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Changing Language Learning Beliφ:

“:Appreshiating" Mistakes

TimMurphey
Nanzan Universiη

Beliφpowe枷lly 可feet what we choose to do and learn, as well as the energy and
resources we commit to any endeavor. Education often concerns itselfwith what to
learn, and only more recently with how to learn. At a deeper and more generative
level are belieβ which can inhibit the what and how. This report briefly reviews the
research on beliefs and describes some pilot classroom research which attempts to
change inhibiting student beliφ about mistakes. It concludes that belieβ can be
shifted by classroom experiences and that they are probably much less stable than
previously thought.

Introduction

The power of beliefs to affect behavior and physiological processes has
been well noted in the medical fields (Cousins, 1981; Oil郎， Hallbom, &
Smith, 1990; Seligman, 1990; Siegel, 1986). Educational beliefs are also
widely understood as being generative of certain behaviors (see P句ares ，

1992, for a recent review in teacher education) , as Gardner and Lambert
(1 972) showed in their attitudes and motivation studies. In the context of
teaching English to speakers of other languages, Day (1 990, p. 52) cites
Good and Brophy's (1 987) extensive research review (p. 144), which
supports Rosenthal and Jacobson's (1 968) “Pygmalion Effect" findings of
the power of teacher beliefs to shape student beliefs and their results. And
foreign and second language teacher beliefs are also being recognized by

* Thanks to Yuichi Kondo for help in analyzing this data.

The
 Chin

ese
 U

niv
ers

ity
 Pres

s




