
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13 £:f René Laurentin, L’ enjeu du Concile, vol IV, Bilan de la troisiéme
Session (Editions du Seuil 1965), pp.80-83: Le probléme du déicide.
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14 Tbid., p. 84.
15 Ibid., pp. 86-87.

16 René Latourelle, SJ (ed.), Vatican II Assessment and Perspectives.
Twenty-Five Years after (1962-1987) (Paulist Press/New York/Mahwah, 1988),
three volumes.
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17 Wolfgang Beinert, “Zweites Vatikanum — dogmatisch verpflichtend?”,
Stimmen der Zeit, Heft 1 Januar 2010, pp.3-15. {E& 2 {EE K T G &L
% EFYE BB - Bl CREBUSEHMELGIL) (Lexikon der
katholischen Dogmatik, Herder, 1987) » 594 H » {HZ DI B F 45 -

18 Ibid., pp.10-13.

19 Ibid., pp.8-10.

20 “Bindet das Konzil die Kirche?”, Ibid., pp.13-14.
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Three Short Vatican II Documents which Changed
the Face of the Roman Catholic Church: DV (Dei
Verbum), UR (Unitatis Redintegratio), and NAE
(Nostra Aetate)

Marc FANG, SJ

[Abstract] The author discusses the influence of three short Vatican 11
Documents on the Chinese Church communities in Taiwan and Hong Kong.
Dei Verbum discusses the nature of revelation. Unitatis Redintegratio
developed from John XXIII’s wish that the separated Christians would
reunite. He immediately established a secretariat for Christian Unity. Nostra
Aetate developed from the previous document and discusses the relationship
with the Jews, against the background of anti-Semitism. The author further
points out how these documents influenced the Chinese Church
communities in Taiwan and Hong Kong in the field of an ecumenical joint
Bible Translation and contacts with Protestants and Buddhists.
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1 John W. O’ Malley, What Happened at Vatican II (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 2008), p.114.

2 John W. O’ Malley, “Vatican II: Did Anything Happen?”, in David G.
Schultenover (ed.), Vatican II: Did Anything Happen? (New York: Continuum,
2005), pp.52-54.

3 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican 11, p.114.

4 Karl Rahner, “Towards a Fundamental Theological Interpretation of Vatican
I1,” Theological Studies, Vol. 40 (1979), pp.716-727.

5 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican 11, pp.141-151.
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6 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican I, pp.53-92.
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7 Joseph de Maistre, The Pope, translated by Aeneas McDonell Dawson, 1850.
Reprint edition with an introduction by Richard A. Lebrun (New York: Howard
Fertig, 1975).

8 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican 11, p.60.
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9 Owen Chadwick, 4 History of the Popes, 1830-1914 (Oxford University
Press, 1998), p.2.

10 Vincent Viaene, Belgium and the Holy See: From Gregory XVI to Pius IX
(1831-1859): Catholic Revival, Society and Politics in 19th-century Europe
(Leuven University Press, 2001), p.600.

11 Chadwick, 4 History of the Popes, 1830-1914, pp168-181.

-31-



(REZAFEZH) BT E_E#) FJ 20104

1870 FEFAFGF—1% » BORTREEERAF B AL
BRE o HEM - IEBEREKR > EEEHHIENREERRE
LT B EMBEWHE - RELEEEY L B & 7 R Ay A
> ZRNEEEGEHESEENE IR R - ZoE
RHETF YRGS 1929 25T HIF BIRAVA 15 DLUEF L »
{HEEZE 1958 £F » HopE =t (1881-1963, 1958-1963 7£
fir) A 5@ EEREMERETHRRINE  2EFFENE
AR P E RS -

REFZFELE —BRIFHE A SRR EHNREL
GHYF 2 o g B H 338 R AT RE 5 [ B 0 B
E A BRI —E RV AALFIRIREE - BT EERZ
G EETHEEER - ROMER RS TRGE
(R B - 2 AF 1944 - IEE —RKEHARE » thay 1
—HH(1876-1958, 1939-1958 FENF—fmBEEHER T » #HHE
EREEBRANER T35 T ARKEBHREEN - B
B EEGRE R R EFHIEmAEHE - °

R BB A g S al A A A o — {18 i B SR
BTGB T » ABRVEFIMEEENBE - B +=1#
(1810-1903, 1878-1903 f£ir) WIS s )idsm (Rerum Novarum,
1891) BGFF 2R H M K E Bt g #E g - DA R & EEE R
FIF KRRV - B R AR E RS HRE T AR
FRIAAEEE - ' e et B TRIER T A4 SR - 55T

12 Jay P. Corrin, Catholic Intellectuals and the Challenge of Democracy (Notre
Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 2002); Thomas E. Woods Jr., The
Church Confronts Modernity: Catholic Intellectuals & The Progressive Era
(New York: Columbia University Press, 2004); Raymond Grew, “Liberty and
the Catholic Church in Nineteenth-Century Europe” in Richard Helmstadter
(ed.), Freedom and Religion in the Nineteenth Century (Stanford: Stanford
University Press, 1997), pp.196-232.

13 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican I, p.83.

14 Emiel Lamberts (ed.), The Black International. L Internationale noire,
1870-1878 (Leuven University Press, 2002), pp.465-480.
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15 Richard W. Rousseau (ed.), Human Dignity and the Common Good: The
Great Papal Social Encyclicals from Leo XIII to John Paul II (Westport:
Greenwood Press, 2002).
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16 Charles E. Curran, Catholic Social Teaching 1891-Present: A Historical,
Theological, and Ethical Analysis (Washington: Georgetown University Press,
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York: Orbis, 1991), pp.25-42.
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B o RHBBCRERAY A+ —HAE 1928 4EHY (R FIETHYLE )
Wi (Mortalium Animos) HFIZALIR FHESB1&—EE)

18 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican II, pp.212-213.
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(Rerum Ecclesiae, 1926) T » M5 E T HZ&E K S EFE
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2 7 HIS fik &t 252 John Courtney Murray » 5 ¥ BF R HYEL
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19 Christopher Clark and Wolfram Kaiser, Culture Wars: Secular-Catholic
Conflict in Nineteenth-Century Europe (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2003); Tom Buchanan and Martin Conway, Political Catholicism in

Europe, 1918-1965 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996).

20 Jeannine Hill Fletcher, “Responding to Religious Indifference: Conciliar
Perspectives,” in Raymond F. Bulman and Federick J. Parrella (eds.), From
Trent to Vatican I1: Historical and Theological Investigations (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2006), pp.266-281.

21 J. Leon Hooper and Todd David Whitmore (eds.), John Courtney Murray
and the Growth of Tradition (Kansas City: Sheed & Ward, 1996).
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Mercier, 1851-1926) Fff £47 » M ATE#Y (TTE2ZEAE ) (Cours
de philosophie) 5 20 I = S Sl T THFH S
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22 Joseph A. Komonchak, “The Silencing of John Courtney Murray,” in A.
Melloni, et. al. (eds.), Cristianesimo nella Storia: Saggi in onore di Giuseppe
Alberigo (Bologna: Il Mulino, 1996), pp.657-702.
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23 Maurice de Wulf, Introduction to Scholastic Philosophy, Medieval and
Modern, Scholasticism Old and New, translated by P. Coffey (New York: Dover
1956), p.161.

24 James C. Livingston, Modern Christian Thought { FACEBZ EAE @ 8K
SOEENT R M A e ) MRS (Rl U R R rE  1999)
H 770 -

25 Livingston » ( BIASEZEE  WEEZEDFE _BEFEAGH) H
780-781 -

26 Jared Wicks, “Manualistic Theology,” in René Latourelle and Rino
Risichella (eds.), Dictionary of Fundamental Theology (New York: Crossroad,
1990), pp.1102-1105.

27 Gerald A. McCool, Catholic Theology in the Nineteenth Century: The Quest
for a Unitary Method (New York: The Seabury Press, 1977).
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28 Bernard Montagnes, The Story of Father Marie-Joseph Lagrange: Founder
of the Modern Catholic Bible Study, translated by Benedict Viviano (New York:
Paulist Press, 2006).
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R4« MBSOFHE RHEEIR » ITNE B R T &K
BT /EBVEZR » AR SEMENEMrFRR T -

PO AV HE. > IR HIRHVR EBWERN S » 2
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29 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican 11, p.71.

30 R. Howard Bloch, God's Plagiarist: Being an Account of the Fabulous
Industry and Irregular Commerce of the Abbé Migne (Chicago: The University
of Chicago Press, 1994).
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31 Darrell Jodock (ed.), Catholicism Contending with Modernity: Roman
Catholic Modernism and Anti-Modernism in Historical Context (Cambridge
University Press, 2000); Marvin V. O’Connell, Critics on Trial: An Introduction
to Catholic Modernist Crisis (Washington: Catholic University of America
Press, 1995); Lester R. Kurtz, The Politics of Heresy: The Modernist Crisis in
Roman Catholicism (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1986).

32 Chadwick, 4 History of the Popes, 1830-1914, pp.356-359.
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e JFE SRR RIS R AV I T - DR A B0 e B SR Ay 2 )
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33 Fergus Kerr, Twentieth-Century Catholic Theologians (Oxford:
Wiley-Blackwell, 2007), pp.1-15.

34 Lester R. Kurtz, The Politics of Heresy, p.17

35 John F. Pollard, Benedict XV: The Unknown Pope and the Pursuit of Peace
(London: Continuum, 1999), pp.24, 68-69.

36 Paul Lakeland, “The Laity,” in From Trent to Vatican I, pp.198-199.

-43 -



(CREZATRZH) AT (S Eak FJ 20104
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37 Brian E. Daley, “The Nouvelle Théologie and the Patristic Revival: Sources,
Symbols and the Science of Theology,” International Journal of Systematc
Theology, Vol. 7 (2005), pp.362-382.

38 Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange , “La nouvelle théologie ou va-t-elle?”
Angelicum, Vol. 23 (1946), pp.126-145.

39 Timothy McCarthy, The Catholic Tradition: Before and after Vatican 11
1878-1993 (Chicago: Loyola University Press, 1994), p.56.
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40 Chadwick, 4 History of the Popes, 1830-1914, pp.484-532; Doris
Gottemoeller, “Religious Life for Women: From Enclosure to Immersion,” in
From Trent to Vatican 11, pp.227-239.
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RAHE - A8 19 MR EENEOAHSZE H Mario Fani #ll
Giovanni Acquaderni {f 1867 fFAIILMFE RFIANHLEF &
(Societa della Gioventii Cattolica Italiana) » i iZ #3555 H
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41 Anthony M. Stevens-Arroyo, “A Marriage Made in America: Trent and the
Baroque,” pp.52-54, in From Trent to Vatican II, pp.39-59.

42 Kenneth Scott Latourette, Christianity in a Revolutionary Age, Vol 1: The
19th Century in Europe (1): Background and the Roman Catholic Phase (New
York: Harper and Row, 1958), pp.324-370.

43 Paul Lakeland, “The Laity,” in From Trent to Vatican II, p.197.
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44 E. B. Koenker, The Liturgical Renaissance in the Roman Catholic Church
(Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1966); James Dunlop Crichton,
Lights in Darkness: Forerunners of the Liturgical Movement (Collegeville: The
Liturgical Press, 1996); John Fenwick and Brian Spinks, Worship in Transition:
the Liturgical Movement in the Twentieth Century (New York: Continuum,
1995); Alcuin Reid, The Organic Development of the Liturgy: The Principles of
Liturgical Reform and Their Relation to the Twentieth-Century Liturgical
Movement Prior to the Second Vatican Council (Farnborough: Saint Michael’s
Abbey Press, 2004); James F. White, Roman Catholic Worship: Trent to Today,
(New York: Paulist Press, 1995).

45 Katherine Bergeron, Decadent Enchantments: the Revival of Gregorian
Chant at Solesmes (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998); Pierre
Combe, Histoire de la restauration du chant grégorien d'aprés des documents
inédits, Solesmes et l'édition vaticane (Solesmes: Abbaye de Solesmes, 1969),
translated by Theodore N. Marier and William Skinner as The Restoration of
Gregorian Chant: Solesmes and the Vatican Edition (Washington D. C.:
Catholic University of America Press, 2003).
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46 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican 11, p.77.
47 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican 11, p.136.
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48 August Bernhard Hasler, How the Pope Became Infallible: Pius IX and the
Politics of Persuasion, translated by Peter Heinegg (New York: Doubleday,
1981).

49 Jeffrey von Arx (ed.), Varieties of Ultramontanism (Washington: The
Catholic University of America Press, 1998).

50 Vincent Viaene, Belgium and the Holy See: From Gregory XVI to Pius IX
(1831-1859): Catholic Revival, Society and Politics in 19th-century Europe
(Leuven University Press, 2001), pp.599-603.

51 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican II, pp.31, 55-57.
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HE = (ERER > RS BARINAER RS EREAKR
TPRHIERE o ERFAVHE S BURE R T LB NE
MABWAR THIRERL > MEEEBMHARDGREHGAIR
BRSNS —TEEENI R - ¥ EBE/RBERIERE A
(Ordinary) » fE A FREVERIT T 7 2252 B4 6 Fom A AR AT i
LGN E ? EHRES H—(EEE > FHIRERERNSGHRY
G AR T RIRE L > KB HIRE O 2 IR & —
HARFEME ERFE EEG AL - AARE > Bg
REER AR E - BB KRG HMAY EE - HINE AR
Fo R EEVRERUE B RHRGE R— (A ERRAYREM - HItgR
FORER EHE - EHEEERE > MEASHRAHEEA
BB SHETEFER > WAEREBOIEATT
TTEREMAIRER > it > FOERVEE AR > HEEGEHR
L EHBMER - BEFmATSERSE > LEEHT

52 Francis A. Sullivan, Magisterium: Teaching Authority in the Catholic
Church (New York: Paulist Press, 1983).

53 Brian Tierney, Foundations of the Conciliar Theology: The Contribution of
the Medieval Canonists from Gratian to the Great Schism (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1955).

-50-



SRFE - kSR (BRI YR R R

S SO S B AT I R 2 S T e
BR o MR EES TR ENN SR En SR
NS

A am ¢ AN B IR o BRI TR 2

Hubert Jedin(1900-1980)» 2 20 47 & i 25 58 1 fiF o 2
RZ—  MHRREEZREBRAGEL » FAlZF Mm%
KOGk - BEBCRBEE =M 19594F 1 H 25 HEMRA
FIARAGHE - MR 7T —AEHIRATHEE (REFERE
KN &) (Ecumenical Councils of the Catholic Church,
1959) » Bl E —+RRKAGHRAVEIR - TE&EEE Y - fids
o BlE KA g@mN R o 2RBEBEE - WYk
g2 AR EEEE - @EARNLGHRIBEMBE - H7
H—RRAGHRGA G ETHA > R R 5 H
BghbEeE - thelh > SHHRFHH G RV ERLE EE
Hy e g AR o R R F R M RV E ARV SR 0 MRS
HEEBREMAN > MIRBE ARG REEEE -

EIREER AR 2 Al AR By 11 22 52 71)% & (Hans
King) /R EE5S T — AR R ( KT - EBIER) (The
Council, Reform, and Reunion, 1961) HYZEAE » HEAE LR EHY
FIEER ) \ERE S » B RAGHREEHBMRRERZEINE
fEz— " Fd > EEREREREE FWAKAEHE AR
WA ERY R E » FEHAGETEY - ERHHAEF
BB o IR EIR A g H - SEABEILERYRE - kR

54 Francis Oakley, The Conciliarist Tradition: Constitutionalism in the
Catholic Church, 1300-1870 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003).

55 Hubert Jedin, Ecumenical Councils of the Catholic Church: An Historical
Survey, translated by Ernest Graf (New York: Herder and Herder, 1960).

