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From the Predicaments and Grievances of Life,
Origin of Evils to a Confucian Approach to
Moral Education — An lllustration in

Tang Chun-I’s Ideas

Lau Kwok-keung

Abstract

There are different levels and dimensions of problems related
to moral education. No matter how complicated moral
education could be, it is a necessary condition for moral
educators to possess a simple and pure mind aiming at
promoting young people’s moral quality. To generate and to
preserve the “pure mind” is a “back-to-the-origin” approach
to moral education which is emphasized by Confucians. There
are different methods to generate and preserve the “pure mind.”
This article utilizes ideas from contemporary Confucian Tang
Chun-1 in order to illustrate and develop a “back-to-the-
origin” approach of moral education by sympathetic
understanding of the universal grievances, difficulties of
human existence, and the origin of human evils. A benevolent
heart-mind is generated given a sympathetic understanding
of the universal grievances and difficulties of human existence.
And with the sympathetic understanding of the universal
difficulties and pitfalls along the way of questing for more
ideal human existence, an all-rounded and deepened moral
mind could be developed and nourished. In addition, the
Confucian illustration of the origin of human evils as
expounded by Tang Chun-I discloses that all human evils are
a deviation of the original “pure mind.” Therefore, a “back-
to-the-origin” approach to moral education is both empirically
and theoretically sound.
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