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Research Article

Returning to the Community: Writing Individual
Memories into Collective Memory of the Third-
Front Units in the Era of Social Media—Taking
the Wechat Official Account “STJ” as an Example

Wenjuan XIN, Na ZHANG

Abstract

Social media has sparked changes in the structure of communication power
and has led to the democratization of memory by empowering ordinary people
and bringing the collective memory into the era of civic writing. These
decentralized individual memories have become more powerful as they can
now be centrally presented. This study examines the case of a third-front unit
in Northwest China to investigate memory mode and logical structure of third-
front builders in the era of social media. The present study finds that social
media allows ordinary third-front builders to meet each other in virtual spaces
through space-time reconstruction, giving them the power and opportunity to
build history. Through writing, interaction, and emotional resonance, these
builders constantly turn personal memories into collective memory, reconstruct
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the imaginary community in the virtual world, strengthen identity, and rebuild
spiritual order. Finally, the study summarizes the logic arising from individual
memories toward collective memory while pointing out that reconstructing
collective memory is an ontological demand of third-front builders and a
destination for their identity imagination.
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