56 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican 11, p.35.
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%

BRENS— MEEROEEN 2 BEHMTEHS
TelE - BHCERTE B R R o BT TSR AR e
RAGHTERIRE -7

DL BRI AZAE - [FER AN SR L EAYR A &Ry
fig > AlfREEWEARENEE "R M TER, oKD
kAR ES o A W E K IR VRS Retour
aux sources F1 Aggiornamento - XX BT RE T4 1FBIAR | >
BB E MG - Aggiornamento 1S {EHF AMSL - BREH
EEEN - EH o B AREEEENER - EPERELN
ERERNELSZEE SR EHG EER FFAPRE - I
REEARACH S ~ UL EEB AR - DS NAYIEHE -

Retour aux sources JEJARE » 15 HY/E E# # 48 K EHHY
R R HER SR Bl 15 B AR T B Y R LA E
HERR TE THMHE > WA B E0g X miaE pieyEE -
R - B4 FEEFE S ZAVES - REHREERFIR
AfEtH > DHIER S EG R =N HIRAEFRAEE - IE
R R A S 38 AT AR - BE T AHER 52 A R STIRETFE By
CRTHE ) o R MTER B E R ES MBS - RS Bt
BUESHE > EEEESEZERIAREGIIE - iR
o] 574 R L IEAY B B HE AR IE 7

tEFHAT AT AEE SRl 2 R sk B Y B AE AN B Y 3
HPRERAE RIS UG 1546 4 4 F 8 HFTHARHY
RAEHRB—RES  HE - SRV REREE mERE
EREREEROE > LR AR E R e R ER > S
EEH . ZEEE T RIEEHEA S FTRE N &

57 Hans Kiing, The Council, Reform and Reunion, translated by Cecily
Hastings (New York: Sheed and Ward, 1961).

58 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican II, pp.41-43.
59 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican II, p.147.
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R R B R ERE EWARRER  thPIE Ry A2
RELES ERDNGRBERFTBEMNE—REE > 0K
AL MEREEEELE MR AMEE RS R ERE
EACMIBEEpr E E RV AR - WA DI A g -
ZRERERRAVPEE > EFHESR  BEEAELAEER
AR i SR CE B

1962 4 10 A 11 H #FREZE =M 1R E
BRTHEE (BRI E =YY (Gaudet Mater Ecclesia) Y
HHER o A E g AR R g AT R B AR R
N BB S FEE LRI E KRS - EHERF - AREE
FIRBRIREL H AR o Bog R 3R A S SRV BB PHD SRR 2
BRI EgE - AR > MERK AGHRESUIERT
5 A THHAESERGERANEL - SHENIER > W
HARRHENREE » g AT EmE AR atg Dk
WS BCERR R - BB EN R G EBE 0 5EE
IR EEAS (I EFRASCH @

HEETSMHERAR TR IR AGER o g U
(Time Magazine) # 5y 1962 fEEMEAY) - ST & P& AT
FEN > B EBE R ERAFRBENRAGHE > —EHAEK
HERE T2 EHBRMERARG - @HEEE TR
RE - BERMEERE A ELR R - REEgRERE X
Hg#mAyag s > WMEZERHRT > KA EE 1962
FHELRE > EHERE TG LY —EEENER
B BE H A UEE R EY) - GRE BRI (S E M
JE S4B R RACHE SR BHE S [V -

60 O’Malley, What Happened at Vatican II, pp.94-96.
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Retour aux sources and Aggiornamento
Historical Background of the Spirit of Vatican II

Ka-chai NG, Patrick TAVEIRNE

[Abstract] Theological discussions about Vatican II have focused on
issues like retour aux sources (return to the sources) and aggiornamento
(updating). These different ways of dealing with change and looking at
Vatican II are reflected in the remarkable coherence of the Council’s final
product. The authors sketch the 19th-century European social and cultural
movements which partly shaped the spirit of Vatican II. During this modern
era, the Roman Catholic Church faced the external challenges of the French
Revolution’s political liberalism and nationalism, the Industrial Revolution’s
Social Question, and the Enlightenment’s scientific and secular
developments. Furthermore, they describe the relationship of the Church with
other Christians and non-Christians prior to Vatican II. The Church’s internal
developments were the rise of Neo-Thomism, the historical study of the
sources such as Holy Scripture and the Greek and Latin Fathers’ writings, the
modernist movement, and the so-called “new theology.” Moreover, the
authors point out the influence of Romanticism on the 19th-century Catholic
Revival, the liturgical movement and the Ultramontane movement on the
issue of papal versus conciliar authority.
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FEE & Bl
EACT B I B R B

FE MR

(# Bl 2EZHNN T2 RELT —BFIREARAG R E
BRBHR > R T (& BB L i RS i B e o v] X
LFTREFHRE - AR M AAEHEYERAGR L BRGNS N
T EREBTFCAT DR & —HEURME SR T -
EEA—HER AW ELRAER Al =—HER R AE R
B HEBZRATFEULEER UEEBZBAR A —TIERAE
R Y — B R A AAT R

TRFUHARET ZHNFA - AL B LR T ETHEM
FHFIRER MAEFERGENREFETHETHL REEE LA
Al RAEFEAE - B E#ENTFRE A-HERENEE - B
REFEAWAE—FIRSEE > AIRXE UL HE& TEUEW
BERA RAHEEZHNAE - FEAGTH - LEMHEEEMN
HEBRHAE AL CMH T EB e AR AR HET R
BT - AXE AT BABTLREFEREHREHEE - AL
R S R R — R IR (L AT A B O — R R R T R
HEBRFZRETEMAA LHMB KRN ERER -+ E T KH
RETEE Z A Pl EBER - MTHEBRZROME - THE®
FEEZBNTRBZ LN THUZAF EXAHTRNHREERT
BREEEE FHEERTEAEHAUL e UEBE LR B -

HE

WREME _RRAGH > HP—EEENHEE ST
e — - MEtZ2g@E XM (KRAEEES) (Unitatis
Redintegratio) BYF-/E o HF AR STRREY 7 i DL 2 Ak
MRS > BEARN DI @ | AERBEHR

1 2% Edward Idris Cardinal Cassidy, Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue:
Unitatis Redintegratio, Nostra Aetate (New York: Paulist Press, 2005),
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Fae MBS EERTRNRERES » LEFHRSEAE
fEHy & — B E PRI B R AW TR (5 -

EERAREEREE R SirEE 2T RS e
HFZt e AR S EE @ET%E%%E%T%E%E?
AP SCRER FHMFE L EE - R AW R R
RARLLR R B Toam » 7 Al s i R EHHE R H S (John
Henry Newman, 1801-1890) FI{fEF[Hf#E (Gavin D’Costa) - ?
BEAh - AT HH LR R s BB R By N s e AR B 8 (—
RERB R IEZ) BYTHER » I FERS Ky R ASH B P G RE (22 Y 43
PEAEEEE - RGeS AEES 1M
RH o BESRFERSRE L HBEIATRA L o AR > HANTES B
SR B S B SR AT 2 T » W BB RV OBt
FERT R FFE RIS 1ER % - IR A1 & BUF IR 5
PO B AE SR A TR B AR - BEAh - BT AT T —
HRRIEE - R E P B RENEE REE - EEBEH
Zeh il ERPEVEEFEMRE VR FIRERNS
— B R - (B A BE RS A SO B AE T AR ANt 5 B AL

pp-3-121; Charles Morerod, OP, “The Decree on Ecumenism, Unitatis
Redintegratio,” in Vatican II: Renewal within Tradition, edited by Matthew L.
Lamb and Matthew Levering (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008),
pp-311-341; Timothy G. McCarthy, The Catholic Tradition: Before and After
Vatican 11 1978-1993 (Chicago: Loyola University Press, 1994), pp.171-206.

2 FEHEMASAVIHE R  EEE > (FEREEAL - BB B R EEE L EHR)
(B« FBHCCET AR > 2006) > F—F % BRENE - HERT
PRI ZE R - i <fﬁﬂﬂﬁim\uﬁm?ﬂ$ RG> CEJE) > 31 (2009
) B 177-201; <ﬂE‘T%&¥1’Ai§{EﬁEﬁﬂ$ﬁéﬁiPﬁ AT R T SE Ry
B s~ BFEES (BB RERE - F+—) JEE - RECUEH
KR¥t > 2008) > H 74-97 -

3 SEBEME (BB IER MG ER L EEmMEN RS ) > CER)
32 (2010 &) » H 247-272 ; ( P ARE =S ) » #AAF]Ek (Jaroslav Pelikan)Z -

VR (EBBEY - FE  RAEABHRERNEW) (F4 1 EEE
H: 2009 ) > H xiii-xxxvii ; ( PEEAZE S ) » #IGIE S K (John Meyendorff)
= WIRE (FhEMWE PR ) (FE  mERET > 2010) 0 FIEIH -

4 2EMLE  (RERGEFERILAEREEG— ) (B% LHHER )
(& - BEFHOCELAR > 2001) - H 201-207 »
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BREARAIRARE - ° AXNEFEED - EREE—F
PR EVE Ry & — B E U B A B SR B e R (4 -

AEBREEEEN G — 2 —ERENEE - ARE
sf WE R EAEE RS RNESE ) AXEARERIRE
o B Y 2 S AT 72 S R G S — HY T RE Y B W T R
Fo ARCFTEGRETHY > B ERMERME - Hie o BEgHI
HEG—  THEFAREEFEME XKD GRZENEG—E
B AE R (AL 2 E R A AR R
Bge « R EAPEIEE RIS > BE kOAFB e
BN & —EE) -

FLAE W (R - ASCE SR iR » 55— BE R
ek BRIy WER P EIRYEE R > R ER
PREK (B 7 K — i R S e 2 T B LA 5 i R e 5 UK
NEHRIRNE—EY > KEHERQTROEERERA
IEEAVER) - 58 ERTREEREIT - FEgY
EEEE—AEY - 208AMRERIRERIHLEREE
GiF > EEGHUEEFHE R —EREE TR EE -

— > BB EAN ARG R

R EE > BERHEN=UK > EEEIER  £F
NE (R EL) HEEERH (—KEEEED - 2A
F AL ERY IR —— SR A E o A H A SRR R S B ——
TEMEEE - BbAh > BT BB (BEEIENEE EIIET
8D RSN BEIEHFEREZ RO GRIHAR > &
FHAEANPEREHEEEFRHUERZHEM EZEREX
BR o LAy IESE B R by © 280 - SRR - MR el

5 SEFEmME > CRBTR « EBEAUEBR BRI ) > (lE) - 12.2
(2009) > H 153-172 -
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IEEE B - BRT R T BRI 7R RITHENA
B 5 A #FA0 R B (Chalcedon) {5 &€ /Y 5+ 3 1T 7 Bl 2R IE
(Eastern Orthodox) BB 5 IF#; (Oriental Orthodox) WiJKk ° ¢
BRRETAGHI T BRTHE - 8% - JULLZEES
HY7= AN B R JTHIRTRE ~ BIAE &S RAEATIEE RREsz
SEISHVFOAE (urisdiction) - AN A RE S EAYRIRE L
TH AT E R R E R T B Y - B R LIH T 6
fea¥% (1453)1 » 2/ VR BBUE EREE » /AT HE Y —&E
MtmPRE & —8Y AT RE M - (B E LI T ERE%R - RITAE
SBSHRE I EH BN > & IR R AR -

B 16 &Y REAE 1% » BB G EME - 0
DEELEREN > FREN— %R EEE FHEEE
B ¥ (Christendom) HYVUS3 A3 - R EFRHNE ARG EH%
EAENSERR 7 FHIENEER F RO R EH
BORZ BB BNE AR EE R BB EN IR - 18
— ARG 16 HACAVAE SFH - RLE —MEFTaR B9 SR B S Y
AEP AFEZABEAFTHPRAA " I | (Reformation) —3 »
[eifizetth T R EBEER R, o fEmsRaE—R - B2 16 i
B A S B B B Y — I T [ 0 B B TR R 52
(fundamental and fateful) AY5334 - *

REE RSB ARAR » REE R RE &0

PRER - S RIRTARA BVERERIRZ] » AHAER EHEAEIEH
ZHENDHEA B - HREERREZG LA —ENG

6 HAIERE A#ZH - RAKAEH W —XEVE i &#(First Council of
Nicaea) » 35— E -+ T £ & 5% (First Council of Constantinople) 5 J& 5 Fr &
##(Council of Ephesus) » MifEEFEZMERT S BB EEEE @ FUFEE
(Syriac)IEHE ~ R+ (Coptic) IE B & J IR FE fH Lh 55 (Ethiopian) IE & -

7 2ERGE > (B& EIMELE) - B 177-187 -

8 Hans J. Hillerbrand, The Division of Christendom: Christianity in the
Sixteenth Century (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2007), preface,
p-Xx.
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—HEBE o FEHFE L HENEL T NIT ) (filioque) HIFERE - Ty
AAFER R > B2/ ITERERKRIEL - GiEER
gd (Nicene) RANRI(E&LE : EHH] L - ZFHEABEHZ
REVE LA R EARERE - Hig/b & BRI ESGH -
bt EERESHE > AT RE S BRI tA—ER
FEEIEBERMETT - EHE L R/ thAERE R R AL
HELTEGE o RMAERE 8D > e IEWIRE[E K (apostolic
succession) tAMAREE - AL ZEAFRMAEZRH - It
Sh > R ERBEEEZR > A A BT A T EY SR
R A FEHISRIR > BRESE — A A0S R s AE (AR
ZAEMEENBAATFIR - BE > AERRPERLERR
WA+ EEREEZEREEHER  FEEERREH
SREE R ARG - BN B & RAR = B E N -
RIEE T LAER - SRBE R —(E IR 2R R EIE - sEHg
HiE— 2> W HE - EERSRE IR -

FEEEH 73 FIREHIGHARAE T - HTE RIS
H B E RS - RE AR T IR
HYHERS » & E— BL e J7 K E2 A1 ER v H7 2 6 1] 1A SR 1R Y
RS o PIATE AR (Tibingen) K2 > (HZ3BIA £
HEL R RS () 8L > T E RS — [ R BT BRI K
BHEE Marburg) AE2 - fEEMREH] £ - B A M A
M7 8 R ELAHEE o BRH TR E A [ i R A o i
H L& BB B S ERERZ SORMEH - ERENE
FHR BT Y 3 R P 5 | S5 A B S e — L U 8 15 R R EL
BEOTBEIHIE - EABEREEET S At Gt R T
BIECE RIS o PIA0 2B DABLE S BERY R AT > A

9 BN R R ERBAUS M 10K T EE 502 )2 F (Paul
Knitter)» & BF 2 1972 4F - 227 Paul Knitter, No Other Name? A Critical Survey
of Christian Attitudes toward the World Religions (Maryknoll: Orbis Books,
1985)— By EE & A B Paul Knitter B4 H - 40
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_F. Knitter °
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1E 2 17 K 22 b B 3% 52 JR 1 (denominational) 5%, 552 27 15 1
(confessional) FYHIERRHSE » E B WAL EE TAEAILAE
HISRERSE - BE A 60 R ARBEEZT T RBANE
P EAZ 2 | (practice and teaching of religion)Eil " 75 BASE 2 A 2
£ | (teaching about religion)l& 7y » A BAIAAFFER " IEFIK
ME B TIRRRMENE ) BY T SEEUATE ) (Religious Studies) HYE:
et ZEAE NI R ER B 5 ZAT S AE T SR BUHgE ) > R s8R
HEME ~ FURP I MERE TFE L T, rRseE
B ASH TIEEIRM ) B EECET TIREEME ) 9
7% (non-religious studies of religions) < ' fFiZfdsE e 4 >
HRAE AN E —BE 3 S & 1E R — (8 52 M
F¢ 0 I A AR SR B A B A B SRIREY SO ~ Bah LA
2E— IR GARKNVEE  EEEEGRBTZHHATER
FERBHERERAA fEZ L el iwE M E -

R EFTERY > WIF— e mmEE - flurgEE
(Heidelberg) AEELAYMHERRE » (28 B K T Bay 2 L 1F -
FEah - B 19 e 20 FAFE - BRI 0 HINERA
AW TREONE - TTDLBIER A - tA A KRN -
B SRR R ETL T IERIRMER T 2R SR
W9E ) B4 IEEEZ LAY AR RERERRIR S &
—REIETRIRMEE AR B IE R B R 5 - fR L T —(E 4
fFzef o V' EfEEE > R A ~ IBRIRIVERS 0 B
EERAERBZHEHEGZAEAN A EHHE—BE
HYSRIRAR TS © 2 BhAh > R [E SRR A M8 T 1 22 B 4H R Y 1t 22
28 (theological consortium) ~ {31411 35 [B8 A AH 5 A< Hsk 5t E A

10 25 ml > (BOREE L) - H 70-71

11 s e — (@ 8 v 2 B S CREWTE - BB E RO
w5 ) - H 156-161 -

12 Nicolas Lash, “Theologies at the Service if a Common Tradition,” in
Theology on the Way to Emmaus (London: SCM Press, 1986), pp.18-33.
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7%t (Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley) » t B 52 IREIHY
PHER SRR L T —(E B ORI S -

T A B S AL i

HE  ERANEZAAEEERCHER I HEHRESE
MAERRSCENREL A NERABNNE g ZNEa—
EEIEASLE BRI » BAR B2 20 HES®R FAEE
B - P BT REBERFRE XK AGHIBHNZE
KEB G —EE) ERTE RIS s A IEEAE 20 4t
R T NIy & — B - BRIE# (Eastern Orthodox) EARTJT
1F# (Oriental Orthodox) @ {£_F 142 60 FALwIFHLA @ KiEZ%
RIFBE LR » £ R 70 F£AUMNEE G T /g - A8
TR BB IEHAR R [ SR IRAVEEE RS T #RE o BR
THIRFHAE SN BRE THEAS R FFHEE -
YR G —EE) E o AFERS ABEY - mEFERER
BUE R IEAVE S RS TEAVERE - W HEF
THEEH > ke — @8 L@+ oE W EREM - © it
Ah o WL EVE TR B RVE I VAR B R RS o S T
R - BT EURS NH s B R E R R o —
JT B 5 2 Ry S [E R B 5 0 55— U7 [ e
BBzt > MRS EE B S ERR 7 A -

13 HRAFE LA 60 R LAFTY & — 858 > 7[2E Ruth Rouse and
Stephen Charles Neill (eds.), 4 History of the Ecumenical Movement 1517-1948
(London: SPCK, 1954, 1967); Harold E. Fey (ed.), A History of the Ecumenical
Movement 1948-1968 (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1970).

14 2FELE (BB EHZ WEEE & HEEEWENERR ) H 251 ¢
15 2% The Lutheran World Federation & the Roman Catholic Church, Joint

Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William
B. Eerdmans, 2000).

