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Abstract

Social media has become increasingly popular components of our everyday
life in today’s globalizing society. They provide a context where people across
the world can communicate, exchange messages, share knowledge, and interact
with each other regardless of the distance that separates them. This paper
attempts to investigate how the impact of using social media on the intercultural
adaptation process among Chinese mainland students in Taiwan. In-depth
interviews of 14 Chinese students in seven universities in Taiwan are conducted.
The results show that the term “social media use” can be considered ambiguous
and has multiple meanings in cyberspace in mainland China and Taiwan. Since
Taiwan and mainland China have been at odds for seven decades, this research
reveals that mainland Chinese students in Taiwan quickly noticed the schism
and tended to manage their self-disclosure and identity with lots self-awareness.
Their social media communication reflected different and innovative way for
connecting with friends in Taiwan and mainland China that influenced their
acculturation process.
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