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This study assesses the attitudes towards English existing among year 12 and
final-year university students in Papua New Guinea (PNG) at the present time
Using almost identical survey instruments戶r both groups, the author surveyed
approximately half of current year 12 and first-year university students in PNG.
Both groups were contrasted in terms oftheir tolerance towards the use ofEnglish
in a variety ofcontexts. The results indicate (1) a generally positive attitude by both
groups towards English and (2) some significant attitudinal differences in relation
ω specific English language cont凹的• The differences in response patterns were
represen的tive of changes in attitudes among both groups of students that r可lect

the changing social, educational, and linguistic conditions which characterise the
transition from year 12 to university education.

Introduction

Papua New Guinea does not have a clear cut language policy, nor does
its national constitution contain a statement about language (Dutton, 1976,
p. 5). This void is filled by “ indirect statements" (Nekitel , 1995, p. 54)
about English being the country's official language while Tok Pisin
(Melanesian Pidgin) and Hiri Motu (the second nationallanguage spoken
predominantly in the Papuan region) are the national languages. Other
scholars, for example, Moody (1992 , p. 2) , claim to recognise a de facto
language policy based on the pronouncements of successive governments
both before and after independence in 1975.
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