16 2% Evangelicalism and the Orthodox Church: A Report by the Evangelical

Alliance Commission on Unity and Truth among Evangelicals (ACUTE)
(London: ACUTE, 2001).
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EERENG—ES > FEERg G — LHG—ERRK
Bho SCEIPT K (RS YRR H R - (ERE S ik
TEPE D+ & 3R T — & B 17 78 U7 1 22 S R 2 1 1 B 22
Ko BRI ECKE - JREFEL (Viadimir Lossky, 1903-1958)
R ug - BAEZL R (John Meyendorff, 1926-1992) » FHjji EF
JRIE BV EL 52 > B4y ey - 225 BBAHT (John Zizioulas)
MRS NS AR 25 o (BAE B PY J BEE T SRR
BT S 1 L1 P A A B e B2 e P 2 R B A SO R Y T
Z o BR T EBHENER - U B ERHEEE > K
BT BN S EES TERNEE - BESK - #ok
RV A E R EMER R - B ol B R R S R T B
B4R - DUSE i B 75 U7 (B2 Sy — s Aa UJERE - BInERfk -
PE 5 PR ST S R TR A (R R B M A - R G R B
B ERE AR RS R F Rt 0 DIERA
T AHER A — Le gt o 1 {F IS TE GBS SRR O R S R A R
W SRIRFEIREEHE A T E SN BN » 2
FLL T H AR AT E AR T W EI U (synergy) 0 ¥ B E] RLA
APy =—5m KR Ay (R B -

FERE S b = —Gf 8 SR RIR M HY R Fam ey R~ /2
AT LA R B RV E KR — - AMERHEE=—3 L
IR B > AIIER FEZENERG « REBFEERZAH
BB L A HAA R R EHHIALA (Karl Rahner,
1904-1984) ~ FrZMIEHEF (Karl Barth, 19886-1968) LA K R 1F
BUNFERIEORE - I8 TR R 4V - 2L BRAIE - mikiE

17 Timothy Ware, The Orthodox Church (London: Penguin Books, New Edition
1997), p.191.

18 2FH 8 il > (L IR B WER (R B HOEERE IR AV 3. ) H 249-250,
256-260 -
19 fEIEFAHELT > synergy (synergeia) K ZFIARAE A Z [ ~ THEKE L
HITE -

20 2% Christoph Schwdbel, “Introduction - The Renaissance of Trinitarian
Theology: Reasons, Problems and Tasks”, in Trinitarian Theology Today, edited
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FHERA VRS > FEFOHEE - ZEHREM
(theosis, deification)HJB{7& - BN G =—mm AR E KA IR
FTfEsz > i — [RGB IERT R AREE - BT
o FERIKMEBHESOR T » — SR E R EBRAEE R
FHIHER S > AR AR B HYE S T A SOy > I
HES B EE MRS > HPtbE 2 Ehe® K
(Tuomo Mannermaa) FBd IRV BISEIR - EI2TEEFRTHIIL
5 b B R IE Z Y s - B S TR eI - T HEEN
THELBR R th—FHECGR - 2 RS K N ERC A HZ
AEIERHEFRBEANVHEET > COMREEZ RS
BHIARFE T IRAY L E & E - 2

ST AT A IR E AR > BB R BN &
S DA BB SR I T e > 0 EAE TR LN R B S Y 1 2 B
o R AT SR — M S R PRI B e 2R S T AE KRB 2
THYHREE RIS - BEAREORMRY > AR IEEORM:
By & A SR A TN [E SRR B T ER ST BRSO AY -
Sh > AT B AR Y & — B DR [B] SRR Y 1 ER 52 2 T
AL > InoR TAHEAYELRE - BREIR T - ERSORMES

N
Ji °

by Christoph Schwobel (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1995), pp.1-30, esp. pp. 3-7,
15-19.

21 2EFEME - (AEEEW TE B 28 MEREGESZH—
EEFGHRERMSRIHE ) @) HoREAR - tROBEEE - (K

R (FEE))(_ R REHERRTE  2006) H 239-286 27 William
W. Schumacher, Who do I say that You are?: Anthropology and the Theology of

the Theosis in the Finnish school of Tuomo Mannermaa (Eugene: Wipf & Stock
Publishers, 2010) °

22 2E@EME > (AEERZWREE R LEERMENEE) |
253-256
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= AP R R E B e

PLEFra&ey - FA BREE - BE o Ty
B ARH R HEHBEONRE > Wi ERE EK
BAE & AT B EE R BT - BT REE R
—HEBEER BRI & E - BERE BB
AER > HEEIERAIT RIS RE - B2/ VRN
BT —EEREHYERE > BURAE TR EREm A > BEIE
PHENE L BERERNEERHNRES > EEEARERL

aiEsEEY > WAERRELMEEE > RIEHACRERE
W - NIl R AR E D - EOFE T+ GHAY - A
ifi > AEE > FEEFEEE IR - AL E DUE
EEEE R R E Y BR AR R SR o AR B R
H P EIREEEESR » SR BB G A AR Riigg - 2 S
RERCMRLH - FER A R BB EREWII > Rt RN E —
TEHISIRER -
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Christian Ecumenism and
Christian Studies in Contemporary China

Pan-chiu LAI

[Abstract] The historical division of Christendom gave rise to a
denominational or confessional approach to the study of Christianity. This
approach can be found not only in most of the theological seminaries
independent of the universities, but also in many universities in the Western
world. Under the influence of the ecumenical spirit of Vatican II as well as
the efforts made by other churches, many successful examples of in-depth
ecumenical dialogue and even theological synergy emerged in the last few
decades. Some of the fruits of ecumenical dialogue and / or theological
synergy, including especially the revivals of Trinitarian theology and of the
doctrine of deification (theosis), are particularly relevant to the
communication between Christianity and Chinese culture as well as the
further development of Christian Studies as an academic discipline in China.

In the Chinese speaking world, the study of Christianity carried out in
the independent theological seminaries and to a less extent that in the
universities in Hong Kong and Taiwan remain rather denominational. In
contrast, since the 1980s, a group of university-based scholars in Mainland
China, without any formal denominational or religious affiliation, began to
study Christianity from literary, cultural, social, historical, philosophical and
even theological perspectives. Some church leaders in China take a skeptical
and even negative attitude towards this kind of academic studies of
Christianity, especially their relevance to the Christian churches. This article
attempts to counter that in spite of their limitations in terms of academic
training and achievement, these scholars from the universities of Mainland
China are more open to a cross- or inter-denominational approach to the
academic studies of Christianity and the study of the branches of Christianity
under represented in China, e.g. Orthodox Christianity. Their studies of
Christianity may enhance the mutual understanding or even collaboration
among the Christian churches in China and furnish the Christian churches
with better understandings and responses to the cultural, social and political
challenges facing Christianity in contemporary China.
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Vatican II : The New Start of
Christian-Buddhist Dialogue

Tao XU

[Abstract] The Second Vatican Council of the Catholic Church only
reaffirmed its own basic legacy of faith, and to a limited extent recognized
that Buddhism also reflects the True Light which illuminates the whole of
humanity. Vatican II determined the guiding principles of dialogue, which
initiated a whole series of dialogue and cooperation between Catholicism, the
first among the different Christian denominations to do so and Buddhism on
the level of faith, culture and concrete action. Moreover, it definitely
improved the relationship between the whole of Christianity and Buddhism.
In conclusion, Vatican II is a watershed in the Christian-Buddhist dialogue,
going from the ideal of a minority of enlightened persons to a consensus
among the majority of Christian and Buddhist believers.
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ZrarikE ) (“Liturgical Renewal and Ecclesiastical Law” ) » & ( B2 S BlZ=FE)
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(1969) » H 378-388 ;[E] F{EH « EmEEAEAIL) Towards Indigenization
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( Post-Vatican Liturgical Renewal in India at All Levels, Vol. 2: 1968-1971;
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National Biblical, Catechetical & Liturgical Centre, 1976 ) ; [& F{F# (4% )
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BAES ) (“Christ and the Holy Spirit in Liturgical Worship” ) » & ( B2k H T )

(CM) > 35 (1971) > H 190-198 ; [H FEH » (BHHTSEHE (F=E%H
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(1968) > H 175-99 ; [&6] E/FF » (R R £ A JEfiE i ) ( The Eucharist and
Human Liberation; Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1979 ) ; Eduardo P. Hontiveros * ( £
oA Z g 5L i ) (“Composing Music for an Asian Local Church”) » & ( 35
TR B Em ) (EAPR) > 19 (1982) 0 H 38-47 ; Anscar J. Chupungco > ( FEfE
FEEFH ) (Liturgical Renewal in the Philippines: Maryhill Liturgical
Consultations; Quezon City, Philippines: Maryhill School of Theology, 1980 ) ;
B F1EE - (GERIEEESE) (Towards a Filipino Liturgy; Quezon City,
Philippines: Maryhill School of Theology, 1976) ; [& F{E# - ( JEEE 1S
AL E = ) (“A Filipino Attempt at Liturgical Inculturation”) » & ( 185k
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Renewal in the Philippines; Quezon City, Philippines: Maryhill Theological
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oEfEE S ) (EAPR) » 30 (1993 ) H 108-119 ; Subhash Anand - { Jg§ & 1&
FEAY AL ) (“The Inculturation of the Eucharistic Liturgy” ) » & { Vidyayjoti :
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dans la priére chrétienne” ) » &% (EE ) (Christus) > 67 (1970) > H 424-32 ;
B EAEE - (CATIREE - IR KHEYEE B R AYH{L ) (“Text and Context:
The Place of Non-Biblical Readings in the Liturgy” ) » # Duraisamy Simon
Amalorpavadass T4 » ( JEER KKK B2t 57 & ) (Research Seminar on
Non-Biblical Scriptures; Bangalore: National Biblical, Catechetical &
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dissertation. Temple University, 1972 ) ; Julio X. Labayen » { 3 @ F oo M
FIFEEEEE ) (“Vatican II in Asia and the Philippines”) » & (& —Z &l )
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Reception of Vatican II in Asia—Historical and
Theological Analysis

Peter C. PHAN, Translated by Tao Tony WANG

[Abstract] The Second Vatican Council issued 16 documents of
various levels of authority. According to Phan, of these documents, the most
important is the dogmatic constitution on the Church (Lumen Gentium); in
terms of immediate impact on Church life, the constitution on the Liturgy
(Sacrosanctum Concilium) is the most significant; and in terms of the
influence on society at large, the pastoral constitution on the Church in the
Modern World (Gaudium et Spes) is the most influential. In addition, for Asia,
given its multireligious context and the Church’s minority status, the decree
on the Church’s missionary activity (4d Gentes) and the declaration on the
relationship of the Church to non-Christian religions (Nostra Aetate) are of
particular relevance. The author points out eight areas (translation of the
documents, liturgical reform and inculturation, interreligious dialogue, social
development and liberation, ecumenical unity, and the establishment of
Asian missionary societies) in which the Churches of Asia have responded to
the challenges of Vatican II. This could not have been successfully carried
out without the guidance and encouragement of the Federation of Asian
Bishops’ Conferences (FABC) whose establishment is certainly a landmark
in the history of Christianity in Asia. What the Asian bishops did not or could
not do at the Second Vatican Council, their successors did splendidly during
the Special Assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Asia. Convened by Pope
John Paul II, the Asian Synod met in Rome in 1998. The significance of the
Asian Synod lies, then, not so much in what its Asian participants said as in
being the sign that through it the Churches of Asia have reached maturity.
They have arrived at this stage because, in appropriating the teaching of
Vatican II, they have set out consciously to put into practice what they call the
“Asian Integral Pastoral Approach towards a New Way of Being Church in
Asia (AsIPA).” The goal of this approach is to develop “genuine Christian
communities in Asia—Asian in their way of thinking, praying, and
communicating their own Christ-experience to others.”
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Doing Local Theologies in the

Asian Context—
Implications of Inculturation since the
Second Vatican Council

Mee-yin Mary YUEN

[Abstract] A new era began in the Roman Catholic Church since the
Second Vatican Council. Instead of holding the classicist worldview of a
single normative culture, a new and more positive attitude towards the
modern world and bearers of modern social, political and cultural movements
was employed. New developments in various aspects of the life of the church
spread out all over the world, including Asia. Among them is the flourishing
of theological thought. Theological works at both academic and more popular
levels in Asian churches blossom, with emphasis on their particular contexts
and cultures. In spite of this, problems arise in the process of inculturation in
theology. Some of them are: Without neglecting cultural diversity and being
sensitive to the already presence of Christ in different cultures, how does one
respect the normative character of Christianity? If religious faith is at the
core of a culture and the goal of inculturation is to transform the culture by
the Christian life, will it destroy the religious root of another culture?

In this article, the above issues are explored through examining the
notions of culture, local church, diversity of cultures and theological
pluralism. It has shown that the Council affirmed the following new
understandings: the modern sociological and ethnological sense of culture,
the universal church exists only as the communion of local churches, the rich
diversity of cultures and the contributions of the local churches, the
importance of diversity in proclaiming the good news and in theologizing,
and the role of theologians in seeking more suitable ways of communicating
doctrine and faith to the people of their times. All these new ideas encourage
church members, including theologians of local churches, to find expressions
in indigenous ways of thought, symbols and practices, so as to make the
Christian faith take root in local culture.

This article illustrates that inculturation can be understood as a two-way
process of mutual enrichment and critique between Christianity and the local
culture, with the interpretation of the FABC on inculturation. Both the Asian
reality and the Christian evangelizer are purified, healed and transformed. In
the view of this, inculturation is not a one-way process of replacing the local

-113 -



(CREZOATEER) BITISE ) FJ 20104

culture with Christian faith. Neither does it abandon the Scripture and the
Christian tradition. Rather, it stresses that unity and harmony are to be
realized in diversity; it is important to cultivate an all-embracing and
complementary way of thinking. In doing theology, apart from employing
Scripture and church tradition, Asian theologians also engaged in Asian
realities and resources of local cultural traditions. Furthermore, the
theological works of Indian theologian Felix Wilfred and Hong
Kong-Chinese theologian Chi-Fan Ng were used as examples to manifest
how Asian theologians theologize in a local context. Wilfred focuses more on
the social realities whereas Ng highlights more the cultural and philosophical
resources. Both of them demonstrate how these resources can be integrated
into their works. They make great contribution in the inculturation of
theology and the development of theological methods in doing local
theology.

Introduction

The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) proclaimed a new era
in the Roman Catholic Church and inspired new developments in all
aspects of the life of the church all over the world, including Asia.
One piece of evidence can be seen in the blooming of theological
thought all over Asia. We can see theological works flourish at both
academic and more popular levels in Asian churches, with attention
being paid to their particular contexts and cultures. Since the
socio-economic, cultural and religious environment in which the
Asian churches are located are in stark contrast with those of
Western or European churches, the ways of doing theology and
focal points of concern between Asian churches and Western
churches are different. There is not just one way of doing theology

but pluralist ways.
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However, before Vatican II, the Catholic Church had a culture
of its own, which Bernard Lonergan called a “classicist” notion of
culture.' At that time, theology thought of itself as dealing with
unchanging truth in a largely unchanging world. This classicist
worldview was called into question by Vatican II. From the
classicist worldview to the open attitude towards other cultures, we
can say that it is a great leap forward for the Church to hold a new
viewpoint on culture. This also encourages the development of local

theologies in Asia.

During the process of constructing theologies, with integration
of and dialogue with local cultural resources and religious traditions,
problems appear and some of the questions often being asked are:
How can local theology be faithful to its own faith tradition and at
the same time integrate the sources of local culture? Will local
theology lose its Christian identity? Some Asian theologians face
tensions and pressure from the Vatican in recent years when
conducting inter-religious dialogue in their works. Thus, some
scholars argue that the Vatican inclines to giving priority to
uniformity and withdrawing its commitment to inculturation or to
developing a more equal relationship with the local churches. They
claim that assertion, rather than committed dialogue, appears to be
the preferred mode of communication.” All these questions and

problems prompt me to go back to the foundation and driving force

1 Lonergan claims that the classicist notion of culture was normative, that there
was only one culture and it was both universal and permanent; to its norms and
ideals might aspire the uncultured, whether they were the young or the people
or the natives or the barbarians. When the classicist notion of culture prevails,
theology is conceived as a permanent achievement, and one discourse on its
nature. See Bernard Lonergan, Method in Theology (New York: Herder and
Herder, 1972), p.xi.

2 Robert Schreiter, “Culture and Inculturation in the Church: Forty Years on
Dovetailing the Gospel with the Human Kaleidoscope,” New Theology Review,
18 (2005), pp.24-25.
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of the recent development of local theology or inculturation of

theology, to examine its meaning and impact.

In this article, I would like to examine the understandings of the
concepts in Vatican II which lead to the bourgeoning of the notion
of “inculturation” in the Catholic Church and how they affect the
development of local theologies in the Asian context. To do this, I
will first examine the notions of culture, local church, and pluralism
in the various documents of Vatican II, especially Gaudium et Spes,
and their relationships with inculturation. Some further development
and comments on inculturation will also be explored. Second, I will
explore how the Asian Catholic Church, being inspired by Vatican II,
understands inculturation and from it stimulates the development of
local theologies in their local churches. I will first focus on the
understanding and interpretation of the Federation of the Asian
Bishops’ Conferences (FABC). After that, apart from the FABC
documents itself, I will focus on the works of two Asian theologians,
examining how their works exemplify the way of doing local
theologies with the use of local resources and pay particular
attention to the local context. I will also identify some issues which
are still under contention and cannot be neglected when doing Asian

theologies.

1. The Concepts Related to Inculturation in the
Vatican II and its Impact

1.1 Background

In this section, I will examine the notions of culture, local
church, and pluralism in the various documents of Vatican II,

especially Gaudium et Spes, and their relationships with

- 116 -



Mee-yin Mary YUEN, "Doing Local Theologies in the Asian Context"

inculturation. Before doing that, let me highlight a few points about
the background of Vatican II. Locating Vatican II in history is
important because it allows us to see better the context where the
Council was located, and where the conciliar experience created

great impact on the final shape of the documents.

