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A SURVEY OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE USE FOR STUDY AT
CUHK

ABSTRACT

Language and content are interrelated such that without the requisite
language ability, students cannot learn effectively in their non-language
courses. If academic work in English is required of university students, it
is cri ti cal to know whether they possess the necessary minimum language
competence, and if not to take action.

This paper describes a modest study of English language carried Ollt at
Chinese University. It focuses on English language used for academic study.
Results suggest that while CUHK is bilingual in teaching medium, whether or
not individual students are bilingual is open to debate.

INTRODUCTION

Recently language issues have
been receiving increased public
attention, and in response, are
becoming the subject of discussion
and debate within the university.
The university is committed to
being bilingual and is currently
working to operationally define
language policy and to enlist
everyone I s support in language
matters.

In considering a language
policy for the university it would
be most helpful to know in
practical and 4research-based terms
what is the present language
situation at CUHK. Is the
uni versi ty bilingual in the sense
that both Chinese and English are
used as mediums of instruction?
Are students (and staff members)
bilingual in their abili ty to use
both languages?

Research into English
language use is being carried out
by members of The English Language
Teaching Unit. l The present study
focuses on English language use for
academic study. Although the study
was designed mainly to provide

input for making curricular
decisions within the Unit, and
though it is limited to the use of
English, the results may prove
informative to those debating
language policy issues.

BACKGROUND

The questions the study sought to
answer were:

How much English is used by
students and teachers in the
classroom and for academic
work?

For what aspects of academic
study is English used?

What variables affect how
much and for what purposes
English is used?

How well are students able to
cope wi th whatever type and
amount of English they
encounter in their studies?

Answers to these questions
can be obtained through various
methods. For this study, it was
deemed most efficient to survey
faculty members about language used
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