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“Others” and Social Memory in Regional
Prejudice: A Study of the Image of
“North-Easterners” in the We-Media Context

Yuting SUN, Chaoyun LIANG

Abstract

Given online regional discrimination against residents of North-Eastern
China, this study examines public WeChat articles on “North-Easterners” in a
textual analysis context. It combines computer-assisted methods and a
qualitative content analysis to explore the process of North-easterners being
constructed in two news-source discourses, namely “in-group” (North-Eastern
public accounts) and “others” (non-North-Eastern public accounts). This study
employs the theory of “the other” to examine how prejudice by others is
constructed on the basis of regional differences in a WeMedia context. This
study found that North-Eastern culture shapes in-group discourse systems,
personality traits, and everyday behaviors, thereby not only constructing the
everyday discourse in North-Eastern WeMedia through regional dialect and
culture, but also reinforcing the self-ridiculing stereotypes of others. Although
North-Eastern culture continually evokes the in-group’s identity, it also
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strengthens and mobilizes others’ social memory based on the characteristics of
the in-group. When seeking explanations for depression among North-Eastern
individuals, others associate a self-denigrating stereotype with North-Easterners,
presented in terms of negative occurrences that form a sharp contrast with
traditionally positive figures from the past. In such a context, others’ regional
prejudice against the in-group is constructed.
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