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Abstract

This article seeks to explicate the comparative communication perspective
with special reference to conceptual and theoretical innovations. While its
epistemological strengths are highlighted, the article also examines what appears
to be a “comparative turn” in communication studies. It illustrates the desirability
and feasibility of comparative communication studies by drawing on various
research projects done in Chinese societies. Communication studies have been
criticized for its relative lack of concepts and theories. The best answer to this
criticism is to innovate in conceptualization and theorization by adopting the
comparative communication perspective. Comparison, a key component of
conceptual and theoretical innovation, is applicable to every aspect of the
research process, including conceptualization, research question formulation,
hypothesizing, theorization, and the articulation of research significance. The
perspective assumes that all communication phenomena are results of social
contingencies. Comparisons can be formal and explicit. They can also be
informal and implicit, meaning that the researchers can think comparatively,
engaging in thought experiments, asking how the phenomenon in question may
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vary as the social context changes over time or space. The comparative
perspective requires the contingencies giving rise to a communication
phenomenon to be problematized and spelt out. It enables us to have a better
understanding of the generalities and specifications of media theories and to have
better knowledge of how variables at the systemic level can impinge upon
communication behavior at other levels.
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