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The Agenda Diffusion Effects of Urban Elite
Media in Environmental Coverage: The Case
Study of China’s Smog Governance Policy

Yajing ZHU

Abstract

The smog problem in China has caused widespread concerns in recent
years and has also promoted a series of policies that have been set up by the
government. A swift transition from coal to clean energy policy is important to
govern the smog problem. In the process of this policy implementation,
multiple social groups participated in the discussion and multi-perspective
opinions were expressed, finally resulting in important policy adjustment. This
study selected four media outlets: People’s Daily, The Paper, China
Environment News, and Sina Microblog, in order to analyze the media agenda
from 2015 to 2017. Lag-cross correlation analysis was used to test the media
agenda interaction during the period of policy adjustment at the end of 2017.
The findings indicate that a significant interaction could be observed in these
four media outlets, and that in the different stages of the policy process,
different inter-media agenda effects could be measured. When environmental
policies raise social problems and then become framed as news events, in the
process, urban elite media can integrate their agendas and promote their
diffusion to bridge public discourse and the official media agenda. Thereby,
they may significantly influence the national official media agenda, which
would then influence the policy agenda.
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