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To meet the needs of Thai professionals for advanced English proficiency and
business and technology communication skills, the University ofthe Thai Chamber
of Commerce (UTCC) instituted in 1995 an MA Program in English for business
and technology (EBT). To extend the effective capacity of foreign specialists to
work with UTCC students through collaborative distance assignments. an ex
perimental internet-supported twinning project has been undertaken. EBT
students at UTCC and at the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) have par
ticipated in a closely moderated exchange assignment. CarφII preparation, with
attention to both infrastructure and appropriate pedagogical materials, has
resulted in a demonstration of the workability of internet-supported distance
instruction in EBT.

Like many other countries, Thailand has in recent years increasingly par
ticipated in what is an ever more globalized economy. Intemational busi
ness cooperation, economic development, industrial growth, and the
growing use of the information superhighway have made it increasingly
necess訂y for Thai professionals, especially those employed in the private
sector, to be fluent in at least one or two intemationallanguages in addition
to their mother tongue.

English is the preeminent language of intemational business and of
science and technology as well, and will continue to be for the foreseeable
future. Proficiency in English is the basis for acquiring new knowledge in
many areas, for accessing the intemational network of information, and for
effectively dealing with global business contacts.
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