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Research Article

Journalism in the Context of Technological Change:
The Case of Breaking News in Hong Kong

Tin Chi WONG, Yu HUANG, Meily Mei Fung CHEUNG, Yue Bess WANG

Abstract

Since China resumed sovereignty over Hong Kong, journalists have raised
concerns about the decreasing freedom of the press due to shifts in ideology
and power. Indeed, political forces have also used technology to control the
sources and production of news. This study adopted Bourdieu’s field theory to
investigate changes in breaking news after the digitalization of the police
communication system in Hong Kong through in-depth interviews with
journalists and news content analyses. The results indicated a reduction in
breaking news, dramatic changes in news routines, and a shift in the news
gatekeeping role from journalists to the police. Technology has been applied
differently in shaping Hong Kong’s journalistic field, which has experienced
greater heteronomy and less autonomy.
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