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Non-Predicative Adjectives in Cantonese

Yan-Yu Wan
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

In Mandarin, a word class named by linguists as non-predicative adjectives is characterized as
serving as attributive by modifying noun phrases, but not serving as predicate, subject, or object
in the sentences, or being modified by adverbs. According to the observation in this paper, the
linguists, who categorize Cantonese words mainly according to the grammatical function role of
the target word, didn’t have a clear classification of these words. Two major aspects are offered
in this paper to analyze the non-predicative adjectives in Cantonese: (1) Applying the method
employed by Lii Shuxiang and Yao Changrong in analyzing the non-predicative adjectives in
Mandarin to the cases in Cantonese; (2) Counting the number of Cantonese non-predicative
adjectives in the Cantonese dictionary Guangzhou Hua Fangyan Cidian and analyzing them from
grammatical perspective.

Keywords

Cantonese, non-predicative adjectives, attributive, Mandarin
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