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Abstract

Since the 1970s, neoliberalism has dominated the world. China’s market-
oriented reforms as part of the country’s<transition have also been involved in
this wave. This study focuses on the state-owned enterprise (SOE) reform in
China from 1995 to 2000. The reform of SOEs brought the dislocation, which
the party state had to deal withi.The party state had to find ways to explain the
reform, make it fit the rule, provide rationalities, and create acceptable ideas for
these market-oriented reforms. The study tried to understand this process by
examining the relevant reports on SOE reforms in the People’s Daily between
1995 and 2000. By using the concept of subjectivity and constructive discourse
analysis to analyze the discourse in the People’s Daily, this paper concludes
that the People’s Daily constructed the subjectivity of neoliberalism through
discourse formation. The main finding is that during the discourse construction
of the market reform led by the party state in the late 1990s, parts of the
statements of the People’s Daily were compatible with neoliberalism. The
government was described as avoiding intervention, and the SOEs were
described as embracing the market, while the workers were described as being
responsible for themselves. This shows that the party’s newspaper did not resist
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neoliberalism. Instead, it constructed a framework that matched it. Other media
joined it, and eventually, there was a discourse formation that supported the
market orientation reform. During the reconstruction and reproduction of the
discourse on neoliberal subjectivity, the ideology of a planned economy was
dropped and that of the market was set as the core. This adaptation of ideology
supported the state transformation in the late 1990s.
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