
•
Contents

Preface	 ix
Note on Citations	 xv

1  The Polity: Plato and the Republican Legacy	 1

2  The Ideal Republic: Kant and Plato	 11
Ancients and Moderns	 11
The Prehistory of the History of Philosophy	 14
From Categories to Ideas	 17
From Plato’s Ideas to Kant’s Ideas	 20
From Plato’s Republic to Kant’s Republic	 25

Kant’s Republicanism	 29

3  The Real Republic: Hegel and Plato	 37
Philosophy and Its History	 37
The Real and the Ideal	 42
Reason and Reality	 48
Plato’s Republic	 52
Hegel’s State	 57

4  The People’s Republic: Fichte and Plato	 63
An Inner Platonism	 63
Citizens and Human Beings	 71
The State and the Nation	 77
State and Realm	 87

Appendix: “Plato Republic” (ca. 1807) by Fichte	 97
Notes	 101
Bibliography	 111

The Chinese Unive
rsi

ty 
Press:

 Copyri
gh

ted M
ate

ria
ls




