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THE EXPERIMENTAL RESEACH ON PROSODY RESTRAINED SYNDAX
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ABSTRACT

The relation between sentence validity and complement duration in three kinds of
“yR+NP” sentences were studied in this paper. The analyses revealed that the
effect of prosody restrained syntax was obvious in Chinese. the sentences validity
were restrained not only by the syllable number and syllable type of complement,
but also by duration of complement, The durations of “VR+NP” were shortest,
while their judgment scales were highest; the durations of “VRR+NP” were
longest, while their judgment scales were lowest; because the duration of
neutralized syllable was shorter than normal syllable, the judgment scales of
“YRr+NP" were lower than “VR+NP” but higher than “VRR+NP”. The
exception of results farther shows that the effect of complement duration on
sentence validity of “VR+NP” was more important. If the complement duration
reached or exceeded the duration of two normal syllables, the sentence validity
would decrease, however, if the complement duration less than the duration of
two normal syllables, the sentence validity would increase. In addition, the
results of duration data also indicated that the neutralized word in Chinese
developed continuously, moreover, the tendency of increase and decrease existed

and effected together.
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Prosody, Syntax, “VR+NP”, Duration, Neutral Tone

Commt



