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Writing for International Publication:
The Perception of Chinese Doctoral
Researchers
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Nanjing University

As Mainland China increasingly strengthens the effort to go international
academically, writing and publishing English papers in internationally refereed
journals has become a major concern for the new generation of doctoral
researchers in various science disciplines. This study aims to answer the following
two questions: 1. How confident are Mainland Chinese doctoral researchers in
writing English papers for international publication? 2. How do they evaluate
their status in the endeavour in comparison with their international counterparts?
154 questionnaires were collected and in-depth interviews were conducted with a
selection of doctoral students (N = 15) and supervisors (N = 5) at a comprehensive
university. Findings suggest that Chinese doctoral students across various science
disciplines are generally confident in writing and publishing English papers
internationally. Except for a relative deficiency in using the English language, they
do not think that they are disadvantaged in the endeavour vis-à-vis their
international peers.

Introduction

In the contemporary academic world, English has indisputably become the
language of international publication (Flowerdew, 1999a, b; Maher, 1986;
Swales, 1990, 1998). For scientists across the globe, from the developed to
the developing worlds, from English-speaking to non-English-speaking
countries, writing for international publication, in English, is now the
established route to claiming footholds in the academy.

China, as the biggest developing nation, is becoming increasingly
heard in world affairs in this age of globalization. How loud is China’s
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