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Editor’s Notes

Pay Attention to the Role of Situation in
Communication

Xjaosui XIAO

Abstract

In this issue, Dialogue, Communication_Forum, and five research articles
highlight the role of situation in communication—consciously or unconsciously.
While some papers emphasize the impact of a situation, others stress how
communication functions to describe or construct a situation.

The focus of the Dialogue is #‘Situational Crisis Communication Theory.”
Its founder, W. Timothy Coombs, is invited to share the story of how he
developed the prevailing theory in this field, his insights on the widespread use
of social media, the application of the theory in non-Western societies, and its
future development:

Communication Forum provides an inspiring rhizoanalysis of a Danmaku
viewing situation through the use of Deleuze’s rhizomatic thinking method. The
Japanese Danmaku film One Missed Call 2 is a case for the analysis.

The five research articles cover various topics: the domestic femininities
constructed in TV advertisements related to cooking, mediated ritual and urban
space construction, public relations ethics in the age of social media, the impact
of social presence on the interpersonal communication of rural residents, and
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the new discursive formation promoting state-owned enterprise reform in
China. Although the term “situation” is not explicitly used by the authors of
these articles, understanding its connotations is key for us to grasp their
diverse content.
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