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Hangzhou Daoist Association from 1911 to 1949
Kong Linghong

Abstract

Daoists in Hangzhou organized a series of Hangzhou Daoist associations in
1914, 1927, 1937 and 1946. Based on archives, local chronicles, and other
sources, and taking into account the situation of society, politics and economy
during the period of the Republic of China, this paper focuses on the Hangzhou
Daoist Association organized in 1946, discussing its goal, statutes, organizational
structure, members, main works, political relations, economy, and so on. The
Hangzhou Daoist Association marks an important stage in the modern history
of Hangzhou Daoism. It provides a classic reflection of the society, politics, and
economy of Hangzhou, and the relations among temples, religions, government
and party in the Republican Period. Its seminar director Li Lishan cooperated
with the 63" generation of Heavenly Master Zhang to organize Chinese Daoist
Association in 1946, and it represents a complete example of such organizations.
Li Lishan also organized the Shanghai Daoist Association in 1946. Thus, the
Hangzhou Daoist Association influenced Shanghai Daoists, and in fact all
Chinese Daoists. It gave a fresh impetus to Hangzhou Daoists who went on to
adapt to the modern society, coordinated the internal relations among Daoists,
and carried out many charity works. It made a wide impact on other cities in
Zhejiang, and was a major influence on Zhejiang Daoists, as well as on a wider
range of Chinese Daoists, even after 1949.

Keywords: the Kuomingtang (KMT) times, Hangzhou, Religious Daoism,
society, politics
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