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This article describes an attempt to teach a group of30 part-time mature students
的 be pr，吶icient writers by having them observe and evaluate their own learning
practice and then summarize the conclusions in the戶rm ofa booklet to guide them
in their continuing studies. In particular, it shows how experiencing and evaluating
stages in the composing process provides an ideal subject matter戶r a writing
course in which a product is requiredfor assessment purposes and desirable as a
demonstration ofwhat has been learned.

Teaching Academic Writing

In “Approaches to the Teaching of Academic Writing ," Bloor (1995)
compares our paucity of knowledge about how to teach academic writing
with our relative wealth of understanding of academic writing genres and
successful writers' strategies. She identifies three distinct approaches to
teaching academic writing: critical language awareness approach , com

municative practice approach, and English戶r academic purposes (EAP)
approach.

The criticallanguage awareness approach describes the work of Clark
and Ivanovic (1 991) , who base their work on the belief that written lan
guage reflects ideology and is an attempt to exert power over the reader.
Apprentice writers accordingly need to develop a critical awareness of and
sometimes a readiness to challenge established conventions relating to the
content and form of writing and the position of the writer. In practice,
writing classes within this approach focus on real assignments set by

The
 Chin

ese
 U

niv
ers

ity
 Pres

s