If we recall the history of the sixteenth century, that is, a
century and a half before Vatican II, the situation and atmosphere of
the Church was totally different from that of today. At that time,
after the Enlightenment, the secularization and pluralization of
European societies, and the development of the natural and human
sciences, the Catholic Church was characterized by an increasing
uniformity and centralization of authority in Rome. In response to
modernity, the Church created a world of its own, with a distinct
worldview and ethos, defended and legitimated by a distinct mode
of philosophy and theology. With a classicist mentality, it was
convinced that circumstances were somehow accidental and that
“stability, fixity, immutability” were the basic assumptions of
theological work.® There was only one dominant culture of value
for cultivating abstract logic. Therefore, for classicists, it was

perfectly legitimate to impose their own culture on others.*

Under this classicist worldview, prior to the Council, cultural
analysis was almost wholly neglected in theological reflection. The

word “culture” only had an intellectual or aesthetic sense, with no

3 Lonergan, pp.301, 338, 363.

4 Michael Paul Gallagher, “Inculturation Debates: the Relevance of Lonergan,”
Studia Missionalia, 52 (2003), pp. 356-358; Joseph A. Komonchak, “The Local
Realization of the Church,” in Giuseppe Alberigo, Jean-Pierre Jossua and
Joseph A. Komonchak, eds., The Reception of Vatican II (Washington, D.C.:
The Catholic University of America Press, 1987), p.80. For historical
background of the Catholic Church before the Vatican II, see Adrian Hastings,
“Catholic History from Vatican I to John Paul I1,” in Modern Catholicism:
Vatican Il and After (New York: Oxford University Press, 1991).
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anthropological implications. That explains why many participants
did not view culture as an instrument for analyzing society at the
beginning of the Council. However, in Vatican II, we see a different
picture. The council substantively altered the way in which the
Church responded to the modern world and called Catholics out of
their cultural alienation to assume new and more positive
relationships with members of other religions, Protestants and
bearers of modern social, political and cultural movements. It
abandoned the idea of a single normative culture and called for
incarnations of Catholic Christianity in a variety of the world’s
cultures. In this way, Joseph Komonchak argues, Vatican II must be
seen as a historic cultural turning point for Roman Catholicism. He
points out that what developed in the local churches after the
Council was more than the “aggiornamento” or “adaptation” that the

council documents used to describe.’

A number of scholars also view Vatican II as an ecclesial event
of historic importance. As an ecclesial event, church historians such
as John O’ Malley, Giuseppe Alberigo and Joseph Komonchak
argue, the changes and discontinuity between the earlier Catholic
tradition and what was effected at Vatican II should not be ignored.
They thought that one should not neglect the historical perspective
and simply focus on the authoritative status of the final form of the
Council documents themselves. Interpretation of Vatican II would
not be satisfactory if it were limited only to analysis of the text of
the documents.® Ormond Rush also argues that although the

Council participants never intended a macro-rupture from the

5 Komonchak, p.81.

6 Giuseppe Alberigo and Joseph Komonchak, eds., History of Vatican II vol. 5
(Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books; Leuven: Peeters, 2006), p.643; John O’Malley,
“Vatican II: Did Anything Happen?” Theological Studies, 67 (March 2006),
pp-3-33.

- 118 -



Mee-yin Mary YUEN, "Doing Local Theologies in the Asian Context"

tradition, innovations and discontinuities which can be regarded as
micro-ruptures existed. As an ecclesial event with participants
holding different viewpoints, there are clear compromises,
ambiguities, and juxtapositions of conflicting viewpoints throughout
the final documents.” Richard R. Gaillardetz points out that
“ecclesiologically, councils derive their authority not from the
juridical force of their document but from their status as ecclesial
events manifesting, in concentrated form, the reality and faith

witness of the church as communion.”®

Moreover, Vatican II is also considered as a cultural event,
which means the collective cultural experience of the participants
and the new attitude of mind which grew within them as the Council
progressed should not be neglected when we examine the meanings
of culture in the documents of Vatican II. Their lived experience and
their formal teaching should definitely not be seen as separate from

one another.’

It is undeniable that the Council gave the Council Fathers a
brand new cultural experience. It was the first time that a Council
included a large number of bishops from the Third World, and that
the points of view of the churches of Asia, Africa, and Latin
America could be heard. Moreover, the representatives of eastern
European countries were also able to share their experiences from
the communist world. The presence of these bishops allowed the

participants from European and North American countries to

7 Ormond Rush, Still Interpreting Vatican 11: Some Hermeneutical principles
(Mahwah NJ: Paulist Press, 2004), pp.7, 27-28.

8 Richard R. Gaillardetz, The Church in the Making: Lumen Gentium, Christus
Dominus, Orientalium Ecclesiarum (Mahwah NJ: Paulist Press, 2006), p.xv.

9 Herve Carrier, “The Contribution of the Council to Culture,” in Rene
Latourelle, ed.,Vatican Il Assessment and Perspective: Twenty-Five Years After
(1962-1987) Volume Three (Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 1989), pp.442, 452.
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discover the diversity of mentalities and cultures. The truly
international composition of the conciliar gathering made the
participants aware of its universal character and that Christianity had

begun to be a “world-Church.”"°

Furthermore, the participants experienced a deep immersion in
the affairs of the Church and the world together at the Council, and
they taught one another to use new perspectives to view humanity in
the world. This collective sensitization paved the way for a deeper
ecclesial awareness and a greater readiness in accepting a new
understanding of culture and the use of cultural analysis in
interpreting the world. Humanity and the world were indeed at the
center of debate at the Council.'" Learning and broadening of
horizons were going on in the minds of the bishops during the four
years, especially as they moved from discussion of the church ad
intra to the church ad extra. Such developing mind or spirit must
have had an impact on the documents, especially the final text of GS
which was passed at the last session of the Council, with many

references to culture and cultural analysis."

The inspiration for the twofold renewal of the Council—the
Church purifies and redefines itself, and it makes an effort to renew
its understanding of the present world—came from the commitment
of the Council Fathers in ressourcement, a return to the sources of
baptism and Eucharist rather than in law and jurisdiction, and

aggiornamento, bringing up to date concerns regarding the modern

10 Karl Rahner employed the term “world-church” when he made an analysis
of how the Catholic Church truly became aware of its universal character
officially with Vatican II. Karl Rahner, “Basic Theological Interpretation of the
Second Vatican Council,” Theological Investigations, 20 (1981), pp.77-89
(85-86).

11 Carrier, pp.447-8.
12 Ormond Rush, pp.42,44.
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world.® The theological perspective of Vatican II cannot be
separated from its cultural perception of the contemporary world.
One can only find the full significance of Lumen Gentium, the
Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, in light of Gaudium et Spes,
the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World."*

With this background in mind, we now turn to examining the
notions of culture, local church and diversity in Vatican II which are
related to the inculturation of theology. The notion of culture in
Vatican II, especially in GS, is of special importance, as it directly
relates to how Christianity, mostly with a Western image, responds
when it encounters another culture. In addition, the concepts of local
church and diversity, which both legitimize the status and activities
of the local church, also create great impact on the development of

local theology.

1.2 The Notion of Culture

The whole of Chapter Two of GS is devoted to “culture” and is
often quoted to explain how the Council views this notion. However,
we should not neglect other documents relating to culture and the
use of cultural analysis as a method throughout the council. The
intention of Vatican II in employing cultural analysis was that of
emphasizing the close link between culture, evangelization, and the
mission of the Church, and this focus spread throughout the various
documents. Especially in the four main constitutions of Vatican II,

each has dimensions that illumine the relationship between the

13 Gaillardetz, p.xvii.

14 In Lumen Gentium, the eschatological character of the pilgrim church was
stressed, showing how the destiny of the Church is bound up with the liberation
of the whole of humanity. Even in the face of a sinful or hostile world, the
Church does not set itself apart from humankind. See Carrier, pp.450-451.
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Church and other cultures or religions or between the Holy See and

the local churches.

GS offers a two-fold dimension of the modern definition of
culture: the classic and the modern. On the one hand, culture refers
to “all those factors by which a human refines and unfolds his [or
her] manifold spiritual and bodily qualities” (GS 53). In this sense,
culture is seen as concerned with the progress of the individual, who
develops all his or her potential through the application of
knowledge and labor. It represents the highest achievements in art,
music, literature, and technology in society. This concept of culture
is traditionally understood in the classical and humanistic sense. On
the other hand, a more modern view of culture refers to the
anthropological life experience and the typical mentality of each
human group. Culture has a “historical and social aspect,” it carries
a “sociological and ethnological sense; in this sense one can speak
about a plurality of cultures” (GS 53). These two dimensions allows
us to understand the relationship between the culture of the
individual and the cultures of groups, between scholarly culture and
living cultures, for it is humanity that is the subject and the
beneficiary of all cultural progress. In analyzing the concepts of
culture in GS, Carrier argues that the text reveals a dynamic,
historical, and concrete view of humanity. It provides an
anthropological reflection on the progress offered to humanity both
individually and collectively—a modern analytical instrument in
order to understand the world better and help it carry out its role in

1
it."”

Carrier further contends that the method of cultural analysis

being employed in Vatican II can be seen at the beginning of GS.

15 Carrier, p.453.
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Based on the human sciences, this method was used to analyze the
contemporary world and allowed the Church better to understand the
collective behavior, thought patterns, dominant values, aspirations
and contradictions of the modern time. Carrier points out that this
approach is indispensable prior to any moral judgment or bringing
the gospel to any new culture. The Church is more and more
sensitive to the signs of the times, and to the values and

counter-values that challenge the Christian conscience.'®

In GS, the Church saw the world from the point of view of the
gospel, and is aware of the close bonds between culture and the

message of salvation:

For God...has spoken according to the culture proper to
different ages...Faithful to her own tradition and at the same time
conscious of her universal mission, she can enter into communion
with various cultural modes, to her own enrichment and theirs
too...by the very fulfillment of her own mission the Church

stimulates and advances human and civic culture (GS 58).

The Council further noted how the Church preached the Word
through different cultures. “Living in various circumstances during
the course of time, the Church has used in her preaching the

discoveries of different cultures to spread and explain the message

16 In GS, it is stated explicitly that the Council reached beyond the members of
the Church to address the whole human family about issues of common concern
(GS 2). It saw itself walking with the world in the face of challenges and
problems of humanity. It acknowledged that “the human race is involved in a
new age of its history” (GS 4), an age in which it “is passing from a more static
notion of the order of things to a more dynamic and evolutionary notion” (GS 5),
an age marked by a new respect for the variety and diversity of cultures. Thus,
gradually, “a more universal form of human culture is developing, one which
will promote and express the unity of the human race to the degree that it
preserves the particular features of the different cultures” (GS 54), an age that
requires a “new humanism, in which man is especially defined by his
responsibility for his brothers and sisters and for history” (GS 55).
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of Christ to all nations, to probe it and more deeply understand it,
and to give it better expression in liturgical celebrations and in the
life of the diversified community of the faithful” (GS 58).

The Church also recognized that it has profited from the riches
hidden in various cultures and learnt how to adapt the gospel in

various cultures:

The Church learned early in its history to express the Christian
message in the concepts and languages of different peoples and tried
to clarify it in the light of the wisdom of their philosophers: it was
an attempt to adapt the Gospel to the understanding of all people and
the requirements of the learned, insofar as this could be done...In
this way it is possible to create in every country the possibility of
expressing the message of Christ in suitable terms and to foster vital
contact and exchange between the Church and different cultures.
(GS 44)

Not only in GS, but indeed the whole Council , as Carrier
suggests, became aware that culture as contemporary and historical
humanity is always its concern and reflection, and so the analytical
framework of the Council is both ecclesial and cultural. In a great
variety of contexts, it deals with modern science, its relationship to
faith and human development, freedom in research, advances in
teaching methods and the human sciences, the human and spiritual
formation of priests, religious and lay people, the role of schools and
universities, and artistic creation. All these are in some way related

to the dimension of culture. '’

17 Carrier, pp.455-7.
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1.3 The Concept of Local Church

The emphasis on the approach of cultural analysis in
theological reflection brought significant changes to the tone and
expression of the various documents of Vatican II. Church historian
John O’Malley points out that the new genre in Vatican II
documents was more pastoral, positive, and persuasive in tone. This
genre is “epideictic:” it is “a form of the art of persuasion and thus
of reconciliation. While it raises appreciation, it creates or fosters
among those it addresses a realization that they all share (or should
share) the same ideals and that they need to work together to achieve

them.”'®

With this basic attitude, Gaillardetz argues that the ecclesiology
of Vatican II shifted from the triumphalist, clericalism, and
excessively juridical point of view to one more humble and
ecumenical, stressing equality among the faithful, and focusing more
on the sacramentality and mystery of the church.'” Moreover, the
image of the pilgrim church in LG, that the Church is a people on
the way who have the promise of God’s presence and guidance but
who still await the consummation of God’s plan, also affirms the
need of the Church for ongoing reform (LG 48). This shows a shift
from the tone of a triumphalist church to one of more historical
consciousness and recognizes the need for reform in a humble

way.”

Such a humble attitude, combined with historical consciousness,

led the Council participants to assert that the one and universal

18 O’Malley, p.26; Stephen B. Bevans, “Decree on the Church’s Missionary
Activities Ad Gentes,” in Stephen Bevans and Jeffrey Gros, Evangelization and
Religious Freedom (Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 2009), p.8.

19 Gaillardetz, pp.41-43.
20 Gaillardetz, pp.56-57.
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Church is realized in and through the variety of local churches.
Insofar as they come into being through the call of God, the word of
Christ, the grace of the Spirit and the exercise of the apostolic
ministry, especially through the Eucharist, local churches are
genuine churches, formed after the image of the universal church.
They are the local realizations of all that the one Church is. It is “in
and from such individual churches there come into being the one
and only holy Catholic Church” (LG 23; see also LG 26; SC 42; CD
1.

Because the universal church exists only as the communion of
local churches, the diversity of culture and circumstance enters into
the very definition of the local church. In numerous texts, the
Council showed a great sense of respect for particularity and
diversity. It made particularly significant contributions to the
development of liturgies that show respect for what Ad Gentes calls
the treasures that “a bountiful God has distributed among the nations
of the earth.” It refused “to impose a rigid uniformity” and wished to
“foster the spiritual adornments and gifts of the various races and
peoples” (SC 37).** The catholicity of the Church thus does not
refer merely to the universal geographical spread of a single,

uniform church:

This characteristic of universality which adorns the People of
God is a gift from the Lord Himself. By reason of it, the Catholic
Church strives energetically and constantly to bring all humanity
with all its riches back to Christ its Head in the unity of His Spirit.
In virtue of this catholicity each individual part of the Church
contributes through its special gifts to the good of the other parts and

21 Komonchak, p.77.
22 Also see SC, 37-40; AG, 8-11, 22-23, 26; GS, 53-55, 58
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of the whole Church. Thus through the common sharing of gifts and
through the common effort to attain fullness in unity, the whole and

each of the parts receive increase. (LG 13)

Catholicity suggests fullness, inclusivity and
comprehensiveness. It is a concrete universal because of the variety
of the local churches. This unity in concrete catholicity is something
achieved everyday. Each local church not only receives from the
universal church but also offers to the church universal its own
particular gifts and insights as the cultural site in which the gospel is

always being proclaimed, received, and lived out.

This view of the Church represents something like a
Copernican revolution in ecclesiology.” A new ecclesiology in
Vatican Il represents a move away from the pre-conciliar,
universalist ecclesiology to one of manifestations of communion
within the one church of Christ. Catholicity is realized dialogically;
each local church engages in dialogue with the social, cultural,
economic and political context, and within the communion of

24
churches.

1.4 The Notion of Diversity and Theological Pluralism

With growing consciousness of the rich diversity of cultures
and the contributions of the local churches, Vatican II showed
appreciation for pluralism in theology, when it said that the gospel
message needs to be adapted according to each culture. In the
Decree of the Church’s Missionary Activities Ad Gentes, the
Council states that it is necessary that “theological speculation

should be encouraged in each major socio-cultural area.” This

23 Ibid., 78.
24 Gaillardetz, pp.160-161.
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should be done “in the light of the tradition of the universal church,”
including the deeds and words which God has made known, which
have been unfolded by the Church Fathers and the teaching authority
of the Church, but in ways that submit to new scrutiny. In this way,
it will more clearly be seen in what ways faith may seek
understanding in the context of the philosophy, wisdom, customs,
and worldviews of local people. Christian life can be accommodated
to the genius and the dispositions of each culture (4G 22). Stephen
Bevans argues that this interpretation is devoted to the
encouragement of local, contextual, or inculturated theologies,

although the text used the term of “adaptation.”

The Council also emphasized the importance of the theologians
who endeavor to promote theologies that would be relevant to their
peoples. While recognizing the difficulty in harmonizing cultures
with Christian teaching, the Council affirmed that these difficulties
can stimulate the mind to a more accurate and penetrating grasp of
the faith. “While adhering to the methods and requirements proper
to theology, theologians are invited to seek continually for more
suitable ways of communicating doctrine to the people of their times.
For the deposit of faith or revealed truths are one thing; the manner
in which they are formulated without violence to their meaning and

significance is another” (GS 62).

