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Research Article

Images of Grandparents: Photos as a Means of
Intergenerational Communication

Hung-Yi LU

Abstract

In this study, photo-elicitation and life story narration were used by
grandchildren to produce a life story film based on photos and stories provided
and told by their grandparents. One-on-one in-depth interviews were conducted
with six students. Based on the communication accommodation theory and the
self-presentation theory, an analysis of the data collected in the interviews was
conducted to determine the influence of this assignment on intergenerational
communication. The findings showed that the grandparents were more likely to
participate in this activity instead of being passively involved in the assignment.
In particular, the grandparents shared stories that they had never told before,
thus allowing their grandchildren to experience new interactions with them.
Most importantly, this assignment inspired students to think about “family” in
different ways.
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