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The Will of the State Reflected in National Language Movement
YU Jinen

Abstract; Representing the will of the state, the ROC government, rather than specialists or
relevant communities, plays the leading role in National Language Movement. By replacing
Mandarin with Natiopal Language, the ROC government established the National Language
po]iéy; by implementing education in Three People’s Principles,it consolidated the Naticnal
~ Language policy; by launching the nation-wide literacy movement, it reinforced the National
Language policy. When in conflict with the will of the state represented by the ruling party,
National Language Movement stagnated or even retrogressed; when in agreement, the
movement was resumed and advanced. The former situation was temporary whereas the
latter permanent.
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The Death and Rebirth of Formal Chinese in the
Past One Hundred Years
Shengli Feng

Abstract: This paper argues that modern formal Chinese was born after the death .
of literary Chinese which was destroyed by the May Fourth Movement in 1919, &

As 2 new language, the diglossic formal Chinese is systematically different from

spoken Chinese not only in terms of its vocabulary but also its syntax, supporting the -,

argument for the necessity of & separation of the written from the spoken among all
human languages. It is then shown how the proposed stylistic-register grammar (58
gigEyk) functions o construe the language system, not only differentiated by formal
and informal styles, but also by the elevated and the plain, as evidenced linguistically,

stylisticatly and culturaily.
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