The Council also clearly affirms the importance of diversity in
proclaiming the good news and in theologizing as the Church stands
forth as a sign of fellowship which renders possible sincere dialogue

and strengthens it:

25 Stephen Bevan, “Decree on the Church’s Missionary Activities Ad Gentes,”
p.45.
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Such a mission requires first of all to create in the Church itself
mutual esteem, reverence and harmony, and acknowledge all
legitimate diversity; in this way all who constitute the one people of
God will be able to engage in ever more fruitful dialogue, whether
they are pastors or other members of the faithful. For the ties which
unite the faithful together are stronger than those which separate
them: let there be unity in what is necessary, freedom in what is
doubtful, and charity in everything (GS 92).

The Council speaks in other documents of a “legitimate
diversity” which extends to theological expressions of doctrine (LG
13; UR 17). It is also the conciliar opinion that differences need not
diminish unity, but indeed contribute to it and make more vivid the
catholicity of the Church (LG 13, 23; UR 4, 16; OF 2).

Regarding cultural diversity and pluralism, the Council
participants demonstrated concern: “what must be done to prevent
the increased exchanges between cultures, which ought to lead to a
true and fruitful dialogue between groups and nations, from
disturbing the life of communites, destroying ancestral wisdom, or
jeopardizing the uniqueness of each people? How can the vitality
and growth of a new culture be fostered without the loss of living
fidelity to the heritage of tradition?” (GS 56) These are questions
being raised in Vatican II and are also questions on which
theologians need to reflect continuously when doing local

theologies.

In fact, since Vatican II, local theologies began to emerge in
Africa and Asia. Emerging consciousness of the theological
significance of these regional churches led to new theological
reflections by both local theologians and local church leadership that
have challenged the overly Westernized formulations of the faith

that were first brought to their continents. Being a minority
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community in regions with many other religious traditions, these
regional churches have contributed much to the universal church as
they struggle to live out their Christian identity. They have worked
to distinguish between what is essential and unchanging in church
dogmatic statements and sacramental practice and that which may
admit of new formulations and customs.?® They address how to
affirm church unity without yielding to a rigid and sterile uniformity,
on the one hand, and how to celebrate a legitimate and invigorating
ecclesial diversity without dissolving into a church fractured by
division, on the other hand. This issue must be examined when

doing local theologies in Asia.

1.5 Development and Comments on the Concept of
Inculturation

Acceptance of the broader and more secular definition of
culture demonstrates the Council’s recognition of the wider world
and many of its values. The role of Catholics is to participate in and
to act as leaven within the many cultures of the modern world. Such
understanding of culture helped the Church update its location in the
world. Although the Council never used the word “inculturation” but
rather used “adaptation,” the sections on the “multiple connections
between the good news of Christ and human culture” and on “the
relationships between different forms of human culture” provide a
framework for subsequent discussion on inculturation or
inter-cultural encounter. Appreciation of the diversity of cultures in
the world and of the values within them has continued to grow after
Vatican II.

26 Gaillardetz, pp.107-108.
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Since the early 1970s, the term inculturation gained momentum
in the Church. It often refers to the process by which faith and
gospel take root among a people and find expression in indigenous
ways of thought, symbols, practices and so on.”’ Inculturation
gradually became one of the key issues of evangelization and
theological reflection for Catholics. It not only opens up new ways
of expressing the gospel, but more importantly represents an attempt
to form authentic local and regional churches. People in these local
and regional churches become active subjects and agents of

evangelization who contribute as part of the world-church.

The apostolic exhortation “Evangelization in the Modern
World” Evangelii nuntiandi of Pope Paul VI in 1975 was considered
an official church teaching that was truly imbued with the modern
sense of culture and speaking about the pluralism of cultures.
Evangelization was defined as entering deeply into the hearts, minds,

and customs of a people:

For the Church, evangelizing means bringing the Good News
into all the strata of humanity, and through its influence
transforming humanity from within and making it new...The
purpose of evangelization...seeks to convert, solely through the
divine power of the message she proclaims, both the personal and
collective consciences of people, the activities in which they engage,

and the lives and concrete milieu which are theirs...Though

27 A full definition is provided by Pedro Arrupe in his 1978 “Letter on
Inculturation to the Society of Jesus”: “Inculturation is the incarnation of
Christian life and of the Christian message in a particular cultural context, in
such a way that this experience not only finds expression through elements
proper to the culture in question, but becomes a principle that animates, directs
ad unifies the culture, transforming and remaking it so as to bring about a new
creation.” Quoted from T. Howland Sanks, “Inculturation: What is to be Done?”
New Theology Review, 18 (Feb 2005), p.61. Also see Norman Tanner, The
Church and the World Gaudium et Spes, Inter Mirifica (Mahwah, NJ: Paulist
Press, 2005), pp.75-76.
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independent of cultures, the Gospel and evangelization are not
necessarily incompatible with them; rather they are capable of

permeating them all without becoming subject to any one of them.”®

In a document published by the Pontifical Biblical Commission
in 1994, namely “The Interpretation of the Bible in the Church,”
there is a section discussing inculturation. It not only provides the
theological and biblical foundation of inculturation, it also stresses
the "mutual enrichment" in the process of inculturation. On the one
hand, the treasures contained in diverse cultures allow the word of
God to produce new fruits and on the other hand, the light of the
word allows for a certain selectivity with respect to what cultures

have to offer.”’

Despite this positive development, Robert Schreiter argues that
it was the culture of Western societies that has been and continues to
be of central interest to Rome. It is true that while both the classical
and modern concepts of culture can be found in GS and that the
notion of diversity appears in various documents, more attention
indeed was given to the classical concept in the document. Moreover,
since the 1980s, Schreiter further contends that the Vatican appears
to have curbed any further development of inculturation; priority is
being given to a uniformity of thought in the plurality of the
post-modern world. Assertion, rather than committed dialogue,

appears the preferred mode of communication. He points out that the

28 Pope Paul VI, Evangelii nuntiandi, 1975, no. 18 and 20. In website:
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/
apost_exhortations/documents/hf p-vi_exh 19751208 evangelii-nuntiandi_en.
html

29 Pontifical Biblical Commission, The Interpretation of the Bible in the
Church, 1994. In website:
http://www.ewtn.com/library/CURIA/PBCINTER.HTM
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tone and genre of the declaration Dominus Iesus and the

prescriptions regarding liturgical celebration are indicative of this.*’

Other theologians also point out a list of problems which might
arise in the process of inculturation. Among them are: In the midst
of cultural diversity and the needed sensitivity toward the presence
of Christ already in the culture, how does one also respect the
normative character of Christian tradition? Is it possible for a local
church to make a genuine contribution to the local tradition? What
does unity mean in the concrete situation of cultural diversity? In
doing local theology, what is the relationship between text and
context? What is the role of the tradition and doctrine of the Church?
These are thorny and conflicting issues which could be seen at the

local level and remain theological tensions.'

In the article “Inculturation: What is to be done?” T. Howland
Sanks even raises the question: “Is inculturation realistically
possible? Desirable? Ethical?** He argues that “if the center, root,
or heart of any culture is its religious faith,” and the goal of
inculturation is to see that “the Christian life and message becomes a

principle that animates, direct and unifies the culture, transforming

30 Schreiter, “Culture and Inculturation in the Church,” pp.20, 24-25. In the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) document Dominus lesus,
strong language is used to spell out the Christian religion as the absolute truth
and other religions as only beliefs and not means to salvation. Generally
speaking, church leaders and theologians of Asia responded negatively to this
document, criticizing it as “ignoring the human and pastoral dimensions of
inter-religious dialogue,” and as evidence of the lived experience of people who
live as though reality were “a Western desk experience.” For further comment
and response of the Asian Church towards this document, please refer to
Edmund Chia, “The Asian Church in Dialogue with Dominus lesus,” 2002. In
website:  http://www.sedos.org/english/chia_2.htm

31 Robert Schreiter, Constructing Local Theologies (Maryknoll NY: Orbis
Books, 1985), pp.95-104. Also see Michael Paul Gallagher, “Inculturation
debates: the relevance of Lonergan,” Studia Missionalia, 52 (2003), p.349.

32 Sanks, “Inculturation,” p.67.
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and remaking it so as to bring about a new creation (as suggests by
Pedro Arrupe),” it seems to be “a direct attack on the religious root
of another culture,” and “seek[s] to displace or replace another
religious tradition with Christianity.” Sanks quotes the concern of
Asian theologian Michael Amaladoss, arguing that “the Christian
discourse about inculturation evokes the image of the gospel going
out into the world to conquer cultures, expressing itself in them and
integrating them and thus enriching the various cultures. This is an
image of domination and conquest.”* This is a very important issue
that Asian Christians need to consider. Should Asian Christians
redefine inculturation so that it is not a process of domination and
conquest, or should they abandon it altogether? In the face of this
question, we now turn to the interpretation of culture and
inculturation by the Asian Church and explore how it can shed some

insights on our understanding of inculturation.

2. Interpretation by the Asian Church

Prompted by the new ecclesiology and theology of the Council,
local theologies flourish and Catholics from the local churches
participate in nurturing the field of theological construction using
local resources. Although the term “inculturation” implied a
negative sense according to some theologians, what had been
discussed about diversity of culture, adaptation to local culture and
affirmation of the status of local churches at the Council created
enormous impact on the new understanding of the mission and
theology of the Asian Church. The visit of Pope Paul VI after the
Council to the Philippines and the gathering of the Asian bishops in

33 Michael Amaladoss, Beyond Inculturation: Can the Many be One? (Delhi:
Academy Press, 1998), pp.15-16.
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1970 gave birth to the Federation of the Asian Bishops’ Conferences
(FABC) which is considered an important platform for invigorating
theologies in an Asian way.” In this section, I will focus on the
understanding and interpretation by the FABC on inculturation and

local church, and examine how it affects Asian theologies.

2.1 Inculturation in the FABC Documents

In the article “Inculturation of Theology in Asia (The
Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences 1970-1995),” Stephen
Bevans, a scholar of theology and culture who worked in Asia
(Philippines) for a decade, conducts a survey and an analysis of
inculturation of theology in the FABC documents, and highlights the
features and development of the understanding of inculturation in
the FABC.” In the first meeting of the Asian bishops in 1970, the
bishops of Asia committed themselves to the development of “an
indigenous theology” so that “the life and message of the Gospel
may be ever more incarnate in the rich historic cultures of Asia”

(resolution 13).*° In later meetings and documents, “inculturation”

34 The FABC was set up in 1972 and the first plenary assembly was held in
April 1974 in Taipei, Taiwan. Bishops of various Episcopal conferences met
almost every four years. In between plenary assemblies the FABC has
sponsored various colloquiums, workshops and seminars. A theological
commission to provide greater theological depth to its work was also set up with
the suggestion in 1982. Therefore, in the past almost 40 years of activity, an
impressive body of documents has been produced. See Felix Wilfred, “The
Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences (FABC): Orientations, Challenges
and Impact,” FABC Papers, No. 69 (1995). For the FABC Papers, please visit
the website: http://www.ucanews.com/html/fabc-papers/fabc-0.htm. Also see
Thomas C. Fox, Pentecost in Asia : A New Way of Being Church (Maryknoll,
NY: Orbis Books, 2002), pp.7-21.

35 Stephen Bevans, “Inculturation of Theology in Asia (The Federation of
Asian Bishops’ Conferences 1970-1995),” Studia Missionalia, 45 (1996),
pp-1-23. In the following pages, I will mainly follow the analysis of this article.

36 Asian Bishops’ Meeting, 29 November 1970. Resolution 13. In G.B. Rosales
and C.G. Arevalo, eds., For All the Peoples of Asia: Federation of Asian
Bishops of Asia: Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences Documents from
1970-1991 (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books; Quezon City, Philippines, 1992),
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rather than “indigenization” is used and it becomes one of the major
themes being addressed in the FABC. The term may not be the best
description of the process by which the variety of Asian religious,
cultural and economic contexts are taken seriously in the theological
enterprise, nevertheless the search for ways to make the church more
truly Catholic by making it more truly Asian, according to Bevans,

functions as the leitmotif of every FABC concern.”’

In the early documents, inculturation, incarnation, or
indigenization is not only linked to Asian cultures and traditions, but
also to Asian religious traditions. At the 1974 plenary assembly in
which the theme is “Evangelization in Modern Day Asia,”*® the
final statement states that inculturation is the way the church
becomes authentic within the context of Asian life. The way the
church must evangelize in modern day Asia is to “make the message
and life of Christ truly incarnate in the minds and lives of our
peoples” through the “building up of a truly local church” (9). For
the local church is “the realization and the enfleshment of the Body
of Christ in a given people, a given place and time" (10). We can see
that inculturation is inseparable from the concept of local church in
the eyes of FABC. By local church, it means a church in continuous,
humble and loving dialogue with the living traditions, the cultures,
the religions — in brief, with all the life-realities of the people in
whose midst it has sunk its roots deeply and whose history and life it

gladly makes its own. It seeks to share in whatever truly belongs to

pp-3-10, here p.9. Hereafter the book will be abbreviated as F4PA in footnotes;
the paragraph numbers will be given in the text in parenthesis.

37 Bevans, “Inculturation of Theology in Asia,” p.2; also see L. Nemet,
“Inculturation in the FABC Documents,” East Asian Pastoral Review, 31 (1994),
p.94.

38 FAPA, pp.11-25.
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that people: its meanings and its values, its aspirations, its thoughts

and its language, its songs and its artistry (12). *

At the 1978 second plenary assembly of the FABC, with the
theme “Prayer—the Life of the Church of Asia,”*’ the final
document states that Christianity must “assume into the full
Christian life of our peoples what is good, noble and living in our
cultures and traditions” (11) as well as bring to fulfillment whatever
seeds of the gospel have been planted in Asian cultures prior to
evangelization. It also mentions some of the gifts that Asian
spirituality can give to the entire church: a holistic view of prayer,
traditions of asceticism, techniques of contemplation and popular
expression of faith (24). Bevans point out that it is an advance over
the 1974 statement, as inculturation is a two-way process of mutual

critique and enrichment.*!

The final report of a workshop being sponsored by the FABC
states explicitly that inculturation is not “mere adaptation of a
ready-made Christianity into a given situation; rather, it is the
creative embodiment of the Word in the local church” (6).** The
process of inculturation is one of dialogue and results in a
“discovery of the seeds of the Word which lie hidden in given
cultures and living traditions” of Asia (7). Although the Word, the
Gospel, is unchanging, the process of inculturation will purify, heal
and transform not only the local Asian culture in which one is

searching, but also the church itself—on both the local and universal

39 FAPA, p.14. Also see James H. Kroeger, “Local Church, Dialogue and
Conversion,” FABC Papers, No.107. In website:
http://www.ucanews.com/html/fabc-papers/fabc-107.htm

40 FAPA, pp.27-48.
41 Bevans, “Inculturation of Theology in Asia,” p.5.

42 Final Report of the “Workshop on Inculturation” of the 1970 International
Mission Conference in Manila, Philippines. FAPA, pp.138-141.
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levels (9). Theologizing should be contextual, by taking into
consideration the ways of thinking and the sets of meanings and
values that shape the lives of the people (19). From this report, we
can see that the FABC not only inherits the language of Vatican II of
“discovery[ing] the seeds of the Word in cultures,” it goes further in
interpreting inculturation as a two-way process, in which both the
Asian reality and the Christian evangelizer are purified, healed and

transformed.*

The most complete statement on inculturation among all the
FABC documents is the “Theses on the local Church” by the

“ In this document,

Theological Advisory Commission.
inculturation is depicted as an ongoing process of mutual critical
correlation—encounter between Gospel and culture (5.4 & 5.5). The
Gospel needs to find roots in the local culture, and often this can be
done only by a prophetic critique of that culture (6.8). Nevertheless,
the deeply religious culture of Asia also needs to purify the way the
Gospel is presented, and can even open up aspects hitherto
unnoticed or neglected in the Gospel itself (5.13). The Asian

theologians also noted inculturation is “a meeting of the Spirit with

43 In another workshop on theology of dialogue, with a subsection on
“Dialogue and Inculturation,” inculturation is again proposed as a two-way
process, and it is suggested that the practice of dialogue is to be carried out with
deep respect for the other, marked by openness and readiness for transformation
on the part of both sides, and attention being paid to culture and religious
traditions of Asia. See FAPA, p.249.

44 The formal establishment of the Theological Advisory Commission (TAC)
of the FABC came in the 1980s. TAC later became the Office of Theological
Concern (OTC). Its team of theologians come from the member bishops’
conferences of the FABC. A five-year period of extensive study and
consultation culminated in a comprehensive document entitled "Theses on the
Local Church: A Theological Reflection in the Asian Context" (FABC Papers,
No. 60) and was published in 1991. In the opinion of the author, it is probably
the most comprehensive document to date on local Church worldwide. J.
Gnanapiragasam & F. Wilfred, eds., Being Church in Asia: Theological
Advisory Commission Documents (1986-92).
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the Spirit” (8.5) because God’s Spirit is present and active among

Asian peoples beyond the boundaries of Christian faith.

