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93

This is a report of a 12-day workshop for 40 TEFL teachers in Changzhou,
near Nanjing. The report starts wi th a description of the current TEFL
situation in China. It then lists the objectives of the workshop as required
by the Changzhou Municipal EduCiJtion Bureau. An account of how these
objectives are realized in the workshop is then given followed by
recommendations for more effective English language teaching in China.

INTRODUCTION

Teaching English as a Foreign
Language (TEFL) has received
increasing attention in the past
decade in China. Workshops and
seminars on TEFL have been
organized in big cities to prepare
teachers to adopt more effective
means of teaching. Professional
journals like English Teaching and
Research Notes are published and
circulated nation-wide to promote
new ideas. Yet, the most important
change is brought about in the
choice of TEFL textbooks. The use
of the standard textbooks using the
grammar-translation approach is
fading out. In its place, there is
a new textbook Junior English for
China (jointly prepared by Longman
Group UK Limi ted and People 's
Educational Press, China) . It
contains the best of the grammar­
translation, situational and
communicative tasks. This new book
is being piloted in various
schools.

That is the bright side of
TEFL. There is, however, the not­
so-bright side. Because of the
mere size of China, there is always
an inadequacy in the number of
English teachers needed. Many of
the proficient English teachers are
lured away by the business sector.
Not only is there a demand for
quantity of English teachers, there
is also a demand on the quality of

English teachers. The quali ty of
TEFL is not at all satisfactory as
Table 1 illustrates. What is being
emphasized by TEFL teachers does
not seem to constitute good English
teacher while what is being
neglected seems to be essential to
good language learning. l

Nevertheless, TEFL in China
is moving forward because the
authorities concerned are now
beginning to improve the situation.
As mentioned earlier, there are
workshops and seminars for teachers
in big cities. In addition, medium
size cities are also striving to
improve English instruction. An
example is the Technical Assistance
of the Education Component under
the World Bank Loan Project of
Changzhou. The Changzhou Municipal
Education Bureau called for a 12­
day workshop entitled "Teaching
Methodology of English as a Foreign
Language". The objectives they set
forth are:

comparison, demonstration,
practice and guidance of
current major teaching
methods of various schools;
imitation and activities of
English-speaking situations
so that participants could
get experience that is
similar to real situations;
and ways to improve middle
school students I English
proficiency in medium-sized
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