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One Year in China: News, Reading and the Rise
of the Nation in Daily Life (1894-1895)

Donglei BIAN

Abstract

There have been many recent articles about the modern Chinese nation-
state and nationalism, focusing on topics such as national construction or the
symbolism of nationalism from a top-down perspective. In contrast, this article
regards the nation as a product of daily practice. By reading diaries written
during the late Qing Dynasty, this research concentrates particularly on the year
from June 1894 to April 1895 to explore how ordinary people generated and
confirmed the concept of modern Chinese nation in everyday life. It finds that
intellectuals followed the war, process and formed concern about the nation’s
future by reading Shanghai newspapers. In addition, they developed a new way
of talking about the grief, anger, and shame that characterized three types of
collective feelings:about the nation. This was the first time that intellectuals
developed the-concept of a collective China in political sense.
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