Apart from these explicit discussions of inculturation, the
concept of inculturation in fact exists throughout the FABC
documents because the reality of inculturation is a complex
encounter between Gospel and a local church in the whole Asian
reality, made up of religions, cultures, poverty and the poor. If the
Christian community truly dialogues with culture, with religions and
with the poor, it will truly become “a Church of Asia not simply a
Church in Asia,” and will no longer be seen as a foreign presence.®
Moreover, Bevans points out that there are several recurring notions
in the FABC documents which can help us better understand how
FABC interprets inculturation, including the methodological
commitment to starting with Asian reality and reflecting on concrete
praxis, the theological conviction of the universality of divine grace
and the subsequent goodness and holiness of the human, and the
authenticity of theological reflection as an activity of authentic

Christian and cultural subjects.*

Each local Church in Asia has received abundant and diverse
gifts from the Holy Spirit. Each Church is to give freely because it
has received freely (cf. Mt. 10:8). In this manner each local church
contributes to the realization of the catholicity of the Church. As
Catalino G. Arévalo suggests, "Unless every local church shares in
the koinonia that is the Church universal, in true equality, in
authentic participation, in the interchange of gifts and blessings, the

dream of catholicity has not yet been realized. It is part of our

45 FAPA, p.333.
46 Bevans, “Inculturation of Theology in Asia,” pp.9-18.
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deepest duty, as Catholics especially, to help bring this to pass."*’

Thus, the entire Church becomes, as noted by Vatican II, the corpus
ecclesiarum (LG, 23), the body of the Churches, the corporate body
of local Churches. For the FABC, the more that each local Church
becomes truly inculturated, indigenized and localized, the more this
same Church through the power of the Holy Spirit becomes

universal.

2.2 Pluralism in Theology in the FABC Documents

As shown above, encouragement to promote a unity in
diversity can be seen in the Vatican II documents. Thus, according
to the FABC, pluralism in theology is officially recognized,
provided such pluralism does not lead to relativism. In the FABC
activities and documents, we can see the inheritance of this concept.
In the Bishops’ Institute on Social Action (BISA) and the Bishops’
Institute on Interreligious Affairs (BIRA), the significance of
diversity or pluralism was stressed. “Pluralism is a necessity once
we work through the mediation of secular analysis and worldviews.
This pluralism should not be a threat to our Christian unity, but on
the contrary, a positive and creative sign that our unity is deeper
than whatever the concrete technical analysis or viewpoints might

show: a genuine value that emphasizes unity in diversity.”*

Another document states that: “Unity, peace and harmony are
to be realized in diversity. Diversity is not something to be regretted
and abolished, but to be rejoiced and promoted, since it represents

richness and strength.” It also stresses that harmony is not simply

47 See Kroeger, “Local Church, Dialogue and Conversion.” Quoted from
Catalino G. Arévalo, Jahrbuch fiir Kontextuelle Theologien 1995 (1995
Yearbook of Contextual Theologies), p.34.

48 BISAII, 1975, no. 10, in FAPA.
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the absence of strife, described as “live and let live.” The test of true
harmony lies in the acceptance of diversity as richness.* It is
further pointed out that “[o]ne of the serious obstacles to harmony is
the attitude of exclusivity, not willing to open oneself and see the
beauty and truth in the other. At the root of this attitude is the failure
to view the complementarity which exists between peoples, cultures,
faiths, ideologies, world-visions, etc. For the promotion of harmony,
it is important to cultivate an all-embracing and complementary way
of thinking. This is something very characteristic of Asian traditions,
which consider the various dimensions of reality not as

contradictory but complementary (vin yang).”>

2.3 Doing Theology with Asian Resources

In order to demonstrate how Asian Christian theology is a
continuation of the tradition of the Church and to examine how
Asians do theology and draw nourishment from the Asian cultures
and the lived experience of Asian Christians, the Office of
Theological Concern (OTC) of the FABC conducted a study and
then published a paper in 2000, namely “Methodology: Asian

Christian Theology, Doing Theology in Asia Today.”"

According to the OTC, to theologize in Asia and to be critically
conscious of what it means to be a Christian “is not an exercise of

translating the experiences of past generations (be they Western or

49 BIRA IV/II, 1988, no.15, in FAPA.

50 Ibid., n0.20. “Yin yang” is the term of complementary from traditional
Chinese philosophy.

51 This document represents the work of study and consultation of the
members of the office and other theologians over a period of three years, finally
approved at the meeting in Kathmandu, May 2000. This document is offered as
a basis for discussion. The Office of Theological Concern(OTC)-FABC,
“Methodology: Asian Christian Theology, Doing Theology in Asia Today,”
FABC Paper, No. 96. See website:
http://www.ucanews.com/html/fabc-papers/fabc-96.htm
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Eastern) into some modern Asian jargon, but rather an attempt to
express from the depths of the Asian psyche the ineffable experience
of living faith in Jesus Christ. It is the result of a genuine incarnation
of the mystery of Christ in the flesh and blood of Asian peoples.”
Although there are various cultures and philosophies in the Asian
traditions, according to the OTC, there are certain values and
approaches that are more important. One of these values is harmony.
Because of multi-religious, multi-ethnic and multi-cultural
backgrounds, Asians live in an atmosphere filled with communal
tensions. Therefore, a vision of unity and harmony, and a language
of reconciled diversity that will enable people of different
communities to work together for peace and the building of a more
just society, are of utmost importance. It is undeniable that Asian
Christians rest solidly on their faith in Jesus Christ in whom the
self-communication of God has taken place, but Asian Christians
also realize that the mystery of the depth of this self-communication
remains to be explored further; they realize that the Spirit is at work
outside the visible Christian community, through these various
traditions. Given the prominent value of harmony, the OTC points
out that Asian Christians seek ways to integrate the experiences of
Asia and the experience of their own forebears or traditions into
their Christian faith. Though there is but one Truth, that Truth is a
Mystery which one needs to approach respectfully. Hence, the Asian
Christian is open to dialogue, which is based on profound respect for
individuals, communities and their religious traditions. The Asian

way is one of integration and inclusion.”

Apart from relying on Scripture and Sacred Tradition to do
theology, the OTC points out that Asian Christians also employ

52 OTC-FABC, “Methodology,” introduction.
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Asian realities as resources (loci theologici), insofar as God’s
presence, action and the work of the Spirit can be found in them
through discernment and interpretation. The totality of life,
including the cultures of peoples, the history of their struggles, their
religions, religious scriptures, oral traditions, popular religiosity,
economic and political realities and world events, historical
personages, stories of oppressed people become resources of
theology, and assume methodological importance in doing
theology.” This implies theologically that one is using “context”
(or contextual realities) in a new way. This is because in the past, the
use of contextual realities meant that context was the background
against which one did theology. The faith or the Gospel and tradition
must address the questions and challenges from the context and
respond to them. This kind of theology was concerned with the ways
of adapting and applying the message to people in their concrete

socio-religio-cultural situations.

From the above interpretation of inculturation and local
theology by the FABC, it has shown that inculturation can be
understood as a two-way process of mutual enrichment and critique
between Christianity and the local culture; it is not a one-way
process of replacing the local culture with Christian faith. Moreover,
from the vision of the FABC that unity and harmony are to be
realized in diversity, and the importantance to cultivate an
all-embracing and complementary way of thinking, one can see the

many possibilities of doing local theology in diversified ways.

53 OTC delineates the sources and resources of theology in theological method
in Asian context which include cultural resources, religious resources, social
movements, specifically Christian sources, and theological basis of resources.
See OTC-FABC, “Methodology,” chapter 3.
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3. Development of Asian Theologies in
Asian Church

The FABC does not only offer its understanding and
interpretation of the concept of inculturation and doing Asian
theologies. Being inspired by Vatican II, it also directly involved in
doing Asian theologies through its own activities and the documents
it produces. Apart from the FABC, a church organization which
employs a contextual way of doing theology, many other
theologians in Asia, both being encouraged by and getting
legitimized power from Vatican II, also participate in nurturing this
field in their local churches or in Asia at large.® Moreover, more
and more Asian Christian women participate in constructing
theology in their own contexts.” In this section, apart from the
FABC itself, I will focus on the works of two Asian theologians, an
Indian and a Hong Kong-Chinese, examining how these works

exemplify the methodology of doing Asian theologies, with the use

54 Some of the works of Asian theologies include: Virginia Fabella, ed., Asia s
Struggle for Full Humanity: Towards a Relevant Theology. Papers from the
Asian Theological Conference, January 7-20, 1979, Wennappuwa, Sri Lanka
(Maryknoll NY: Orbis Books, 1980); Aloysius Pieris, An Asian Theology of
Liberation (Maryknoll NY: Orbis Books, 1988); Michael Amaladoss, Life in
Freedom: Liberation Theology from Asia (Maryknoll NY: Orbis Books, 1997);
Michael Amaladoss, The Asian Jesus (Maryknoll NY: Orbis Books, 2006).

55 One of the proceedings of Asian theological works which contains works of
both Catholic and Protestant women is: Virginia Fabella and Sun Ai Lee Park,
eds., We dare to dream: doing theology as Asian women (Hong Kong: Asian
Women's Resource Centre for Culture and Theology and the Asian Office of the
Women's Commission of the Ecumenical Association of Third World
Theologians, 1989). Later, a group of Catholic women theologians has found
the “Ecclesia of Women in Asia” and hold conference every two years. So far,
four conferences have been held since 2002 and several proceedings have been
published, including: Body and Sexuality: Theological and Pastoral
Perspectives of Women (2004); Reimagining Women, Marriage, and Family Life
in Asia (2006).

- 144 -



Mee-yin Mary YUEN, "Doing Local Theologies in the Asian Context"

of local resources and paying particular attention to the local

context.

3.1 The FABC as an Exemplar of Doing Asian Theology

The FABC, since its establishment, has consistently used
contextual realities, including cultures, religions and sociopolitical
realities, as resources for theological reflection, with a view to
interpreting the mission of the Church in Asia. The FABC has
adopted the pastoral cycle which starts with faith, then proceeds to
social analysis of the signs of the times, followed by theological
reflection to discern these in light of the Gospel, enabling the
Church to plan for the future and specify its missionary response.
This is a living theology which constantly strives to discern the
working of the Spirit in a rapidly changing world. Moreover, the
FABC always emphasizes humble, respectful and loving dialogue
between local Asian churches and Asian cultures, religious

traditions and the poor:

We enter as equal partners into the dialogue in a mutuality of
sharing and enrichment contributing to mutual growth. It excludes
any sense of competition. Rather, it centers on each other’s values.
All the partners in dialogue participate in their own culture, history
and time. Hence, dialogue brings the partners more deeply into their

own cultures and bears the characteristics of inculturation.>®

Through these three interrelated spheres of dialogue—with the
poor, with other religions and with the Asian culture—the Church is
able to link with people in all areas and dimensions of their lives.

This method of employing Asian resources and interpreting Asian

56 Bishops’ Institute of Inter-religious Dialogue, BIRA 1, no.12, in FAPA,
p.111.
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realities as embodying God’s presence and action in our history and
world, as suggested by the OTC, “has come to be accepted and is
bearing fruit in the life of the Church.””’ Not only did it publish a
few volumes of documents on all the statements, final reports and
reference materials,”™ both Asian and non-Asian theologians also
analyze the methodology and themes of the FABC documents and
examine how this method and interpretation of Christian faith can be

applied in Asian local churches.”

3.2 Indian Theologian Felix Wilfred

Felix Wilfred has been involved in developing and doing local
contextual theology in India and Asia for many years and has
published a number of articles and books in this area. In his own
words, what he tries to do is a “contextual re-interpretation of
Christianity with our experiences in India and Asia at large as the
point of reference.” His theological works are clearly influenced
by the spirit of Vatican II and the FABC; he affirmed the importance
of these ecclesial events and the related documents. ® To
demonstrate how he does local Christian theology in an
inter-cultural encounter between Indian culture and Christianity, I’11

employ his own works, with focus on the more recent On the Banks

57 1Ibid., section 3.1.

58 For FABC publications, please visit the FABC website:
http://www.fabc.org/pub.html

59 According to the FABC, there are 30 doctoral dissertations and four master
or licentiate thesis in which the FABC is the research subject. For details of the
topics, see FABC website: http://www.fabc.org/FABCRelatedStudies.html. For
FABC publications, please visit the FABC website:
http://www.fabc.org/pub.html

60 Felix Wilfred, From the Dusty Soil: Contextual Reinterpretation of
Christianity (University of Madras, 1995), p.viii.

61 Felix Wilfred has been a secretary and member of the Theological Advisory
Commission of the FABC and wrote a number of articles on and for the FABC.
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of Ganges: Doing Contextual Theology,”

which clearly shows his
ideas and methodology for constructing local theology in an Indian

context.

For Wilfred, doing theology is part of the process of study and
reflection on the problems and questions facing the people and a
search for ways and means to meet the challenges of life, just as the
first centuries of Christianity when life and faith were very
intimately interlinked. Therefore, all genuine theology must be
open-ended and dialogical.*® Since India is a great civilization
characterized by immense diversity, full of contradictions and
conflicts, doing theology in India also means facing unprecedented
challenges at all levels. It is only by entering into the universe of
Indian life, its tradition, culture, history and the dynamics of
contemporary society, that one could make sense of what it means to
do theology in India. Theology can be a way to bring the Good
News of Jesus closer to the lives of the people. Service to life is the
basic framework of doing theology in India, with three inter-related

dimensions, namely the materials, the societal and the cosmic.*

Wilfred upholds “dialogue” as his method of theology. He
suggests that there are several dimensions of dialogue. First,
dialogue with the overall situation, which means being present right
in the midst of the struggles for life and to immerse oneself like
Jesus into the situation and enter into dialogue. Second,
inter-religious dialogue with various religious traditions in India. All
of them embody in their beliefs, rituals, and other expressions a

response to some of the basic questions about human life, its

62 Felix Wilfred, On the Banks of Ganges: Doing Contextual Theology (Delhi:
ISPCK, 2002).

63 Wilfred, On the Banks of Ganges, p.xi.
64 Ibid., pp.4-5, 8-9.
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meaning, its destiny, and so on. The worldview behind these
religious traditions, the values and attitudes they foster have many
consequences in real life. Third, dialogue with other sciences, which
can throw light on the reality of life and help respond to its
contemporary exigencies.”” This dialogical model, Wilfred claims,
is a genuine process of inter-cultural encounter.®® Through this
process, certain aspects of faith will acquire greater relief and
prominence, whereas the culture of India will also be transformed

when meeting the prophetic aspect of Christian faith.®’

In his own works, we can see that the subalterns or the people
of the marginalized in India, the dalits, the poor in Asia in the age of
globalization—all those who struggle for liberation and life —are the
focus of his theology. ® Moreover, he examines the Indian
approaches to the concept of the Divine Mystery in which various
Indian sources are employed.” He attempts to reinterpret Church

and Kingdom of God, Jesus Christ, language of Christian

65 Ibid., pp.9-14.

66 Wilfred argues that whereas inculturation presupposes an understanding of
culture mainly in terms of customs and traditions, inter-cultural encounter views
culture as the deeper aspect of worldview, symbols, root-paradigms and so on.
See Wilfred, On the Banks of Ganges, p.49.

67 Wilfred, On the Banks of Ganges, pp.43, 50.

68 For example, in his book Asian Dreams and Christian Hope, two-thirds of
the chapters are devoted to the problems being faced by the marginal peoples in
the age of globalization and the rights of the subalterns in Asia, and the mission
of Christianity in these situations. He explored a subaltern hermeneutics and
theology which focus on the contemporary issues and problems of Asia at the
dawn of the millennium. See Felix Wilfred, Asian Dreams and Christian Hope
(Delhi: ISPCK, 2003, second edition). In another book From the Dusty Soil,
Wilfred starts from the real-life world and experiences of the suffering people,
the dalits, dalit Christians and protest movements, examining the “Cries of the
Times” in part one of the book. Then he attempts to reinterpret some notions of
Christian faith in light of the situation being delineated in part one. For details,
please refer to Felix Wilfred, From the Dusty Soil: Contextual Reinterpretation
of Christianity (University of Madras, 1995).

69 Felix Wilfred, “Indian Approaches to the Divine Mystery,” On the Banks of
Ganges, pp.186-207.
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uniqueness, and Christian community in the context of India’ and
he identifies components of liberating dialogue and calls for such

dialogue within and between religious traditions.”"

In reinterpreting the language of Christian uniqueness, for
example, Wilfred points out that all christologies are contextual and
no particular one is comprehensive. The language of uniqueness has
its presuppositions and epistemological background, but Indian
experience and interpretations of Jesus do not seem to require such
language. Rather, with the long tradition of mutual relationship
between the various faith traditions, and with the need for focusing
on suffering, Christians can firmly commit to their faith without
having to invoke the language of uniqueness.”” In this way, Wilfred
reinterprets the concept of uniqueness in the Christian tradition and

gives it a new understanding in the Indian context.

Wilfred also argues that in doing contextual theology in India,
apart from the sources like scripture, tradition and liturgy, the
specifically Indian resources for theologizing must be highlighted.
These sources include: the meaning of life in the midst of so much
poverty, misery and struggle; the various cultures of particular
groups, communities or peoples which manifest the embodiment of
expressions of life, according to different regions and languages,
socio-political situations of castes and classes; Indian literature;

stories, narratives and myths in Indian life; the sacred writings of the

70 Felix Wilfred, “Church and Kingdom of God: A Reinterpretation”; “The
Language of Christian Uniqueness: Reflections from an Indian Perspective,”
From the Dusty Soil, pp.137-160, pp.176-200; Felix Wilfred, “ Interpreting
Jesus Christ in Contemporary India”; “Being a Christian Community in India,”
On the Banks of Ganges, pp.138-187, pp.208-242.

71 Wilfred names part three of the book From the Dusty Soil as “Summons to
dialogue” in which he calls for intra-traditional and inter-traditional dialogues.

