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The Development of the Min Caind Culture and
the Late Qing Reform Movements

.
Nanxiu Qian

The formation of the Min cainii culture can be traced back to the Ming-Qing
transition, which featured the Guanglu School of Min women’s poetry as its literary
institution and the Wei-Jin xianyuan (worthy ladies) spirit as its intellectual foundation.
This tradition underwent a substantial transformation in late Qing China, through
its “marriage” with the Fuzhou Shipyard culture that resulted from late Qing self-
strengthening movement. This article explores the significance of this transformation to
late Qing social, political, and cultural life through an examination &f the lives and works
of three Min cainii, namely Shen Queying (1878—1900), Xiao Daoguan (1855-1907), and
Xue Shaohui (1866—1911) (in the order of their death). Shen{renovated the late imperial
concept of a chaste widow into a reformer-comrade wha djed after her reform-martyr
husband Lin Xu (1875-1898) as a protest to Qing court’s,bloody repression of the 1898
Reform Movement. Xiao showcased how a conventiopal woman scholar and housewife
coped with late Qing turbulence and her response to the surging social Darwinism. Xue
exemplified a thorough yet smooth evolution of a traditional poetess into a future reformer.
Each represents this transformation in a different aspect, and together they enhance and
refine our appreciation of women’s siguificant yet largely forgotten contributions to late
Qing reforms.
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