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Abstract:  This paper claims that the teaching of Chinese as second lan-
guage should seriously consider the Yuti roughly, Register-Stylistic
Grammar newly proposed in the literature (Tao, 1999, Zhang 2005, Feng 
2010). It is argued that Yuti must be distinguished from genre and it is 
strictly defined in terms of a grammatical system used to adjust relational 
distances between speakers and listeners in direct communication. Based on 
the theory developed in Feng 2010, Formal/Casual and Elevated/Plain2 are 
two basic categories in the Yuti system and hence different Yuti categories 
(i.e., [±Formal] & [±Elevated]) employ different grammatical devices while 

                                                        
1 2010 Columbia's conference on Chinese Textbooks and 
New Resources 2011

CCK Foundation Focus Area Project: 
Language and Society (#7103655) “ ” 2012 4

 
2 Elevated /Plain Plain

Elevated
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different morphosyntactic structures reflect different Yuti categories on dif-
ferent occasions with different topics and different social status. As a result, 
classroom teaching and textbook compiling must include different levels of 
grammar structuralized by different types and degrees of Yuti categories. 
Some preliminary classifications of the syntactic features in terms of Yuti in 
Mandarin Chinese are provided for teachers’ references. 
Keyword: Register Grammar, Gradation and distribution of Register 
Grammar 
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A 
Grammar of Spoken Chinese, Chao,1968 A Grammar of 
Written Chinese spoken language (written language) 
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advise Freeman 1983
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5   My wife advised me she will go shopping today.  
 

 
advise  

 
6 a. The president advised his staff that he will resign.  

b.  The administration spokesman advised the reporters that war is immi- 
    nent.

 
 

Freeman “I” “me” “It was just 
between you and me” “me” “It was 
just between you and I.” “I” “me”

“Let us go (will you?)” “Let’s go (shall we?)”
“ ” “ ” ( Traugott

Subjectification in Grammaticalization. 1995:36) “ ”
Freeman, 1983 2010

 
 
7.  
Commence ---  formal activities (a memorial service, an action at law…etc.

) 
The country has commenced preparations for war. 
  

Inaugurate --- elaborate formality and accompanying ceremony (to make a for-
mal beginning ... ( ) 
The mayor inaugurated a new bridge.  

 
Initiate  --- action of new project, venture, or new curriculum … etc.
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Doctors have initiated a series of tests to determine the cause of 
the problem. 

 
Start ---  suddenness or a quick beginning at an exact moment (start race 

but not a course of study
) 

The race started earlier.  
Begin---  heralds an easing into the actual happening (begin but not start a 

course of study begin
start ) 

I begin to like Richard already.  
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“endogenous change” “endogenous change”  

                                                        
7  Zhang, Zheng-sheng  ( 2011)  
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Basic Written Chinese --- An intro-

duction to reading and writing for beginners  
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