72 Felix Wilfred, “The Language of Christian Uniqueness: Reflections from an
Indian Perspective,” From the Dusty Soil, pp.199-200.
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religious traditions represented in India; and the saints, sages and
mystics of the past as well as of present times.” He also emphasizes
that Indian theology does not result from simply adopting certain
Indian concepts. It is the encounter of India with these texts through

dhvani interpretation—interaction between the text and the reader.”

For Wilfred, Christianity can make spiritual contributions to the
present circumstances of India. ° The religio-cultural and
socio-political experience in India could signify for Western
Christianity, and consequently for an innovative Western theology.”®
Wilfred contends that Indian theology needs to develop to support a
fruitful encounter between Christianity and the Indian experience,

both in its religio-cultural and socio-political dimensions.”’

To sum up, we can see that Wilfred makes his effort in doing
local theology with a dialogical method, employing local sources,

such as Hindu way of interpretation, and paying special attention to

73 1Ibid., pp.19-22.

74 In the Indian tradition, one of the theories of interpretation is the dhvani
theory which means that what the text says is the result of an encounter between
the text and the reader. Such an interpretation will not be something simply
theoretical and epistemological. It will be chiefly a matter of interpretation
through life and praxis, history and involvement. For more details, please refer
to Wilfred, On the Banks of Ganges, pp.22-24.

75 The four inter-related areas are: the culture of prophetic love in new forms
and expressions (tackling of the structuring aspects of injustice, oppression and
marginalization), creation of community (inter-human and inter-group
relationships in fellowship), the message of the Sermon on the Mount, and the
option for the poor. Ibid, pp.245-252.

76 These elements include: the inner experience of mystery (through
contemplation the indwelling of the Divine deep within ourselves also allows us
to experience ourselves, the world and the entire universe); transcending the
externals (search for the spirituality); Nishkama Karma or the Spirit of
Detachment in Action (while we are fervently engaged, we should interiorly
distance ourselves from the world, to keep ourselves free and
alert—non-attachment and inner freedom and sacrifice); contemplative spirit
and holistic vision. Ibid., pp.252-260.

77 Ibid., pp.245-260.
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the Indian reality, especially the subaltern. He also attempts to
reinterpret the Christian doctrines so as to make it more suitable to
an Indian context. He also gains much respect from the Asian

Church as well the other religious traditions in India.

3.3 Hong Kong-Chinese Theologian Chi-Fan Ng

In his recent work The Universal Salvation of Jesus Christ,”
Hong Kong moral theologian Chi-Fan Ng attempts to examine how
the good news of the universal salvation of Jesus Christ can be
rooted in the Chinese culture, from the perspective of moral
theology, as a contribution to the inculturation of theology in a

Chinese society.

Ng notices that since the apostolic age, the problem of
adaptation has existed in the process of evangelization. After much
effort, the gospel was integrated to the Greco-Roman culture.
However, when the gospel was spread to China, similar problems of
adaptation occurred again. Local theologians often have to face the
problem of how the gospel message can be integrated in the local
culture. Ng argues that there are both universal and local dimensions
in theology. These two dimensions should not be in opposite
positions, but rather should exist in harmony. Local theology should
not be separated from the Church. It is innovative but
simultaneously reflects the value of the tradition of revelation in it.
Meanwhile, Church authorities should provide more space for local

theologians to develop this area.”

78 Chi-Fan Ng, Universal Salvation of Jesus Christ (Taipei: Kuangchi Press,
2008). (in Chinese)

79 Ng, “The Principles of Local Theology,” Universal Salvation of Jesus
Christ, pp.26-27.
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For Ng, doing local theology in a Chinese context refers to the
theological expression of the experience of Christian faith by the
members of the Chinese Church through the special feature of
Chinese culture, Chinese language and life experiences, in the
context of Christianity-Chinese cultural encounter. He delineates
some principles of doing local theology: it should be Chinese people
who do local theology, use simple and easy to understand Chinese
language, theologians should have religious experience, local
theology should be in harmony with the universal theology, local
theology and church authority should be complementary and the
latter should give the former more space to try, to be able to answer
the questions of human persons in real-life reality, and respect and

uphold the ethical tradition of Chinese people.*

Generally speaking, Ng argues, Chinese people possess a sense
of worry and anxiety, thus, local theology in a Chinese context
should be able to address this concern. Ethics and morality is,
therefore, an obvious meeting space where Christianity and Chinese
culture meet and respond to this concern. In the face of this issue,
Ng attempts to reinterpret the meaning of sin and salvation in moral
theology. He examines the diversified meanings of the notion of sin
in the classical texts of Chinese philosophy and its relation to the
sense of worry and anxiety among Chinese people. He also points
out that in Chinese cultural tradition such as Confucianism,
emphasis is on benevolence or humanness rather than punishment.
The notion of filial piety and paying homage to ancestors make
Chinese people caring about the situation of life after death. On the
other hand, he also points out that in Christian faith, the place of sin

is overstressed, to the extent that the good news of salvation and

80 Ibid., pp.10-25.
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grace is neglected and misinterpreted. He argues that moral theology
in the past was too legalistic; the image of a merciful God was
covered by the image of a judging God. This can be reflected in the

doctrine of eschatology in the Catholic tradition.

To do theology and spread the good news in the Chinese
society, Ng contends, there is a need to rethink the issue of hell and
the image of God. Therefore, in his work, he reinterprets the notions
of hell, sin and salvation, and highlights the image of a merciful and
compassionate God and the importance of universal salvation in the
Catholic faith.*' Such reinterpretation of faith is not only more
compatible with the notions of benevolence and filial piety in the
Chinese cultural tradition, and makes it easier to have dialogue with
other Chinese religions such as Buddhism and Taoism, it can also
reflect the compassionate image of God, and meet the concrete

needs of the faithful in real life.*

To sum up, we can say Ng makes an important step in doing
local theology in a Chinese context. His employment of Chinese
philosophies and cultural sources, and reinterpretation of the
Catholic tradition on sin and salvation after dialogue with the

Chinese context make a contributiion in Chinese local theology.

Conclusion

Vatican II is considered to be a historical cultural turning point
for the Roman Catholic Church. It abandoned the classicist
worldview of a single normative culture and assumed a new and

more positive attitude towards the modern world and bearers of

81 Ibid, pp.217-250.
82 Ibid., pp.295-296.

- 153 -



(CREZOATEER) BITISE ) FJ 20104

modern social, political and cultural movements. The lived
experience of the Council participants—bishops from all over the
world experienced a deep immersion in the affairs of the Church and
the world together at the Council through discussion and
debate—paved the way for a deeper ecclesial awareness and a
greater readiness in a new understanding of culture and the use of

cultural analysis in the Council.

In this article, the notions of culture, local church, diversity of
cultures and theological pluralism were examined. It has shown that
the Council affirmed the following new understandings: the modern
sociological and ethnological sense of culture, the universal church
exists only as the communion of local churches, the rich diversity of
cultures and the contributions of the local churches, the importance
of diversity in proclaiming the good news and in theologizing, and
the role of theologians in seeking more suitable ways of
communicating doctrine and faith to the people of their times. All
these new ideas inspire members, including theologians of local
churches, to find expressions in indigenous ways of thought,
symbols and practices, so as to make Christian faith take root in

local culture.

However, in the process of inculturation in theology, a number
of problems arise. The most notable ones are: In the midst of
cultural diversity and the sensitivity needed to the presence of Christ
already in the culture, how does one also respect the normative
character of Christian tradition? If the heart of any culture is its
religious faith and the goal of inculturation is to transform the
culture by the Christian life, will it become an attack on the religious

root of another culture?

Employing the interpretation of the FABC on inculturation, I

demonstrated that inculturation can be understood as a two-way
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process of mutual enrichment and critique between Christianity and
the local culture; both the Asian reality and the Christian evangelizer
are purified, healed and transformed. Therefore, it is not a one-way
process of replacing the local culture with Christian faith. Moreover,
the FABC points out that unity and harmony are to be realized in
diversity; it is important to cultivate an all-embracing and
complementary way of thinking. In doing theology, Asian
theologians not only employ Scripture and church tradition, but also
Asian realities and resources in local cultural traditions. The FABC
not only produces documents showing how to do Asian or local
theology, the way it conducts its activities and theologizes is an

exemplar of doing Asian theology.

Apart from the FABC, I also illustrated how Asian theologians
theologize in a local context through the theological works of Indian
theologian Felix Wilfred and Hong Kong-Chinese theologian
Chi-Fan Ng. Each of them has his principles for doing local
theology. Wilfred focuses more on the social realities whereas Ng
highlights more the cultural and philosophical resources. Both of
them demonstrate how these resources can be integrated into their
works. Maybe some people will still question, does Wilfred rely too
much on social and cultural realities to theologize, or does Ng focus
too much on evangelization? Can they achieve unity and pluralism
in theology? Do they use the text of the church tradition and cultural
tradition in an appropriate way? Will the Holy See disagree with
their works? Nevertheless, they establish an important step for doing
local theology and developing their methodologies. There is no one
way of doing theology and the above questions need to be explored

continuously by entering this field of theologizing.
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a7 T B g B A R R B AR - iR ie E AR R S B
SEEEE > AR TRIT, W MEEBENELE - BN

TR B ALEERENEEN LIF R M A —
EElE et g LA RSB ASLE B AEFOREE -

S TERY A R R 99T Ry ol o OB AY R A /D %
REZTTMZEY)  HELBERDENRER  ZESEEEN
BRI - R AE 2 R A (5] 5 16 P i Y 1 &
Mttg ERHRE > BEEEERETENEAARNEEE

2 Thomas Franklin O’Meara, Theology of Ministry (NY: Paulist Press, 1983),
p.142.
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NEHAAEE s —HEERGHE R ER > s —77
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& - It > AR AREER TR, > AEEE+50
SEMNTE - EEEE RS IHE R I EA L
e > DUEHL—SERURE B FE1ERY S - MRt — L A
HEEHYIT[A -

2.1 FEFHB T 1EE S (Ad Gentes Divinitus, AG)

EECHRENSE —EC I ZES © TARFHNEGIE
AE A SR R R EECHETE > HEg2
BT R BE A IB (E T SR AY - ) (4G 2) SUFRYIES Calvert
Alexander f£45 5 15 2 L (HEEE) (LG) - B5IHK
R RAE > HHANRETRE R E 2] 57 P E
Je o Ry TAMEA L CRERIA) B - Efdar24 i
REFRI BREXREGNEL RE" HEERENARE -
G LI BB E R T EH -

ESHE—SE > AR AR RO A S Ay
HY L SRS
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Rl A B S fERES A Ot R R BB Y FRLAE - At M fER% DA
s E RIS > EZOKEE CRIFEHERA
B — 107 JEZAEE NEAERY SRR (A - 2001
(LBt EIEH) ; FEZ GG T HYEE B R BT - sz LARK
PRREHHIRE S - R S e B L EY) T B E A T

(AG 11)

JFRFEE LS ENE - B EEREAEA R HY b
HoAl N SLREEGS - fEE Tl T A B R s e R EM
HEHIEIE > 5 (AG9)  {HFHEER Stephen Bevans® Hi5H| " &
SHIRE T @R A R e EMS > AMEEEX T A
FEENES  tWEBER _GHVEZETE -

TEHE =it 7 8GR > B 5 N — [
= ERENE A EERP AR - W3 A e
TEAERE B S RIENEEES - HEEE - 8iR
B fEd Lt B DI RIS HY S5 IR ~ RIS RV EHE » G (E
BgEiEE FHENEY) > HeBRZEEK . (4G22) H
HER » A b EE R — 0 AR - B RS L 7 %
T EERIE A R o AR R R B R i AL 2R
(contextual or inculturated theologies) - #FfE " UK FRrds
RSB 2H M E (5k 2:8) » BMAFTFLEIZRA T, (4G
22) o° #EwW T EFG-EERI G L&A o S
Brtest o SR ER g ESERE 2 T o IBREEUR
MmECEOR BB AR SE R AIEE S » NEBX M RAEINEES
PRt - ERIILARTEVIRSE ; (4G 22) » FgFErthnbls

3 Stephen Bevans and Jeffrey Gros, Evangelization and Freedom: Ad Gentes
and Dignitatis Humanae ( Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, i AR ), p.13. ((B(E

HFESIHAR LR Z )

4 Herbert Vorgrimler (ed.), Commentary on the Documents of Vatican 11, Vol.4
(New York: Herder and Herder, 1969), p.150.

5 Bevans and Gros, Evangelization and Freedom, p.20.
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2.2 (FHaEE) (Lumen Gentium, LG)

TEBVIRER BTN - SCPIRR SR T B DR A
Fi5h e BT R (B T R A PO LT 5 I -
(LG31) BEE RS A i -

ERAMEELST - BREHEI L MAKKRE
ZE - MFAVEE A T o BRI E R EA S A
PRHYREEL TR - MRy A an il —ARAY R E 1L G ERIE - X4
FE—HE o RESAMTE QRS RAAL - Bt DURE R
HITHCHITS » e Es > A E(EtSR > AR E
Ak > BRI EEE = BEERE ARG/ A - (LG31)

FARBE T BELGNETEE - MEREER EAH
AEHES > RN E(LER > DATE# RS - HER
REAKEETE - " EEEBIS AT A..
BRFOMMBART AR RE > Bz R E CR IR HEEA
FRE » LIRS 2EBEIREEE -, (LG33)

(e BRI O3 R S0 > AMIES — R E S AE AR
EE - B BERE TIRETHHRE Ffﬁ%%&%ﬁiﬁﬂﬂim
(4G 2) > HREFREEKRNEE - G FHAERH
{Ea - A A HEEHEE EE%E’JE?EFEJ&%WL :
DU RAEEE AR/ - #53 © RAEE sk ) Bl A\iE
i AR LHSEMR B S " S AR & Y e
BT (4G 11) - PEEEERNATHEE  AEEA
A EITREN My - SREEBEATER R T - F£TME

6 Vorgrimler, Commentary on the Documents of Vatican II, p. 151.

7 X AETER TEOE ) RAEMEA B R EEITHENEE A8 LN FT
FHEAERE (No. 31) » BAIEEHE -
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ZRERIHE & BRI U A AU 1 AR K A RUE S T
(LG31) - ptobh - IR IR A FEYREL - Ryl ERF A
AERE » UAEKGEEERES (LG33) -

= EEER AR A LB & W BT T

TR TEE ) AR - RE S RS
ANL  BRMABEEAMAE o« T AHAE ;  (Inculturation)
—HNAEE BERM > RN ERE > 8 R —
EEB AR - ° ERFENHEMSREHER T, g
AT > EWEHEBEREr &£ Joseph Masson 2 1962 FEFTIH » 1E
BN B G SO G Bl B %Y ) (Catechesi
Tradendae) » RIl7& 1979 4F « FUora S itk AR fa

T PS{B#EM 5 (acculturation) B¢ TASNAL 5 AT EEHTAIRY
%E o (HEAEFRED TREE, BEREWHN—ERZE
(CT53) - 10

51 Aylward Shorter' By AT fAF#E - " AL, RS HEL

AEMIZ R 3k > EEURHYER - B AAE AR E BB M
FEMBIEAB) SRR % © B2 Gerald Arbuckle 145 T Ff]

8 ¥fiE LA EEA TR N 2RS¥ 2 WS 0 Victoria Yeung, “Contextual
Formation: Challenge of Forming Lay Ministers in the Church of Hong Kong”
(D.Min. thesis, Catholic Theological Union, 2008), Chapter Three.

9 Aylward Shorter, Toward a Theology of Inculturation (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis
Books, 1988), p.10.

10 Catechesi Tradendae, art. 53 (The term ‘acculturation’ or ‘inculturation’
may be a neologism, but it express very well one factor of the great mystery of
the Incarnation), http://www.vatican.va/holy

_father/john_paul ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf jp-ii_exh 16101979 cat
echesi-tradendae_en.html (accessed March 14, 2008).

11 Shorter, Toward a Theology of Inculturation, p.11.

12 JE35& ¢ It is the on-going dialogue between faith and culture or cultures.
More fully, it is the creative and dynamic relationship between the Christian
message and a culture and cultures. = HEHZEH -
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@ IEE ) AMEE TR,  BREETEN THE
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HHEGERT EHEREAERMAL - W@ EEEN RS S
% FEHIENRE "EE ) BAEMAREERESE - BLA
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RE B EE A B A an iy KECE - B2 —(E ey ERE
FEA R AR A [F] i 52 HEAT RO JH AR AR © FPEE - {4 o B
ARHALELR T — WAV S E - AEE AN OHIR (G - B
FEEAETEEZEIZNACHNZRERRGHRE » UK
g EHRE > EEHEHE A RMESEMRE LR > #X
EAYEE V) B R Y PR o

REME TR BAERMSUE s AWEEE R > Ffgk
T TR | S4B o fR9E Bevans 1YL 0 T EIE , (context)
s THEER o BTEFEE AR ERELE > St g
MBI S o Y ANEREEANETE > M ANEE
INE] SOBPRR B R > BRI RN BRI R - (1S
FREEAETHRIENEN > SH—Stg o mivta s
o HEMARFAEEFNYE - BUE - KBMSUET ER
2R > SRR RIEDR o FAERRPE R - IER XAV
FERRIRAH - BIEE (BEEBTIELES) hAtiEn &
MRS, (4G22) » ff TEE AL -

13 Gerald A. Arbuckle, Earthing the Gospel: An Inculturation Handbook for
the Pastoral Worker (Maryknoll, N.Y: Orbis Books, 1990), pp.18-20.

