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Research Article

Talk about Cancer! Exploring Communication
between Patients and Family Caregivers

Hung Yi LU, Shu Fan LIN, Chien Hsun HUANG, Hsiu Hui LEE (Pu Ann
Bhikkhuni), Li Chun MA

Abstract

Based on the perspectives of family communication patterns (FCP) as well
as communication privacy management (CPM),<his one-on-one in-depth study
interviews five cancer patients and six family caregivers so as to investigate
communication between patients and family ‘caregivers. The findings show that
patients tend to remain silence at the very beginning when they are diagnosed
with cancer. Later on, patients decide.who will be informed and what will be
disclosed. By doing so, patients_have their wills to manage privacy related to
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being a cancer patient. Family caregivers tend to avoid talking issues about
“end-of-life” with patients. Communication about “end-of-life” between cancer
patients and family caregivers is also difficult and not effective in highly-
communication-oriented families.
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