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Writing on Networked Computers:
ξ伊cts on ESL Writer Attitudes and
Apprehension

Ruth J. Kivela
The Chinese University ofHong Kong

This report examines 仰10 groups ofnative Cantonese speaking undergraduates to
determine their attitudes towards class discussions in English that required on-line
writing on networked computers as compared 的 oral class discussions. Spec彷cal

ly, itfocuses on two major areas: (1) ESL writer's views ofthe role ofnetworks in
their writing development and (2) the effects of networked writing on ESL writer
apprehension and attitudes.

Networked computers were recently introduced in English as a second
language (ESL) writing courses at The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
providing writing instructors and researchers a unique opportunity to study
the effects of networked computers on a group of homogenous ESL writers
with the same first language (Cantonese) and cultural and learning back
ground. This report, part of a long-term study, focuses on two major areas
of investigation: ESL writers' views ofthe role ofnetworks in their writing
development, and the effects of networked writing on ESL writer apprehen
sion and attitudes.

Networked Computers and Writing Pedagogy

Networked computing has developed rapidly in recent years, and many
universities and colleges around the world have incorporated it into their
native speaker and ESL writing programs. The idea of using networked
computers for writing instruction was pioneered by Trent Batson in 1985 at
Gallaudet University. Batson was quick to recognize that the interactive
nature of networked writing fit in well with collaborative writing pedagogy
put forward by Bruffee (1 984), for example, which emphasizes writing for
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