14 Stephen Bevans, Models of Contextual Theology (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis
Books, 2005), pp.5-7.
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E@H R ZENERNRBEEE R TR > I/ AL
RAGE ~ PEELE - AEREHIEET R AERANEZR
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Ry - RS0 > JRFTRE R 1 i LY
g @EEEAE > MEREFR P REERE > LHIERYY
(S1ERY " FEfE ) 4208 (LG31) » UIUIEE DL " REgsise sk |

(AG22) fE Ry a8 % AEA TSRV RS & o B — A4 VhHY
NBBAE - W TEEEIERGM A, (LG31) -

B T3 IS 0 A2 R B R R B B A ALk T
A By an N F 2B 1, & ( Federation of Asian Bishops’
Conference) - Mg e PEEEERAMA LA GVEZEN - &
I — 1 S0 BRSSP EERAMALD T E R T
(primary agent) » (R £y " {2 SCALEA S LR AT+ & e 4=
ISR e EEREE P

WIEFER » PSR T FELUN By AR TR (R T R S
EZEZEM - MFIERELIEE R T - BIEE SR &
R RAEN - R EMHEATEAR G - T, 5R
RERRMER > P EEERCATE TR MRS - AR
N _EAVHHER R A BRI B E o B ER S S i A
HEL > B A EEGHISERE - S A B RHENES
MY A& By - MR R A B 2R - A4S
i > EZETEREAR » plRyZESE o HUE > P EREER A
FHE S AR LR AT JCEREHEAIE ?

soak | ESRAHEREEATRE > PEEATO AR

2Bl REE ? FHEATENER S - SHNAEERS
LRERHESMAE - R EEH AR ATEE AR

15 “Journeying Together Toward the Third Millennium” in Gaudencio Rosales
and C.G. Arevalo (eds.), For All the Peoples of Asia: Federation of Asian
Bishops’ Conferences Documents from 1970-1991, Vol.1 (Quezon City,
Philippines: Claretian Publications, 1997), p.283, art. 5.1.
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BT A s (AR FRAFTE o [FR - EEMERFENT =
BT —REsE I > RIS AEVE ~ B -~ BBUE > R A
B (EERE) £/EREERE - N 1M A 2 E -
SR IELE > MBI A0S 0S8 iR A 2SRy Hs -
S AV AW 7% s E A man - EhfE s -
A H B AG Y S A RO 16 - AR B S Y B SR N B RS R
HATE) « FTlA - E{VINEREE A BTG (TR A I i 22
B — &> BT - % AVEN REEEEITE) > BE
LB ERE¥S B HY{TE) (contemplative action) o #5354z JE th Y
REEAEHET  2UEMIEESFEAE PRI PT £ S
U7 EEEEAN SR EM N —E o= o WAEMMEF
et g - REM TAERVREE PSR A A IR TR -

b

BRE &V EENS M - %0805 R & il
A tREEVESD B ERE - mH S HiE Rk BEE
AN BT HY R A T A0 (s R AR =R 2 A0 A 6]
HypaBE e E A B L ar iy EE - EEANTRE - EARES
2 IEFRBNPEER RN 2 B REBEN—2 T HEXR%
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- 167 -



(REZAFEZH) BT E_E#) FJ 20104

AL G 18 = B AR S ERI & o A AR
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HEEHA > SEFTEBHFEHEMARE - BT LES
IEFE R E AR TR EZ AR SRR TR ? 2 A B YRR AL AR
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AHAERVER > FEEENY TEL > EETEENRECHAL
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The Irreplaceable Role of Laity in
Building Up a Local Church

Yuk-lin Victoria YEUNG

[Abstract] When we look back over the past forty years, the church of
Hong Kong has been vastly inspired and generated by the spirit of the Second
Council of the Vatican, resulting with varies new phenomena. Active lay
participation in the church is one of the important fruition, not only bringing a
new face to the local church but also bringing forth the enormous dynamism
of evangelization.

An integrated life of faith is what the contemporary Christians looking
for. That is to say, the “Gospel” should be inculturated into people’s lives,
their culture, so that people can understand and experience the Good News.
An authentic local church must begin from this. Lay people, whose daily
life is interweaved with other people’s living in society, hence perform an
important and irreplaceable role in inculturating Faith into Culture. It is
because they come from the world, know well the world and have to
transform it so as to let God’s salvation to be present concretely in the midst
of the people in the world.

To start with, the author of this article leads us to return to the two
documents of the Second Vatican Council, Ad Gentes and Lumen Gentium
respectively in seeking insights and directions. Finally, from one of the
papers of the Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences, the author
highlights that lay people are the “primary agent of inculturation”.
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SN B RS Y R R RS R Ry % T b - SR T
B EERIR R S A NS (SATH)) HVBEIREREA Y
B AR ERE R £/ Doy B =8 - F—BHEE
BZINHBGEDY - HERL G R/ REBINAL G TE
(HRECAANBEREGRURE) KB M SR8
JiF o Horfr 8K 3 S AH S BR AV B4

7y 1968 RIS ERMGHEGCE —EEHEHRG

HYF B L) -

HESFIFEE LY 1974 SEAEF I ERERIIIH " B H
Fruty o ANEER > PLHYVE TG RE RIS R H R E 52 4H L
0 TR LE SRS ) BE o "B HREIE o R
TheE % HE 1992 FREEELmE L E£AEF
LIRS St B DA R+ -

1R EZAT TR M E 2 E {77 (Federation of Asian Bishop's
Conference) » 1 5L B Y TE N BB B0 & B 17 & At (o e 2]
(Christian Conference of Asia - Urban Rural Mission) Y/ #F
T THENAER4HEZEE | (ACPO, Asian Committee for

2 DR R 2R B A (BUFEIRR - EREZZORER
E2-NEBEAREFBTEEMNESNER)  (EEHBEREL & TIEET)
FoEH M (1998) 0 H 3-18 5 B - (—NAZERLRIERERS
REEBEE) WRE Rtk @) (EELNZZ AL EH I)(EF
B BEREEENE > 2005) 0 H 259-272 5 KEHE  (—ILEZBERDFA]
HEEETEZ FRERE) - BREN > Rtk ) (BER LAEE
EEEEE ) (B - FEEEEELF 0 2005) 0 H 179-213 ¢
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Peoples' Organization) 1F 1971 FEET7 > BAMG T o MEEE AR
HIZHERATE) - /£ ACPO HYIABN T » SN MBI T A/ 1t &
B TAF - EREERN BEKTHTE LB ERES—
sTHEl - 7Y 1972 AL E B EA ST G T LER - /£
w ARG B T B (EfE R AR S - M TS —T X
AL ETE) - °

BB BB BUT RFFE BIFRA (R - £ TIF LT LU
aMafE  MEEARRKEEBCRIERS - EHEAEIIK
CFREG AL 28 - SE=HAIE G ABRELEEUNT T IEY
5 HRHER - A {FIS0 E SUE e B GBI A FRVEL S AT %
EER AL /IR GHE ARG - SRERIEAE LS BE
B TEtES - EF L o REBGLEEAESEH S 24
-

— ~ R TR

BEEASIE 1841 FEE L AEBERME > B KR E
gt EEFU IS EIL BEEE (Prefecture Apostolic) o K
FHE W AT BN FEAEEZ LE XA MEREE
SR T EFH AR AT DU 2 R A 7508 b o AR I v
%2 (Fr. Sergio Ticozzi) WH4EffiS» 1£ 1841 FF 4 H » FHEKRE
PR a7 S B SR B L RS R ES 0 IE 1843 AR5k
ek EEEF LA AR T —RERE S WAL 1845 4

3 SEENI CHERSUBHEEETE TIE) BT XREFERESL
Blgrai B (B RN EREET g8 ) ) Bt d > 19994 12 H 8
H o EdE (e 40 R TRBIFEEL ) (A% ) 1997 F8 H3 H
8 H 10 H + REHBTALEHENK - BB @A RS A A it—
et A B 7E 1980 DRI E E G /YA A ~ Fr. Guntherresse -
Fr. Hummert % o HBHKMTEEAE LR - @S Lk A 85
RIS LS H S EE S ETE -
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NAE B S — R BT - ¢ BEfR H E Mt 75 KA R T3
SRR S A S LAERIERA D7 1| - EAFTRY B %R Al s e
K - 140 4E 1947 45 BE G705 % (5@ (Franciscan
Missionaries of Mary) BIIT7 B2 ZEH1ERE (St. Rose of Lima’s
College) » {£ 1949 F— M ZEREHIE ZBIAGE B BT 1Y
ExgHEE - M HEEE S AEBUEEER (Ruttonjee
Sanatorium; {f 1991 kK = RIEFE - 00U R EBUEE
F5) o f£ 1951 =& 2. {&F% (Good Shepherd Convent) FI{Z
LRIl E 2% > Rt 1967 FHEFBTFHIEFERILE
TRACGRAETB IS AEES A s PHIE L) o B EEE L 20 AT
WK ENEF A& - WL EMNEFBORES (E—EEE
1901 FFRRATHEEHFFE, YMCA) - I HAEE(E 545 7]
IR BWEBEFNTAE

AR 1941 4 12 A 25 B HE I Fra SRR
AR 75 E BT I 4 H oR - ELE S A FLRER (1941-1945; 55
MERT) A MBI - R —FFH - BN IEE
FEPIEROBER o R R &S (/] JE B 28 0 i 2k o
BUAEL (1946-1949) [Mz2RAVEER - 75 1949 FFEEIHYR T B0k
AR 5404, (Catholic Relief Services) H2RIE /RS - 1F 45 5k
AV B TAF b SEGERA 18 I 4H &% A (0] JE BhHs: & B Y [ 8
KIFRRL - BEE—EF] 1957 4 11 H 26 HA RO -
R T EBBNEAREE - W EERE - ek
7 1 PR {1 B P ok B Lo Y R R - I B U AR
JFARERAT Pl RE BB N B T A S (MR - L °

FE 50 Jz 60 £ SR HYIE A GH Sk EEA LAY SRR
B NTHRES > RBHEEMERMERETZ - B8R

4 Ticozzi, Sergio, Stories of the Catholic Church in Hong Kong ( { X ¥
i) ), translated by Yu Li-ching C#EE ) (&4 - EEIAZEH0 > 1983) -

5 Colonial Office, The Colonial Territories 1957-58 (London: HMSO, 1958),
pp.25-26.
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FE 1966 FHYELH RBH S fEt 2 2,500 EEIT » &1 E18
FIZHIBE SR A 1,750 BT - © — SRS (R EES
TRAE 1967 FEFIHA A E BUAH B & Rl BB 5 2 B R E BUR
i) e AR B — (E AR AT AV E R B AT E > FEERY
HEEIERY > EBEIREFY - OEFRYARY) > IREH
A HEFE AT ~ EERS - R A LAY E BEt STREE
sT#] - RERETRS - B RS2 A RREET#E - BRI -
Fii R T B FE - 25 60 £ BEF(E A FIEIUE
NTEH > AE 1966 £F » E4a R/ NZHE M 430 #E{7!

AR HBUN RIS EISE R (Colonial Office) #AKEEAIN
ARE G HIE A A& R At SRR R B R > R 2 BIER
HiEy TR o BB RBUT 1951 FERVFERATESE 0 T ERK
F [1941-1945] A - FAEREEEF LIERSESFEE T
o 1 B ER S A A2 75 T AR S R A A S S B S A M A
MR BOVAHS ) - ° EREREBUT LR Z 25 - 1
BER R —BE 5 AR > B 1966 F 1967 F3 4t G E)AL

6 Lutheran World Federation, Department of World Service, Hong Kong
Quarterly Report IV (Hong Kong: Lutheran World Federation, 1968a), p.1;
Hong Kong Government, Hong Kong 1968 (Hong Kong: Government Printer,
1969), pp. 304-5.

7 Lutheran World Federation, Department of World Service. "Hong Kong's War
on Disease and Narcotic Addiction," in Lutheran World Federation Department
of World Service. Hong Kong Quarterly Report 11 (Hong Kong: Lutheran
World Federation, 1966); Lutheran World Federation, Department of World
Service, Hong Kong Quarterly Report IV (Hong Kong: Lutheran World
Federation, 1968); Lutheran World Federation, Department of World Service,
Hong Kong Quarterly Report III (Hong Kong: Lutheran World Federation,
1969).

8 Hong Kong Government, Hong Kong Annual Report 1951 (Hong Kong: Ye
Olde Printerie Ltd., 1952), p.79.
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AR WAEE B AN ARG AR R BN E - (£ 195347 H 1
H > FERFRXREHHE (1946 FRar) AYEMROBRHE BRI T
KEHEEFZFE (Catholic Social Welfare Conference) »
& AF 1958 F AR EH &R A5 (Catholic Social
Welfare Bureau) » A 1959 F2 & FHRBEEE - I (E
1961 FIFA % AT AAE (Caritas-Hong Kong) » £ 1969
FHRBETEHR NS (Hong Kong Community Chest) HYf¥
B B DUS RS (E B TSR - FIE RS RBUF Y
HEEMNZENE#EED -

IR RO AE iR A% 5 A T8 B AR

L fERRELZ GBS (R L B Y S R4 TE R M
BN SR B G RS HR B ~ SRR ARE AR B

2. EEEAFREEFEMAINHIEFIRS - T AR RS 5

3. FEH BRI R BT R EL RS & 1 5% e iR %5
4. EERRE R EME AR

9 R i3 L R S A 40 o] 2B Jones, Catherine, Promoting Prosperity - The
Hong Kong Way of Social Policy (Hong Kong: The Chinese University Press,
1990).

10 Catholic Truth Society, Hong Kong Catholic Church Directory (Hong Kong:
Catholic Truth Society, 1996), p.370.
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G EIRYE ¢

11 Caritas - Hong Kong (1968-69) Annual Report ( Hong Kong: Caritas, 1969),
p.l.

12 Caritas - Hong Kong (1966-67) Annual Report ( Hong Kong: Caritas, 1967),
p-10.

13 Caritas - Hong Kong (1968-69) Annual Report ( Hong Kong: Caritas, 1969),
p.21.
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14 Caritas - Hong Kong (1970-71) Annual Report ( Hong Kong: Caritas, 1971),
p-21.

15 Caritas - Hong Kong (1968-69) Annual Report ( Hong Kong: Caritas, 1969),
p.27.
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16 Caritas - Hong Kong (1969-70) Annual Report ( Hong Kong: Caritas, 1970).

17 Caritas - Hong Kong (1970-71) Annual Report ( Hong Kong: Caritas, 1971),
p.4.

18 Caritas - Hong Kong (1973-74) Annual Report ( Hong Kong: Caritas, 1974),
p.40.
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19 Caritas - Hong Kong (1965-66) Annual Report ( Hong Kong: Caritas, 1966),
p-10.

20 Caritas - Hong Kong (1969-70) Annual Report ( Hong Kong: Caritas, 1970),
p.10.

21 Ibid., p.16.

22 ZEM  (BHEAEMTE TEERY ) SERE > AYE > REX @) (&
BHETE . KEHEFNE) (5% . PEZSHEGEHAERAE - 1995) H
2-15 -

23 Caritas - Hong Kong (1969-70) Annual Report ( Hong Kong: Caritas, 1970),
p.38.

24 Ibid., p.54.
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25 Caritas - Hong Kong (1967-68) Annual Report ( Hong Kong: Caritas, 1968),
p.11.
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27 Chow, Nelson W.S,"The Past and Future Development of Social Welfare in
Hong Kong," in Joseph Y.S. Cheng (ed.). Hong Kong in Transition (Hong Kong:
Oxford University Press, 1986), pp.403-419.
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Government and Min-jian: the Role of the Catholic
Welfare Organization

Chiu-wan LAM

[Abstract] From the end of Vatican II (1965) until the early 1970s,
Hong Kong politics and society experienced great changes. As far as social
strategy is concerned, different social institutes had different definitions and
expectations of “social welfare,” they competed with each other, and the
scattered work and experimentation of these organizations was incorporated
by the British colonial government and gradually transformed into the present
modern social welfare system. Most timely, the Catholic Social Welfare
organization (Caritas-Hong Kong) developed in Hong Kong, and had a
profound influence on the livelihood of Hong Kong people. In particular it
usually developed some social services which were ahead of the government
and offered the latter not a small number of good models that afterwards were
adopted and implemented on a large scale. Consequently, the British colonial
government changed its role, it did not anymore define social welfare as a
purely relief measure, but as a part of the whole social structure, including the
goal of social construction.

Starting from the 1970s until now, most foreign NGOs have already
been indigenized. Their income predominantly comes from public funds and
their activities are greatly influenced by the government. Under the
bureaucratic flag of modern society, one worries whether or not they can
regain their former innovative energy.
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The Development of the Hong Kong Funerary Liturgy
after Vatican II

Ngai-pui WONG

[Abstract] This article attempts to discuss the development of the
liturgical renewal in Hong Kong. Because the liturgical renewal of Vatican II
is comprehensive and covers a very broad area, this article cannot include the
whole content of the renewal. So the writer will only cover the important
points of the liturgical renewal in this essay, as well as bringing out the
coordination done by the Hong Kong diocese. Afterwards she will
concentrate on a discussion of the topic: the funerary liturgy of the Hong
Kong Church. This is done in order to understand how the pastoral and
indigenous trends of the renewal are implemented in the particular liturgies.
The reason why the writer chose to discuss the topic of the funerary liturgy is
that the customary funerary rites in each culture have a very long history, and
carry the richest ethnic characteristics. Therefore it is easier to discover the
elements of indigenization in them.
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